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Immediate aotion please* Please tell me 
when it is complete* 

j« 1 

Pile is with Cypher Assistant with whom this 
letter should be filed* 

Only Reg(G), Cypher Asstt and Accountant to 
know of this matter* 

ltd. RS 12-5-53 

V :*> . * * 

The amount of ¥ 20 >000 has been removed from 
SS r s safe and handed over to Accountant* and has 
been credited as indicated in PUC. A copy of 
the Receipt* Voucher is placed on the file for 
information and record* 

UL 

12 - 5 - 5 ^ 

ssj/) • . 

Reference P.UC. 

2. If the Ambassador approve s^ th$ jlraft letter 
plashed below may issue* 
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d With reference to E.A. Ministry^ -telegram, No. 

u <•- - ^ ’iV ~ 


28436, of July 30th, I summarize below the developments 


to-date regarding the memorial service for the late - f ri j 

i 

Subhas Chander Bose. - r , - jf -j , . 

The C hlef^ £r4est of the Renkoji Temple , wherein the 
ashes are being kept met me in details and subsequently the 
Ambassador briefly. He was informed that the Embassy had 


no objection to his idea of a memorial ^service on August 18, 

° a - * i ■ . T> U • - JQ 


1955. He was advised, hpwever, that the memorial service 

■ i i ijl » 


.should be conducted in an appropriate and dignified manner. 


tJi KJ 


Apparently the temple-mana gement co mmittee members amongst 

. fiU _ Of 


whom there are also members of the Diet and of the Municipal 

* •« • If »*i ! I - . 

t Assembly sensed the interest of the Embassy and decided to 

c r. i 

i gain political profit thereby. This was discovered when I . 
met the Director of the Asian Affairs Bureau and particularl 
the Chief of Protocol who was rather worried that we were 

• A ^ • K>' S I - H 

encouraging the temple management committee in collecting 


funds both privately and from the Japanese Government to haw 


•: a Japanese styled memorial service. The Japanese style 


f 

V 


memorial service includes besides the brief religious ser- 

’ ’ 3 

vice, feasting and distribution of gifts on as lavish a 


scale as is warranted by the circumstances of those who 

V i M ' Jj 

sponsor the memorial service. The Director of the Asian 
Affairs Bureau felt that the Gaimusho should be represented 

'* v M 

'i 

at the memorial service but the Chief of, Protocol was, quite 

• r , J 


clear, that it would not be proper for the Japanese Govern- 

' ... ■ ■ '.i * 


ment to be represented at a memorial service unless the 


.qftrvtnfl was sponsored bv either a Diplomatic Mission or the. 


- 

Nb 

Fs TTm^d? 

Japanese Government itself* So far as sponsorship by 




the Japanese Government was concerned there was little 
time to put the matter up to the Japanese Government for 

*v * . 

a decision. Also it was unlikely that the Japanese 
Government would in any case agree to holding the servic^ 
in. the Renkoji Temple or in any other temple and not 
prefer a non-religious place. The Director of the Asian 
Affairs Bureau was agreeable, however, to attending the 


service' -in his private capacity' providing the circumstances 


so warranted* Upon subsequent discussions with the 'Chie 


Priest and the temple management committee it was found 
that the temple authorities had indeed thought of collec 
ing money and doing publicity which incidentally but 


I * V ( 5 

materially would be of benefit to the Renkoji Temple. 


. The Renkoji Temple is not a very popular temple in Tokyo 


:l : 


being of the Nichiren Sect which is the minority 
Buddhist Sect in Japan.' Keeping 'these factors in -view 


the Chief Priest was advised that the Embassy would not 


% be happy if the memorial service was followed by feasting 


Ji; | 


and revelry or any undesirable publicity. The Chief 


Priest assured me that he himself was not interested in 


any money and would ensure that the service was conducte|d 

L ...r . ... • 

“ in a simple but appropriate manner. He felt, however, 
that a service on a more elaborate scale might be 
conducted later on.~ ' 1 

The temple authorities besides sending a formal 
ihtimation to us also sent intimations to certain other 


individuals. The Embassy staff was accordingly advised 
to feel free to attend the service. A wreath was ?ent 
op^heh€tif--^f--th^Htmbassador and under his instructions 


and in his absence on tour to the Hokkaido Island I 
attended the service on August 18th. The Registrar froir 
the Trade Section was also present. Amongst the Indians 
there was Mr. S.S. Virik of Malaya, the former I.N.A. 
cadet in Japan and presently studying at Tokyo Universi 
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Mr. Sahay's house to the Renkoji Temple In September, 

1945. Also Mr. Murthy, the younger brother of .the 

^ * 

•famous' Mr. Murthy who is supposed to have grown rich 
at the expense of the I.N.A. funds, two Indian visitors v 


whose names I do not know and another Indian resident 


in Tokyo but whose family is settled In Ceylon. 

I gathered that the Chief Pries t has during the 

1 i 

past-years also h eld .private servic es on each August 18 
but has not specifically notified any one of the services 

t 

i- 

being held and as such the attendance, if any, was by the 

* |# | | 

0 f ** 

followers of the Nichiren Sect who happened to be visit- ■ 
ing Renkojl Temple at "that time. On this occasion such 

stray visitors were apparently confined to the outer 

* 

halls and the corridors during the period of the service. 

Inside the service hall which would normally seat 60 or 

* \ * I 

70 persons only 25 persons were present besides the 

* 

* i 

temple priests. Amongst them were Lady Tojo, wife of 
the late General Tojo with her A.D.C., ex-General Kawabe, 

, ‘i 

former Supreme Commander of the Burma Area Forces, ex- 


•1 


Lt, General Nakamura, former Commander-in-chief of the 


Siam Area Army, ex-Lt. General Mutaguchi, former Commander- 


1 


» 


in-Chief of the North Burma Advanced Army which, went upto 


( 


Iraphal and ex-Colonel Fujiwara, who was the Adviser-in- 
Chief to the I.N.A. in Burma and Principal Staff Officer 
of the Southern Area Army. It might be mentioned that 
Lt, General Nakamura and Colonel Fujiwara were taken to 


I ! 


India during the I.N.A. trials and* served imprisonment 

as War Criminals in Singapore, The other three Generals i 

* P* 

served their term as War Criminals In Sugamo in Japan, 

I understand that all of these ex army officers are now 


in private business. I do not know the names of the 
other persons as I was not Introduced to them but I 
spotted two members of the House of Councillors who 
were hoticeable on account of their distinctive purple 
colour lapel badges which signified the membership of 
. the House of Councillors. 
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I understand that Mr., Majumdar, the present 


President of the Indian Association had initially 
thought of attending the service but desisted from doing' 


so. He was apparently prevailed upon by the fev vocal 


members of the Indian community who either do not 
accept the fact of Netaji*s death or dislike partlcipa- 


tion in anything connected with Mr. Murthy and . Mr «Aiyar 0 


The service started just after 3.00 p.m. and 
lasted for slightly less than an hour. The first half 

• r (. 

consisted of prayers in Japanese and the latter half of 
recitation from the Geeta. . There were no speeches on 
this occasion. All present burnt incense according to 

, i ' • • 

Japanese Buddhist ritual in front of an altar inside 

* 

the hall. * The wooden box containing the ashes was not 


placed oa the altar but kept, in a different part of thei 


; 


hall. I believe that this was done in' order to avoid 


any controversy about honouring the ashes which are 


still not accepted by some as genuine and also to avoid 


any feeling that any particular human being was being 


worshipped. I think that the service as such was 


conducted in a simple but very dignified and orderly 


manner. 


After the service I was introduced to Lady Tojo 


and the ex army officers named above. I gathered from 


them that Count Keizo Shibusawa grandson of the founder 


of the former Shibusawg Zaibatsu, presently President 

• ' * , 

of the International Telegraph and Telephone Company 
etc. is thinking of financing a Subhas Chander Bose 
study group In Japan. The Generals present at the 
service were fairly enthusiastic about the idea but 


did not clarify as to what the objective of the study 


group would be. 


The urgent issue seems to me to be the disposal 


of the ashes. Although two successive Heads of Mission 

in* accordance with Government instructions have asked 

* 

■ 

• • 

the Chief Priest of the Ren koll Temple to continue as 


! t- 

I > 


-V 

Nt-fti ■ 

the custodian of the ashes on behalf of the Embassy 

of India the box containing the ashes bears no seals 

*1 , » *' * 

of the Government. Aesthetically 'the box is not very 
attractive either. There is no reason perhaps to 
suspect that the Chief Priest would have tampered with 
the contents of the box in any manner as he is not 

particularly interested in the ashes one way or the 

• * * * * 

. * 

other. He is nevertheless a fairly aged gentleman and 
not getting any younger. If, on the other hand, we 

J . ’ r. . , 

put Government seals on the box now expectations will 

■» * 

immediately be aroused that Government are likely to 

' * 

take over the ashes soon. Also the. temple management 
authorities may raise enough fuss thereafter to oblige 
us in donating some money for the temple. I feel 
fairly satisfied that the Chief Priest is a good man 
and speaks sincerely when he states that he is not 

~ * ■ Q ' *' * - .... 

^interested in making any money out of his custodianship 
of the ashes. He does say, however, that whatever we 
may give should be for the temple thereby implying an 

expectation, not unreasonable, of an eventual donation 

1 1 ' ' 

‘from Government for the temple. It would be best, 

therefore, if whatever donation has to be given is 

.. ' . o 

given only at one point of time and that too only afte^* 
a final decision has been reached on the disposal of the 
aahes.. It might be better, under the circumstances, noi[ 
to put any Government seals on the box containing the 

* 

ashes until a firm decision has been reached about the 

» 

disposition of the ashes themselves. Perhaps these 
things cannot be hurried but if the ashes are accepted 
as genuine it would be desirable to arrange a somewhat 
more appropriate custody thereof than is the case at 
present and at least a more proper receptacle for them, 
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NtrgS, 

i - • 

In my view, we should let the ashes be 
where they are now in the Renkoji Temple for the present 

0 * * ' 

I do not think it would be wise at this stage to take 
any step such as F.S. has suggested. to put Government 

' * * t « 

* 

seals on the box containing the ashes » * 

A copy of these notes may be forwarded to. the 
E„A. Ministry for information,, 
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In connection with the proposed second memorial 
service arranged by the Renkojl Temple for September the 
18th. Mr. Kawasaki,|was either unable or unwilling to 
clarify in detail why the Gaimusho was interesting itself! 

.k ‘ 1 -% | 

in this service when they had not done so in -the previous 
service. From what I_could gather it appears that there 
is still some disparity of thinking between the Protocol 
Division and the Asian Affairs Bureau. Apparently the 
earlier decision of the Gaimusho not to be represented 

# # I 1 ' 

f . m the August 18th service was hasty and has been 
held incorrect by the higher ups in the Government 
including Mr. Hatoyama toho according to Mr. Kawasaki 
has been influenced by various Diet Members. I have 

explained clearly to Mr. Kawasaki and he agrees that the 

% • 

Government of India could not possibly be expected to 
attend a service every month, and that the Embassy would 
not in any way participate, in the proposed service for 

.V 

September the 18th. I have also informed Mr.- Kawasaki 
that newspapers are already beginning to wonder as to 

■> i 

« 

' - • / 

why the Gaimusho was not represented at the previous 

• J 1 

service and why ‘th# 1 Indian Embassy will not be represent! 

9 

at the proposed service. I. have clarified that whilst 
we could not but welcome any honour that the Government 
of Japan-may wish to render to one of our national ^heroe: 

K 

it would be unfortunate if this is done in a manner whicl 
would invite controversy and participation by the Gaimusl 
in the September 18th service is likely to do so under - 
the circumstances. Mr. Kawasaki said that he would do 
his best fc»tosee that the Press does not create any 
controversy at the Gaimusho 1 s non-attendance on the. last 
service and the Indian Embassy’s non-attendance at the 
proposed service and that he would also ensure that any 
participation by the Gaimusho now was done in as’ an 


vA^qbtrusive^manner as possible. ’ • • 

I have a feeling that in deciding to participate 
in the proposed service the Gaimusho is partly • atoning 


V! 




^ - I ’■ ' and 

foj? its non-attendance on the last occasion / partly 


there is some other reason which Mr. Kawasaki was not 
willing to give out. However, he is quite clear that 
the Indian Embassy could not properly be expected to' 

attend another memorial service on September the 18th 

3 i * : 

after having done^on August 18th whichwas the more 
correct date. 


( A.K.Dar ) 
15. 9. 55 
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Ambassador 
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Subsequent .to the above I kmam made further 
enquiries about the second memorial service on September 
18th, 1955. September 18th was selected by the temple 
authorities because according to Japanese Buddhist 
tradition a memorial service can be held every month 
so long as the date is the same as the date of the death 
-About 35 persons in all were present at the second merro- 


/ -rial service at the Renkoji Temple. The assemblage 
included Lady To jo, ex-General Kawabe, th^^ecretary of 
Mr. Sh'igemitsu v representing the Foreign Minister of 
Japan, Mr. Hattori, the Chief of the India desk represent- 
ing the Gaimusho, Mr. Matsuda, also of the India desk 
andr-five Indians. Of these five, one was Mr. Tandon 
of the P.T.I. who went primarily as a reporter. The 

remaining .four were Mr. S.S. Virik, a visiting Buddhist 

* 

Monk, ranother person from Ceylon who clv’ms Indian descent 


— ' - - 

f tr'~rt <" I '.<//) f 

and-a casual Indian visitor. Mr. Shigemitsu sent 
flowers through his Secretary and the Gaimusho donated 

Yen 20,000 as condolence money which is customary in 

\ 

Japan on such occasions but which was alsofgiven on this 

\ l 

occasion as part compensatioaijto the Chie,f Priest for 

keeping the ashes. Three persons spoke at. the occasion 

including the Chief Priest himself. The -Chiefs Priest 

* / 

apart from other ‘things expressed 1 his annoyance that 

the Indian community by absenting itself should don- 

tinue to imply that the ashes were not genuine. 

Th«A change^ in the attitude of the Gaimusho, 

to a memorial service for Netaji,in comparison to 

abstention on the last occasion was*, I- gathered, owing 

to differences .of .opinion in the Gaimusho itself. This 

' 

question had all along been dealt with in the Protocol 
Division of the Gaimusho and the Cnief of Protocol rulec 
previously in consultation with the Vice-Pore ign Ministe 
that the Gaimusho could not properly Interest itself 
in any memorial service organized privately at. a temple, 
The Asian Affairs Bureau, on the other .hand, had held 

that this attitude would, apart from being somewhat 

' 

disrespectful to Netaji not be good public relations 
either. The temple management authorities had all alonf 

been anxious both to collect some money for the temple 

% 

by holding a memorial service and also to secure, some 

• ; 

publicity for the temple itself. They complained 

k 

about the abstention of the Gaimusho from the August 

$ 

18th service to certain Diet .Members who represented 
to some Cabinet Ministers til] eventually Mr. Shigemits 
was apprised of the position. The Foreign Minister 
was generally favourable to the stand of the Aslan 
Affairs Bureau and the Asian Affairs Bureau accordingly 
encouraged the temple to go ahead with the preparation 
for the service on the 15th September irrespective of 
whether the Indian Embassy or any one else was interest 

V 

editor not. I have also been given to understand that 


) 


_ IV - 

(Vo It'S 

' - - f S( r 

that the Japanese Embassy in India consulted General 

t 

Bhonsle on the matter arid got the impression that a 
formal memorial service would be quite appropriate. I 
doubt if the Japanese Embassy knew or mentioned to 
General "Bh<>nsle that memorial service had already 
been held on August 18th and that' the Indian Embassy 
had been represented at that service. This, however, 
is a somewhat irrelevant point as the responsibility 
for encouraging the temple authorities to hold the 
second memorial service on September 18th rests fully 

I 

with the Gaimusho who sought to rectify their earlier 
incorrect stand by participation in this second memorial! 
service. 

■ I cannot help feeling, mutimUrurfr-pr, that the 

Gaimusho are interested in having the. ashes sent to 

India in order to close the still lurking suspicion in 

their minds that the Indians somehow hold the Imperial 

Jaf&nese Government responsible for some negligence *in 

not safeguarding the life of Netaji and the' property 

of the I.N.A. which he was reportedly carrying. So 

far as I am aware, however, no formal approach has yet. 

been made by the Government of Japan to ascertain whether 

the Government ' of India would arrange for the removal 

« 

of the ashes from Japan. In the meantime both the 
Vernecular and the English Press is again attempting to 
find some sensational mystery in this apparent contro- 
versy." We can obviously take no initiative in the mattdr 
unless the Government of India who are fully aware of 
the situation indicate whether they are willing to 
proceed further. 




( A.K.Dar ) 
20. 9. 55 


Ambassador 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA. TOKYO N 
■* SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AND I.N.A. TREASURE 



SUBJECT l- LATE 

out • . • • . 

Set;/ below are the views and feelings of some of " 

the more vocal members of the Indian community on the above 

■ Vi< : ■ 

subject which have corns, to my notice during the last one year* l 

4 1 ' j 

A. THE FACT OF DEATH l- 

1 r ... *\ y. > 

(1) There are reports that Subhas Chandra Bose when 

* * 

he left Rangoon had no intention of proceeding to Japan via 
Formosa* If that is so it seems odd that he suddenly changed 
his, mind after arrival at Saigon* It is possible that he was 
compelled by the Japanese authorities to board a plane that was 
going to Japan* 

(2) The story put up by the Japanese that Bose 

was fleeing from the Occupation Authorities is highly derogatory 

for no leader like Subhas Chandra Bose would leave his man without 
* % 
making any arrangements for their safety and well-being* 

(3) Even if it is conceded that he was condngto 
Japan with the object of final discussions with the Japanese > . 1 
authorities and voluntarily boarded the plane at Formosa it seems 

unusual that on the one hand he should after the accident be . 

% 

v • 

well enough to prevail upon the attending Japanese doctors to 
give priority in treatment to others and at the same time that 

t 

he should yartitnity have died over-ni^it . If it is correct that 
he was fully conscious despite his bums on the night of August 
17th might it not be that the Japanese doctors were under 
instructions not to treat him properly so that they would have 
less difficulty with the anticipated demands of the Occupation 
Authorities for turning him over. 

(4) It seems that besides'the testimony of Habib-ur— 

J. # ' 

* 

Rahman there is no direct evidence as to the fact of death and . 
subsequent cremation* In case the Government of India have satis- 
fied themselves that the death and cremation 'are correct and no 
negligence can be attributed to any source the full facts for 
such a conclusion should be published. 

B. THE GENUIHBKESS OF THE ASHES : ‘ . 

. ‘ > ! 

(1) It is not known whether Habib-ur-Rahman was 


J 


• . \ Oh) 

- r ^ - 2 - 

, ' ✓ , 

physically well enough to supervise the cremation and the 

. ■»» 

collection of the aahes. 

■ i - ' * ‘ 

(2) Bven if Habib-ur-Rahman did supervise the 
cremation and collection of the ashes there is no direct evidence 

that those were the very ashes which the Japanese Government 

* ' f ' . ' 

. turned over to Aiyer and Ramamurthy. 

(3) The fact that Aiyer and Murthy received the 

t 3 

ashes and asked the I*H*A, cadet t6 deposit them in the Renkoji 
I ' ' t . 

Temple seems strange behaviour when many Indians still in Japan 

2 * * 

who had already risked their lives would not have hesitated to 

• ,>'**• 4 • *. 1 < : ‘ 

safeguard the ashes of a national hero* There could obviously 

if •, t- ; 

be no certainty under the circumstances if the ashes were 

genuine and even if they were if the urn which has been lying in 

if. ■ iv V ' 1 

the Ben)coji Temple for the last 10 years does in fact contain 

• • / r |’ • ' . • ■» • * * 1 

*- >.*‘4 , ■ ■ 

. the ashes of Subhas Chandra Bose* Keeping in view that this, 

. h }-.. V> )"■;■ ‘ ■ 

matter!. was brought to the attention of the first Indian Repre-- 

; ^ * r .**' * *1 .n 

sentativB to Japan ShriB. Rama&o in 1947 by a written memoran- 

V‘ • {•; * • -V ' . * . i 4 ’ / •% 

" dum from the then President of the Indian Association it, seems 
strangely disrespectful that the Gover n ment of India should have 

. \ j < ,i > | 

1 . • • r * ' J i /• * ■ 

taken no interest in the subject until this year. 




* , 


• * »> > • ' 
• * ’’ ■ • 


A-i- ' ' (k) In case the Government of India now decide 


to accept the ashes as genuine t a full statement should be issued 

• j • ' - • • • 

showing the evidence by which such a conclusion has been reached 

■it ]i r;. t 4 *. < - ' < 


and explaining satisfactorily ihy no action was taken in the ‘ 


»r - » v ^ 


a matter for almost 10 years* There' have been reports that the 

• 'cjyf-. . ■ ' 

Government of India are now willing to cover up for the negli- 

Y *'• ? /'■'’ ■ , ! 

gance and worse of the Japanese Government over the matter of 

$■ "■ 

Subhas Chandra Bose perhaps in order to derive some political 

>- • «. ’ ■ •. •' 

advantage from Japan* That would be deeply notifying if 

correct* . ’ , • 

* • 

- C. THE I.N.A. TREASURE t 

(l) It has been confirmed that Subhas Chandra Bose 
was carrying two heavy suitcases of which one at least cohtained 
treasure only* Is ifc not unusual then that the contents of both 

*’hese suit ca se 84 ^ 0 uld have been packed in two Kerosene oil tins 

plane 

after / th'«/crash. It is very likely that the Japanese authorities 


A 

•V 


J 



In Formosa did not send everything to Totyor -'.vy 

* v ‘ * 

(2) Even so, the two containers were handed over to 
Ramamurthy and Aiyer in September 1945 and for -six years they 
completely denied any knowledge of having received* any treasure 

. . »«*£• -r ■ il 

whatsoever. In the meantime both Aiyer and Ramamurthy have 

• 1 ■■ •, ” ! f. ' ' f 'Jk 1 }- 

prospered materially without any visible means. In 1947 Wien the 


v . 


memorandum was submitted to Shrl B. RamaBjo the reply received 

. '• v . 

by the then President of the Indian Association was that the 

• . ' . . . v , s . 

Government of India could not interest itself in the I.H^A.i funds. 

It was only four years later that Government made any attempt ;t<* 
find out whether there was some I.H.A. treasure involved in the 

1* { . , . , 

plane crash at Formosa. May the reason not be that- only after' 

' ' ' ' ’ ' ‘ t J i ‘ ^ ‘ ' 

Aiyer and Ramamurthy had managed to. get away with the treasure 

> ' >■ ’ • * " J J * V v-\\ 

that they informed the Government of India of their being 'some 

* # % ^ * # 

% • V : # ~ ' 

property which they ceremoniously handed over in order to cover Up 

* * +? \ I % +< ’■ ■ 

* , i ’ • t * * k ' * . ’ 

their misappropriation of the bulk of such treasure* There is no 


. . 

i 


info mat ion that the Government of India has taken any action in 

' v - . '>•« ' 

; *. ' • v t’i ■ 

order to thoroughly investigate the treasure that was being carried 

* t I • . r- ** ■ ** > »Vt 1 , V* 1 ' 

, i ; > } 

in the ill-fated plane and what happened subsequently tqiW ?*■ 

' ’ " • ’• > ’• ■?' . • • ) *• ‘ . f 

Obviously Aiyer and Hurbhy could have taken out such treasure from 
* . ■’ ' 1- * jf 

Japan only with the connivance of the Japanese authorities and the 

. ; '< • .. *>4 • » 

excuse that conditions in Japan were then very confused r im not 


sufficient exoneration .for the 


negligence of the Japanese author!- 

. 

_ . _ . _ 


ties in allowing the I.N.A. property to be smuggled out of the 

country. Government should hold a public enquiry which, if It would 

• > •. * 

“ 

not get back the treasure would at least determine who the likely 
culprits'- were who did' away with it. ; . , , •••,. j, , •# 

1 J Finally the general complaint is that the disinterested 
attitude of the Government of India for almost 10 years ia not 
particularly praiseworthy as it not only helped the guilty parties 
concerned to escape without blame but also because it postpones 
the rendering of honour to one of the great leaders who gave his 
life for the independence of India. 

* » » r i* # ■ * 

• f 

’ It will be observed that the stand of the Indian •’ * 


- 19 - 

f ^l>\ 


Community is not completely logical but reflects a fair 
degree of emotion.. 


4U 


( AlK.Dar ) dl/ . 
26.9.55 ^ 
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Ambassador 
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: Mr. Nakagawa, Director of the Asian Affairs 
Division told me this afternoon that he had been asked 
by the Foreign Minister to convey to the Indian Embassy 
that the proposal of the Government of India to conduct 
an enquiry into the circumstances of the death of the 
late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose was acceptable to the 
Government of Japan in the terms in which the proposal 
was made by the Indian Ambassador to the Foreign 
Minister. 

2. Mr. Nakagawa informed me that if the Ambassador 
wished to receive the above reply from Mr. Kadowaki 


FJ(i)r l\<{ 

that could be arranged but so far as the Government of 
Japan was concerned the above consent of the Government 

I 

of Japan to the Idea In principle could now be trans- 
mitted by us to the Government of India. 

. > 

3. Mr. Nakagawa added that the Government of. Japan 

ft 

hope& that there would be no departure from the main 
objective in view and extraneous enquiries and aside 

t 

researches would not be made. 

4. Mr. Nakagawa then asked for our detailed proposals 
about the method in which the enquiry is proposed /to 

be conducted and whether we would give any documents to 

the Government of Japan in advance to enable the 

• i I 

Japanese side to assemble the facts readily for further 
cross-examination. Mr. Nakagawa informed me that on 
their side the Japanese Government is preparing a 
detailed note containing all relevant information * 

i 

available about the circumstances relating to the death 

| 

and would be happy to make that document available to 


us for transmission to India in confidence. 

5. Mr. Nakagawa requested finally that the present 

■ status of negotiations on the subject should not be 
revealed in public without prior intimation to the 

ft 

Japanese Government and unless it was absolutely 

0 

necessary to give publicity, Mr. Nakagawa clarified 

that of course the fact of enquiry would become . public 

at a slightly later stage if and when any enquiry team 

comes from India or is set up in Japan, 
fe. T a/wj YVv/v V\ok. 

( A.K.Dar ) 

8. 11. 55 

wvtU VVA/vtCe^-^r^ Co 

' In H\C ^ 

H Vvvs. 

Jlvla i rVi . 

w-OCW. 


f * 'i 6 ' 


COnY"U^<jxJLj 

'^'IPUA ?<*-%■ '' Uh' ^U«^, ■ 

&UA^s&fy tt/fi JifnA. ) . 

ST d *1 

(ijttt ,C 


c 



T)>( : N..Z ija W) 

“ S|,rfa- ir^f- i ” 

U4 : ft . R. . 4 




Dij ♦ No * ^°| 5 (» 

hlj ( Ml-^MO 


* * • 

»/ • 

»> 


*’ 


$W . ft . ft . S 

l l* . 

A 

U 


, 


V|u * 




fa 


"Tr 

(,y») !>k- ( | l:|-0 


- • 

l)*j ! N* * (5 • *7l 

^si.) O' |M 10 


k 


^apL C -5 « KXjuk 4 






i r 5(twic l „-:i . - y 

(.si) ( j, <,-• ) 

*? V f S -, «■ Crfy »(. rx*U 

, 1 wiK % 't siC.4« 

-to U.l-JL. 

?1 *>»• ti >| $!• ( S J) (f>, loJ|lj 

i<- |T.,_ Rjuj 

• utj (t> io4.iot.10. 



\ 

i. 


\ 




2. I tol 1 him ‘t- at ! : v '9 enquiry hai necessarily 
to be private and not a public one. It vas not a 
judicial enquiry In the normal sense of the word, 

n n d nc oaths coni'! he Ivan. The matter w as complicated 
because the enquiry will largely tale place in a 
foreign country, namely Japan, and we could not 
impose any terms on the Japanese Government. life 
had to proceed with their full cooperation. Our 
effort should be to get as many facts as possible 
about Meta j i Subhash Bose’s last days - his disappearance 
or death or whatever it was . Apart from the direct 
evidence which we have thus far received and which 
may further ’e obtained, it seems to me almost, 
inconce ivnhle that Metaji should be alive. Over 
ten years ha v e toss d since the aircraft accident, 
liven if he had escaped then T cannot conceive how 
he could j ossibly re" atn silent hiring all those 
years when it "as very easy £?.kk Cor him to communicate 
in various ways "if India. All presumptions, 
therefore, are ib~>t hu lied and the real enquiry 
\ would h largely cheat th •• c ‘ rcumste.noes , but it 
was open to the ;i.nqu 1 ry Go'" it tee to inquiry into 
every fact oul circumstance's available to them. 

3. The-? s e ar° tin .general. terms of raft rence. 

It is not necoss.ar'' to rni - e tv>r> me precise. Cn 
arrival in Japan, the Commit! should immediately 
get into touch -.•l.th representatives of the Japanese 
Government -uid discuss ihk matt 'or with them and 
seen their cooperation. They will, of course, keep 
in constant torch with our Ambassador. As our 
Ambassador is in D^lhi now, it is desirable that 
they -should meet him before he gees back tc Japan. 

Only two Members c f l-ho Committee are in Delhi at 
present. The third ) ember, k>. TIaitra, has not 
arrived yet. lie is expected in a day or two. 

4. I pointed out to 3hri luresh Bose that 

Dr. Radha Binod lal’s appointment to this Committee 
was not suitable because of the part he played in 
the "/nr Criminals’ trial. He is, of course, a very 
eminent cirninal jurist and is 'jell 1 noun in Japan 
and elsewhere. But , in the circumstances , his 
functioning in this Commit! -e wight raise difficult 
problems and night not be liked by some foreign 
countries like th ’Jo A, wh ich ha.o considerable 
influence in Ja] an still. A]' art from this, my 
impression is k’ ! -t Dr. I : al has accepted some kind 
of 70 rl _ cn an International Gi ■•mission elsewhere. 

5. I told Jb rl Juresh lc an th -t the question 
of hr Criminals dees not ar'se -in' 1 we are not going 
to ask + -br i r :j a o 1 ’ -uy otb- ■>’ c.< ipt. rv as to ’-'hother 
Mutaji is in th-- 1 1 : t c •’ " ■ • r hr Criminals . 

I cssi.bly, -h • I r r -■» '(lu j r i th >t they believed 

he was dead. Anyhow , do not jose to do anything 

in the. i a tier. ' r h >re can he nc quasi ion whatever of 
our handing aw person, ven a non-In ltan who seeks 
refuge i cun country, g for ;, ign power, much loss 


ccntd 


2 - 


an Indian national of repute. 

6. I did not say anything specific about 

Shri Shah Nanas Khan being a Member of the Committee 
because he was present at the time. I think the 
Committee that we have constituted should function 
without any change. 

7. C3 might keep in touch with FS in this 
matter as the latter dealt with this in the earlier 
stages. 

8. I think that our Ambassador in Tokyo, Shri 
B.R. Senj should meet Shri Surest) Bose and Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan. This should be arranged. 


3 d/- 

(J. Nehru) 
2.4.1956. 


(FS Shri B.R. Ben will leave Delhi on the 4th. 
( Please show him this note and arrange a 

(C3 meeting tomorrow. You might be present at 
the discussions. 


3d/- S.Dutt. 

JS(E) 2.4.56. 

.Shri B.R. Jen may kindly see. We could meet 
in Shri Shah Nawaz I'han's room at 6 p.d. 
tomorrow as Mr. Maitra* the 3rd Member will 
arrive at 5.30 p.m. tomorrow. 


Sd/- T.N.Kaul. 
2.4; 56. 

Shri B.R. Sen 

usTfsaT 

I have already fixed 7 p.m. at F.S.'s residence 
tomorrow. Shah Nawaz's Secy, had rung r© up 
this afternoon. 

3d/- B.R, Sen. 
2.4.56. 

us(fsa). 

Sd/- R.S.Chavah. 
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Will F.S. advise about this? Are there any papers? 
Answers to 1 and 3 are comparatively easy and I know them. 


Sd/- C.S. Jha . 
16. 9 f 57 


: 


The papers dealing with the case are placed below. 

We also have in the Library the report of the Enquiry 
Committee. There are other files relating to earlier 

I . 

correspondence on the subject, sanctions for the ' 

. / 

s 4 

Enquiry. Committee and other administrative matters. 

These have not been put up. It is not possible 'to give 
any clear answer to (2). In a letter dated 4th December 
1953, Miss". Leilamani’ Naidu instructing the Ambassador here 
about the letter to' the fa’iest Q f Renkoji Temple said 
"He should also be told that, at the proper time, we 
shall send for the ashes and have them in India." Later 
the Prime Minister speaking in the Lower House on 
29th September said "Government have not approached 
the Government of Japan or the Management of the Renkoji 
Temple to bring these ashes to India. Government have 
fe}.t that in this mater, no steps should be taken without 
the approval of the family of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose." 
We have no further information about the ‘Government of 
India’s intentions. Presumably, for reasons of domestic 
politics, it is not proposed to give publicity to this 
matter. 

Two drafts are put up for approval. 
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A draft letter to Rev. Kyoei Mochizuki 
is put up for Ambassador's approval as desired by 
Mr. J.Sv Mehta.. 
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Please •" 

to. 12.57. 

Do we have any ffarerax papers on this subject? 

Sd/- Pouchpa Dass 

11. 12,57. 

I.S.Ii have no papers on the subject. 
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Issue letter dictated. 
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I attended the meeting referred to in the i 

F.R. Actually the invitation was brought by Mrs,. 

* 

Emori who is a philanthropic society lady with - a keen 
interest in India. She has for many years helped 
Indian students in Japan, even to the extent of giving 
them financial assistance when they have been temporari« 
ly embarrassed owing to exchange regulations etc. When 
I went to the meeting I discovered that it was sponsor- 
ed by a number of War Criminals. Among those present 
were ex-Lt.Genl. Oshima, the last- Imperial Japanese 
Ambassador in Berlin and ex-Lt.Genl. Kawabe who 
commanded the Imperial Japanese Army in Burma. Also . 
present were exTCol. Iwakuro and Mr. Takaoka, a 
Member of the Diet, 

2. The speeches were mainly concerned with the 

late Subhas Chandra Bose who was personally known to 
most of those present. Ex-Col. Iwakuro said that the 
time had come to move the ashes from the obs|cure and. 
inaccessible temple where they are now kept to a 
national shrine and that the Diet should look into 

0 

this matter. In reply Mr. Takaoka said that he and 
his friends were already seized of this position and 
were proposing to move a bill in the next session 
for the shifting of the ashes to a monument to be 
built for the purpose. When this speech had been 
translated to me I replied that our Prime Minister 

i 

had himself visited the Renkpji Temple and seen the 
ashes; he had expressed his pleasure and satisfaction 
at the reverent manner in which the Priest of the 
Renkoji Temple was looking after the ashes and in these 
circumstances I did not think that, there was any need 
for moving them elswhere. Ex-Lt.Genl. Kawabe then 
modified his attitude and. said that the Renkoji Temple 
needed to be helped so as to make it more prominent 
and better known in consequence .of the ashes that it 


- Tp - 


contained, i said that it was a very good idea to give 

. / 

■whatever help was possible to the Renkoji Temple but 
that moving the- ashes would raise several problems^ 
inter alia the family of the late Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose would have to be consulted, 

3. I understood from the interpreter that the 

Gaimusho would be approached before a bill was actually 
tabled in the House of Representatives. 



Ambassador would recall my mentioning the 
F.R. to him,. 1 . I find that the previous correspondence 
on the subject took place between the Head of the 
Missipn and the Director of a Division in the Ministry. 
A draft letter to Shri B.K. Acharya is put up for 
approval. 
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This was discussed with the Ambassador and I went to see 
Mr. Miyake, Dy. Director of the Asian Affairs Bureau* While 
mentioning the case to Mr. Miyake I also mentioned to Mr* Miyake 
that on 24th October another person, a Mr. I. Kagabu had come 
to the Bnbassy and told a practically identical story* In - ohor t, 
I left Mr. Kagabu’ s written statement as well a 3 the original 
Japanese record of the conversation of Mr. Takei with Mr. Miyake 
who said he would inquire into the matter. He mentioned, 
however, that two of the names given by Mr. Takei were of Koreans 
and and that the reference to reimbursement to the present holder 
made him rather suspicious about the whole deal. He will inform 
me when he gets something from the Police. 


-if 
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( G.J. Malik ) 
28/10/1958 


After discusssing the matter mentioned above, Mr. Miyake 
said that he wanted to know when the Govt, of Indie proposed to 
move Subash Bosds ashes. He said that this was a personal enquiry 

A 

and the priest had been feeling uncomfortable about theoontinued 
presence of these ashes in the temple. It w#s not the custom 
in Japan for ashes to be kept continuously in temples. They are 
normally retained for a short period and then transferred to the 
family grave or shrine. Moreover the priest who is getting old, 
feels that he should not leave the ashes to others in Japan. 


I gave him the answers that there had been no reply from either { 
Mr. Bose^ family in Austria or his relations in India about the ashea 
and that we might be embarrassed by having these ashes in India where 
there is no practice of keeping ashes since, among Hindus, the ashes 




are either cast into a river or otherwise scattered. Mr. Miyake 
«— iid that, in ntV case, it will be more appropriate for the ashes 
to be disposed of in India than hav e -them tenbt r retained indefinitely 
in Japan. There is force in this argument particularly when we 
are officially taking steps to take away the ashes of Rash Behari 
Bose and arrangements are being made for their retention in IndiA. 
Ambassador way wish to bring this matter to the notice of the Govt, 
as, I think, Mr. Miyake expects an answer from us. The last lettei 
from the Ministry on the file is at sl.no. 96 and is now a year old. 
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',^.'2 - Ambassador might like to glance through 

the interesting file about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
placed below. It concerns a wide range of subjects 
connected with Netaji, viz:, circumstances and 
details regarding his death, the treasure which he 
carried from Bangkok, the behaviour of those of his 
colleaguesZwho were the last to see him alive, the 
work of the Netaji Enquiry Commission appointed by 
the Government of India, in 1956, etc. 

2. This file is, and would be of historical 
interest. I feel that we should send it back to the 
Historical Division of the Ministry and after due 
scrutiny and weeding out, those portions of file which 
are of permanent interest, should be passed on to the 
National Archives. 

3. . If Ambassador agrees, we will send the 

file back to India by diplomatic bag. 



£Ln the I.N.A. ‘ 



(J.N. DIXIT) 
9 . 12.1965 
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fear Mission, 

Vie enclose for your information a copy of 
question No, 334, answer and supplerientnries in 
the Parliament of India about the death cf Netn.li 
Subhas Chandra Bcse. 


Y( urs ever, 

Ministry of External Affairs. 


The Indian Lin ism Misr.it n, 
Toky o 







Parliament e? India. Quest lens ft Answers, 

(5-3-62) . i 

Uncerrected - net fer publlcatlen. 


Quest ten 334. 


Shri Hamath i In view ef the fact that the Heuse is deeply 
interested in this matter , may I request the Prime Minister 
te read net the whele ef the resume but at least Habib's 
versien en page 2 and 3? 

i 

Mr. Speaker i I de net see why the time ef the questien heur 
sheuld be taken by such reading. The resume is already 
there and nen-Members may refer te it. 

I 

Mr.Kamath* Se that separate questlens may be put and 
answered. 

Mr. Speaker i He has get a cepy ef the statement. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru t May I f Sir, read the last twe line si 
The repert is a detailed versien ef the enquiry. It, else 
centains a certain versien given by Japanese efflcers whe met 
him. (Mr. Ayer). These are details but the final cenclusien 
I weuld read frem the repert. 

"In cenclusien I weuld pepeat that I have net the faintest 
deubt in my mind that the ashes that are enshrined in the 
Renkeji temple in Tekye are Netajl's." 

Mr.Kamath i Did Mr. Ayer in May last visit ehly Tekye er nisi 
Taiheku, Salgen and ether places? ! 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru i I have te speak frem memery. I 
de net think that w went te Taiwan er Rermesa. I eannet say 
abeut apy ether places either. 

j 

Hr.Kamathi The repert with me says that at Taiheku after 
the 

4 :] 

Mr. Speaker i I de net see the utility ef putting these 
questlens. The repert is by an efflcer and it is befere the 
Heuse and all that the hen. Prime Minister is delng is te eenve] 
the repert te the Heuse. Hew can he answer questlens abeut 
the accuracy er etherwlse ef the repert? 

Hr.Kamathi Is it net a fact that en several eccasiens in 
in this Heuse the farmer Heme Minister. Sardar Patel and later 
Dr.Keskar stated that they had ne irrefutable evidence er 
preif ef the death ef Netaji Subhas Chandra Bese and if se, ^ 
may I knew whether this is taken as the last werd en the subjec 

Vi 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru t This is the fullest and latest 
acceunt that we have had. Whether it is the last werd er sem; 
further infermatien may ceme later I eannet say but it dees 
seem new that it is a fairly cenvlncing acceunt. 

1 

Hr.Kamathi New that Gevernment is satisfied that letaji l 
Subhas Chandra Bese is definitely ne mere, is there any prepes^ 
befere Gevernment te erect a suitable memerial te him in the 
Red Fert? 

Mr. Speaker t I am afraid I must disallew the questien. 

It is a suggestlen fer actien. Next questien. 


^STION AND. ANSWER FOR THE MEETING OF THE 
PARLIAMENT OF INDIA TO BE HELD ON THE. 5TH MARCH 3952 


Admitted as No. 334 in the Final List,, 


QUESTION 


♦ Shri Kamath: 

Will the Prime Minister be please to state s 

(a) whether it is a fact that Shri S. A* -Ayer 
Director of Publicity with the Government of Bombay 
recently returned from Tokyo and submitted to 
Government a report on tho death or present 
vhoroabouts of Notaji Subhas Chandra Bose; and 

(b) if so, whothor a copy of tho report 
will bo laid on the Table of tho Housej and 

s (c) if not, whether tho House can have a 

» resume of tho contents thereof? 


ANSWER (ORAL) 

ffonVEio. fori Nqhrm 

(a) .(b) and ( c) 

On tho 15th of Sopt onbor 1951, Mr., 3. A. 
Ayer callod on tho Primo Mini star and told him 
that ho had paid a brief visit to Japan towards 
tho and of May. Tho purpose of his visit had 
s boon to re- verify tho story of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s air crash near Taihoku (Foimosa) on 
August tho 18th, 1945, Ho also showed the Primo 
Minister sono papers, some photographs and some 
documents signed by tho JaPanoso people. At the 
Prime Minister’s request, Mr. Ayer sont him a 

4 

detailed roport of his onquirios on the 26th of 
September. A rosumo’ of tho roport is placed 
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RESUME 1 

i 

,0_F 

SERI S, A. AYER* S REPORT ON AIRCRA8H OF NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AT TAIHOKU (FORMOSA) ON 
AUGUST. 18, 1945, 


At 5-15 P.M, on the 17th August, 1945, I and a 

f 

number of, my colleagues saw Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

and Col,Habib-ur r Rahman off by a bomber leaving Saigon 

‘ 

airport for an unknown destination. The Japanese 

* l 

authorities offered me a seat in a plane leaving Saigon 
for Japan on 20th August and hinted that I could Join 
Netaji very soon, I reached Saigon airport on the morning 
of the 20th August, 1945, and there accidentally met Mr, Fukuoka* 
Chief of the Domei News Agency for the East Asia Regions vrino 
told me abruptly that he was sorry for Netaji# I merely 
presumed that Netaji had been held up in Formosa owing to 
bad weather, A little later Just as I was going to board the 
plane, Rear Admiral Chuda6f the Japanese Navy told me that ■ _ 
Netaji was dead. I had no chance to ask him for details 
because in the next few moments I was aboard the plane. 

When we reached Canton airport at 5 p,m. and 
halted for refuelling, Col. Tada, who was escorting me, 
took me aside and told me for the first time that Netaji* s 
plane crashed near Taihoku (Formosa) on August 18 and that 
Netaji was seriously injured and succumbed to his injuries 
the same night, and that Col, Habib-ur-Rahman, who was not so 

v 

seriously injured, was alive and lying in a hospital in Taihoku, 

I asked him to take me to Taihoku so that I could see Netaji* s 
body with my o m eyes and also be of some service to Habib, I 
told him that without positive proof nobody in India would 
believe the story. Though Col. T a da promised to help me, I 
was not taken to Taihoku* 

We reached Tokyo on the 22nd August, 1945 a nd the 

Japanese, in consultation with me, drafted brief communique 

announcing the death of Netaji. On September 7th, Sri Rama 

/Mur thy, 
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Mur thy j ex-Chairman, Indian Independence League in Japan and 
I contacted the Japanese Military authorities ^o told us that 

the ashes of Netaji brought by H a bib from Formosa the previous 

" * * . •*. * N '* '1 1 

day would bo handed to us for safe custody and that Habib 

himself, would be joining us sometime that evening. I received 
the ashes at the hands of a senior Japanese military officer at 
} the main entrance to the Imperial Japanese Military Headquarters) 

{and took them to the house of Sri Murthy. The same night Habib 
arrived in the house of Sri Ananda Mohan Sahay where I was /■ 
staying. I give b.elow Habib* s version of vfoat happendd to 
Netaji after I saw him off at the Saigon airport on the •’ 
evening of August 17th 1945. 

Habib* s version begins: "A couple of hours after W3 
took off from Saigon aerodrome on 17th August, we landed at" 

Touralne (Indo-China) and halted there for the night. Early 
next morning we again took off and landed at the Taihoku 
airport at about 2 p.n. on the 18th. We took off from there 
at 2.35 p.n. Wo had just cleared the runway and gained two 
or three hundred feet height when there was a sudden deafening 
noise. I thought It was an enemy fighter, I learnt later 
that one of the propellors of the port engine had broken. The 
plane was already wobbling and in spite of the best efforts of the 
pilot, the plane crashed on its nose and everything went black 
for a while. When I recovered consciousness a few seconds after, 

i' i t 

I realised that all tho luggage had crashed on top of mo and a 1 
fire had started in front of me. So, exit by the roar was 
blocked by the packages and exit' by the front was possible 
only through the fire. Netaji was injured in the head but had 
struggled to his feet and was about to move in my direction to 
get away from the fire. As there was no passage I ‘said to him 
"Aagese nikliye, Netaji". With both his hands he fought his 
way through the fire and stood outside about ten or fifteen 
feet away. When the plane crashed, ho got a splash of petrol all 

/over 
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over his cotton khaki and it. caught fire when he struggled 
through tho nose of the piano# So. he stood thoro with his 
, clothes burning and making dosporato efforts to unbucklo the 
belts of his bushcoat and round his waist, I dashed, up to 
him and tried to help him remove the bolts. Then I noticed 
that his face was battered by iron and burnt by fire# A few 
minutos later ho collapsod and lay on tho ground, I was also 
exhausted and lay down by his side. The next thing I knew 
I was lying on a hospital bed next to Netaji. I loarnt later 1 
that within fifteen minutes of tho crash, military ambulance 
had rushod us to hospital in Taihoku city, Netaji lost 
consciousness almost immediately after reaching tho hospital# 

Ho rogainod it soon after. Ho nover complainod about the 
writhing pain that he must havo boon suffering. Except ( 


for brief spoils ho was conscious throughout. A moment before 
I his ond came ho said to mo "My end is coming very soon. I have 



country' s freedom, I am dying for 


my country's freedom. Go and tell my countrymen to continue 


the fight for India's freedom, India will bo free before long," 


Tho JaPanoso mado superhuman efforts to save Notaji. But it was 
all in vain. Six hours after he was brought into the 
hospital i.e,, at 9 p,m, on 18th August, 1945, Netaji's end 
came peacefully. 


"Vlhen I felt well enough to talk to them I told 


the Japanese to arrange to send Notaji* s body by piano to 
Singapore or to Tokyo. They promised they would. They then 
told me that it was impossible to carry Wotaji's remains out 
of Taihoku and cromation had to bo arranged as early as possible. 
They asked my consent for it, I had no other alternative 
but to agroo. Tho funeral service with full military honours was 
held in the shrine attached to the hospital and the cremation 
u took place on the 20th, They placed Netaj’i's ashes in an urn 
and kept it in tho shrine. Three weeks later I was told that a 


/single 


> 9 
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j A single sfnbulance plane was leaving Taihoku and I could get a 
seat. I took charge of Netaji* s ashes and flew by that plane 
and reached Tokyo on the 6th September 1945, I was taken 
straight to one of the suburbs for the sake of secrecy and it 
'was only two days later that - the Japanese took first the-ashes 

( and then rad into Tokyo city." Habib* s version ends. 

On Sapienb<M?--l4 , we took the a ehg> a t n tha panlmid 
| temple in Toky o where we held a funeral service conducted %by 
Ithe priest of the temple and left the ashes in his safe custody* 

I and Habib were flown to Delhi under military 
escort in an American plane and reached Delhi on Novanber 22,1945 
I paid a brief visit to Japan towards the end of 
-May, 1951. I was in Tokyo from May 24 to June 10. During my 
stay there I tried to meet as many Japanese nationals as I could, 
with a view to checking up the truth of the air- crash. First 
1 1 went to tho temple to make sure that the ashes were there as 
Jl left than six years ago. The sane priest was still there, , 

The first Japanese I saw after meeting the priest 
Was Mr. Fukuoka whom I had last seoen at Saigon airport on the 
morning of August 20th 1945. I recalled to his mind our 
conversation that morning and asked him what exactly ho knew 
at that moment, six years ago. He told mo that he knew from 

certain messages that Netaji* s plane had crashed in Taihoku 

* * 

and that Netaji had been seriously injured but that he was 
not aware then that Netaji had succumbed to his injuries. He 
heard about Netaji' s death only some time after my plane took off. 
He was convinced of the truth of this story becauso it wa? 
corroborated by different Japanese Military officers stationed 
at that time in Saigon, 

I also net Col. Tada, the officer who accompaniad 

mo from Saigon to Tokyo in August 1945, and asked him why h 9 

failed to take me to Taihoku in spite of his promise' to do so, 

He explained that it was past 10 p.m, when our plane reached T ai ch., 

and it was not considered safe to proceed to Taihoku at that 

/hour 
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* "hour, as the aerodrome there was surrounded by hillocks. They did 
• not wish to touch Taihoku the next day because August 21 was the 
, last day given by the Allies for the Japanese to ground all their 

planes in Japan and elsewhere. If Netaji had been alive at that 
time in Taihoku they night have takon the risk of flying to 

c' ■ 

Taihoku, For the rest, he repeated his story of six years before 
in all essential details and told me it was no use anybody 
doubting the truth of the plane crash. To provide me with 
further authentic proof of the tragic event, he mentioned the 
names of two Japanese officers, Col, Nonogaki of tiio Japanese Air 
Force, and Captain Aral of the Japanese Army, as the only two 
• Japanese survivors of the air crash who could be contacted in. 

< Tokyo itself. I met Col, Nonogaki for the first time in Tokyo, 
on the evening of June 5, 1951. He gave me a graphic description 
of the air crash. In broadline ho conf imod Habib* s version of 
six years ago. Through Col, Nonogaki' s good offices I saw Captain „ 

Aral who gave me a brief eyo-witnoss account o-f the crash and 
conf irmed Net aji* s death in the hospital at 9 p,m, on August 18,1945, 

I must here mention another very important fact 
in this connection. When I was in Delhi in April 1951, I met ' 

Mr, Marin Shah, special re spresentativo of the ’Bharat* of Bombay 

ffo had been to Formosa in 1948 on tour. He told me in detail about 
his inquiries which convinced him that the crash did take place, 
that Notaji died in Taihoku and his body was cremated. He shdwed 

I 

me the photographs he had taken of the Chief of the Japanese Army 

Hospital liiero Netaji was treated, the surgeon who actually treated 

% 

Nataji, the nurses who attended on him, the chief of the modical 
faculty who sent blood for transfusion to Netaji and the students 
who gave the blood for transfusion, ' , * . 

In conclusion I would repeat th a t I have not 
the faintest doubt in my mind that the ashes that are enshrined 
in the Ronkoji temple in Tokyo are Notaji's. 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
NEW DELHI, 


the u<t$ October, 1952 


My dear Rauf, 

Will you please refer to the corres- 
pondence resting with Chettur' s d.o. letter 
No. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, 
about the IN A. properties taken over by our 
Mission in Tokyo from Ram Murthy ? 

* 2. The Prime Minister wishes to know 

whether the treasure or its equivalent -ill 
money can now be brought over to India. /Is 
our Treaty of Peace with Japan has come- into 
force, this should' be a comparatively easy^ 
matter,. 

3, Me would be grateful if you would 
kindly make the necessary inquiries and cable . 
your reply. 


Kind regards 



±M» ti • 1 1 cl Hi. ^ L/ t } 

Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo , 

Japan. 


M. A. Rauf, Esq 
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C.S. Ho. 131 


O.T.P. 

Telegram TOP 
Prom -Indembassy Tokyo. 

To Foreign Hew Delhi, 



DTO October 271500 



Ho. 131-G. Ton Secret . RAUF to LEILAMANI HAIDU. 
Reference your Top Secret D.O. Ho. F,25(6)/HGO-52, 
dated 16th October, 

Propose to send the stuff in our custody with 
DAHLE, Joint Secretary, Agriculture Ministry, who is 
returning to India on 7th Hovember. Reference to 
Japanese Government HOT considered necessary and may 
involve delay. Japanese Government has so far evinced 
HO interest in the matter. 


Amb. and FS 

ixL 

% ft 

27-10-52 


IN COM ’.MG 


u 


FILE COPY! 



DTO October 301530 
DTR October 302230 


IlfflEDIATE y 

No. 27621. Top Secret. , Tor RAUF. Your 

/ 

Top Secret telegram No. 131-G of October 27th. 
Please send authenticated list along with the stuff 
through DAKEE. 


Amb and FS 


w 


30-10-52 
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Telegram 

From 

To 





<Tndembassy Tokyo. 
Foreign Few Delhi. 


C#S« Fo. 134 



8 fr c 
8 NOV 1952 


DTO November 081230 


MOST U-iNEDIATE ^ 

-mm, mm * **% •'■'**• mm m m- . 1 . / » 

No* 134-G* Top Secret * /tfrom RAUF. Your 
Top Secret telegram No. 27621 ^of 30th October. 

DAKCE bringing stuff and copy of list by Pan American 
Airways flight No. 3 leaving 9th reaching Delhi 10th 
evening. Kindly instruct Customs authorities for 
Customs exemption. 


Amb. and FS 


J 


u 

8-11-52 


OUTGOING 




FILE COPY 




C.S. No. 136 


From 


Telegram 



Indembassy Tokyo. 


O.T.P 



To 


Foreign New Delhi. 


DTO November 081515 


HOST IIINEDIATE 



No. 136-G. Top Secret . Continuation my Top 
Secret telegram No. 134-G of today’s date. If 
necessary please insure stuff worth Rs. 90,000 
(repeat 90,000) carried in steel attache case weighing 
approximately 35 (repeat 35) pounds, as insurance 
NOT possible this end. 


Amb * and FS 



8-11-52 


OUTGOING 


TILE COPY 1 





C.S. No. 137 


Telegram 

Prom 

To 


O.T.P. 



Indemba9sy Tokyo. 
Poreign Pew Delhi, 



DTO November 101000 


MOST IMMEDIATE , 

No. 137-G. Top Secret. Continuation our 
telegram No. 136-G November 8th. DAKEE arriving 
Delhi Pan American Airways flight No. 3 Tuesday 0005 hours. 


Amb. and PS 

M. 

* 10-11-52 


(?) 


I » 


Received from the Embassy of India in 


Japan, Tokyo, (through hand of 3ri 1-1.3, Nair) 
one suit-case containing a sealed bag (weight approxi- 
mately 32 lb) for delivery to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, New Delhi. 


Ilaneda Airport, 

Tokyo, Dated the (. g' ^ 

9th November, 1952, 
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C.S. No. 165 



DTO November 12 NIL 
DTR November 130945 




.1 


No. 27627. Top Secret . For RAUF. Tour 
Telegram No. 137 November 10th. Goods arrived 
November 12th, 


Amb. and FS 


u. 

13-11-52 
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By Diplomatic Bag 
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Dear Miss Naidu, ^ 5 

Will you please refer to correspondence Ending with 
your Top Secret telegram No. 27627 of the 12th November regard* 
ing I.N.A. properties? 

2* As you must have noticed , a copy of the list of the 

treasure was enclosed in the bag carried by Damle. In this 
connection, please refer to Chettur's Top Secret D.O. letter 

' \ 


\\V 

V ^\W*No. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, to Dutt, wherein 

/ V>V ' 

£.> also a copy of the list was enclosed. 

3. As we had reported to you in the letter quoted above, 

Mr. Murty had also given us Yen 20,000 in cash, I presume you 
would now want us to credit this amount to our account* If so, 
please indicate the Head of Account. 

Yours sincerely, 




■ ~ o[c 

(If. A. Rauf) 


Miss Leilamani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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D.O. No. F, 2 5/4/NO 0 . 


TOB^ggCRET- ^ I't 

OF XTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

NEW DELHI. 

the November, 1952, 



Will you please refer to our telegram 
No, 27627 of the 12th November ? 

2, Darale's arrival was delayed and we 
therefore received the case of valuables 
only on the 12th, We shall keep them in 
safe custody after weighing the package^ 

until it is decided what is to be done with x ,M' 
them, ^ s 

3, I would incidentally draw your attention 
to our telegram No, 27621 of the 30th October, 

in which you were asked to send an authenticate d 
list along with the goods. The list in the 
case bore no signature and is therefore of 
little use for purposes of check. 




(H. Dayal) 


Dr, M, A.. Rauf, 

Ambassador of India 
Tokyo (Japan) 


TO 



D.O.No. V.’Js] | " .c 

W . U>) 



JJ' 


MWl&TftY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 

20th November, 1952. 



Subjects I.N.A. PROPERTIES 


My dear Rauf, 


V 






Will you please refer to your y' 

Top Secret letter D.0.No.F.5(l)N.G.0-l of the 
14th November, on the above subject? The gold 
sent through Mr.Damle has been safely received. 
The question of its final disposal is still 
under consideration. The Prime Minister desires 
that the Yen 20,000/- which Mr .Mur thy handed 
over in cash to your Embassy as part of the 
I.N.A. properties be kept by you, in a safe, 
until further instructions. The money is not 
to be credited to the Embassy account. 

Kind regards, 
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Vo VW r ‘ 


TOKYO 



(VtJ \fcn lyoo ^ ) 0 a[ Mi tJkb In, 

•V iiL w |) 1- .( 
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Ho.F.5(l)/faJ0-I 



IIP 



y‘ 


Hy dear 


5th December, 1952. 


\\ 


<>' X 


Please refer to your Top Secret D.O. letter 
IJo.E.25(A)NG0, dated the 15th November, 1952, which 
has crossed ny D.O. letter No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the / 
14th November to Kiss Ilaidu. 

2. It was explained in ny letter mentioned above 
that a copy of the list was enclosed in Chettur’s D.O. 
letter No.F.26(l4)/48 doted the 20th October to Dutt. 

In view of this, I did not think it proper to reopen 
the packages which were sealed at the tine the vreighment 
was made and delivery token from Llurthy, so as to prepare 
another list. The list sent with Chettur’ s letter nay, 
therefore, be utilised for the purposes of check* 

Another copy of the list was sent to you only for 
reference. • \ 

i. 

i \ 

V/ifli kind regards, 

• H 

Yours 

Uf- ' \ 

H. Dayal, Esq., i.C.S., (M.A. RAUF) 

Joint Secretory to the Govt, of Indi, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

tfrif if nnT ttt 9 
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V/- 


V N0.D.5433-CJK/52. 

Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Mew Delhi, the November, 1952, 


To 



Rev. M. Dharmeswar, 
Nippenaan Myohoji, 
Ha na Okayama , 
Kumamoto, Japan. 


V 


\t 

V v\ 


I am directed to acknowledge receipt of 
»tter dated the 6th November 1952, addressed to 
the President of India, regarding the ashes of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose and to say that the ashes are already in 
the custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. 

Yours faithfully, 








/ 


(V.K.Ahuja) . 
Under Secretary. 


V 


N 


Copy, together with a copy of the letter 
replied to forwarded to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, for 
information. ^ 

\ By ©OPS t ■, 


V . fc 




Under Secretary. 


To 


7 > 


r\ 


His Excellency 

The President of India. 

Your Excellency, 

May I know if India government is willing to 
take any step about the ashes of Sri Subhas Chandra 
Bose now lying at Tokyo? If so please inform me so 
that I may move for them properly here. 


I remain, 

Your Excellency’s etc., 


Sd/ -xxxxxxxxxxx 


Address. 

Rev. M. Dharmesv/ar 
Nipponzan Myohoji 
Hana okayama 
Kumamoto 
Japan. 


r\ 



D.O. No. F. 5(1)1100-1 



» 


(I'l) 


(Br DIPLOMATIC BfiG) 


11th December 1952. 


A* 


Dear Miss Naidu, 

Will you please refer to the Ministry’s letter ,/ 
No.D.5433-GJK/52, dated the 24th November, addressed 
to Rev. M. Dhameswar, stating that the ashes of 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose are in the oustody of Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo? 

2. I an afraid there is some misunderstanding as the 
ashes are still in the Renkoji Temple. Please see in ^ ^ 
this connection Mr. Chakravarti's D.O. No.25/4/tlG0 dated d 

A. 

the 13th July, 1951, to Mr. Chettur saying that the ashes 
should remain where they are. > 




Yours sincerely, 

(V.C. TRIYEDI) 


Miss Leilamani Naidu. 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

flE O ML 
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D.O. Ho . D . 4067- NG 0/52 


)F EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
NEW DELHI. 




MINISTRY OF E 


the January, 1953 


Y ,, r i * ' ' * 

Dear Mr. Trivedi, 

Will you please refer to your D.O, No.F. 5( l) NGO-I , 
dated the 11th December 1952, to Miss Naidu, regarding 
the ashes of Sari Subha s Chandra Bose ? 1 

2. Rev. M. Dharmeswar had asked us if India 
Government were willing to take any steps about the 
ashes of Sari Shbhas Chandra Bose now lying at Tokyo. 

Our intention was simply to tell him that the Indian 
Government and our Embassy in Tokyo were aware of the 
existence of the ashes and had full control over their 
disposal even though these were kept in the Renkoji 

^temple. In this connection please refer to Mr. Chettur’s 
D.O. No.F.26(14)/48, dated the 1st October 1951, to 
Mr. Dutt. 

3. To avoid any misunderstanding, however, we 
are writing to Rev. Dharme s|/lwar again to clarify the 
po sition. 


Yours sincerely, 



(V.K. Ahuja) 


V.C. Trivedi, Esq., I.F. S. , 
First Secretary, 

Embassy of India, 

Tokyo, 

JAPAN. 


i 
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No . D . 4067- NGO/52 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
(V^' 7 Ministry of External Affairs 

New Delhi , the January , 1953, 


f* 


4 




From 


Sir! V.K. Ahuja, 

Under Sacretary to the Govt* of India 


To 


Rev. M, Dharmeswar, 
Nipponzan Myohoji 
Hanaokayama, 

‘ KUMAMOTO . 

Japan. 


> 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to this Ministry's 
letter No.D.5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th November 1962, 
and to say that the ashes of Siri SUbha s Chandra Bose 
are kept in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo under the 

y 

custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. 

Yours faithfully, 


SD/ - 


(V.K. Ahuja) 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 


Copy forwarded to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, 
for information,, 


By order, etc„ , 


l (VC $ , 

(V.K. Ahuja) 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 







No: F.25/4/NG0 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, January 24 



a 


*) 


I^S cIl (V\, I 

* Will vrm nl pasfi rpf p- 



Will you please refer to Miss Naidu's D.O. No 


F.25/4/NG0, dated the 20th November 1952, regarding the 

1. N.A. properties ? 

2. The Prime Minister has now directed that the 

* 

Yen 20,000/- lying with you should be transferred here. 

Can you send the amount to us by bank draft ? If this is 
not possible under the Japanese Government's exchange 
regulations, or for any other reason, we shall have to devise 
other means of transferring the money. One way would be for 
you to credit the amount in your official accounts and for 
a corresponding payment in rupees to be made here. But this 
should not be done unless you get clear instructions from 
the Ministry, indicating the head to which the money should 
be credited in your accounts. 


1 


(H. Dayal) 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo (Japan) 


* 





D.O. No , F . 2 5/4/NGO 





/a’’ 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 


the UK March, 1953. 

f 7 



Subject: I.N.A. Treasure . 



^t-A\ 

Will you please refer to my D.O. 
letter No.F.25/4/NG0, dated the 24th ^ 
January 1953, regarding the transfer of 
Yen 20,000 now held by the Embassy ? 

2. We shall be grateful for an early 


reply. 


yT***L~4*P^ 

(H. Dayal) 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


D.O. lIo.F.5(l)MCO-I 


(lo) 


24th March, 1953. 






ily dear Harish, 



January and 17th of March, 1953, respectively? 


2. Me suggest that we credit this amount of 


20,090 Yens in oir official accounts and a 
corresponding payment in Rupees may be made in 
Delhi. The exact amount in Rupee equivalent would 
be Rs. 265-11-0. Please let me know the head under 
which this money shoul d be credited in our accounts. 


Yours sincerely 


/w4 




JL U * \.\X , X • V • V ♦ | 

Joint ' ccrctniy to t!io Government of India 



D.O. NO.F.25/4/NG0 



MINISTRY OF 
NE 

,\ The S' ^ May 

ai; 

My dear Ambassador, 

Will you please refer to your 
letter No.F.5(l)MG0-I, dated the 24th 
March 1953 to Shri II. Dayal ?. ** lo 

2. The amount of 20,000 Yen (Es 265/11/-) 
may kindly be credited to Government and 
entered in your Cash Account under the head 
"Tokyo-Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from 
Indians (Adjustable in India)". The date on 
which this is done and other necessary 
particulars may kindly be intimated to us in 



EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
W DELHI, 




due course, when steps will be taken here to 
withdraw the amount in rupees in India. 

Yours sincerely, 


K 




(Devi Diyal ) 


Dr. M. A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


A 


me 


m 


Receipt Vp. No. Y-ll 


Dated, 12-5-53. 


Tokyo - Suspense - Miscellaneous Receipts from 

Indians 

(Adjustable in India) 

P*. 205-11-0 


Being the amount referred to in 
the Ministry of External Affairs' D.O. 
NO.F.25/4/NG0, dated the 5-5-53. 

¥ 20,000 




Yen twBnty thousand only. 




W. ( s. s\ ^ 

Second fecrettry 


in** 
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0* 
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D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


15th May 1953 




f>~4 
u 

•fitej 


My 


dear A 4 *'* ^y, 



Will you please refer to your demi-official letter 

. t ' V. 

'• ' > : • 'a- 

• • • { v ;£X2MjLAg 

r \C' V,: - - v. % S?3l5H 


No. F.25/4/NG0 of" the 5th May 1953? 


J f<P4WVlVi7tHf y* .i' 

The 20,000 Yen (Fs 265/11/-) in question has been 


- 


2. 

credited to Government and- entered In our Cash Account , 

the head "Tokyo-Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from Indians 
(Adjustable in India)”. /ffS pSH 

Yours 

(II. A. Rauf) 


Shri. Devi Dlyal, 

Deputy Secretary » 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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Doer Sir; . <V^ ^ 
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t/r 


that Mr. Debnat Das, former general’ manager of India Independence 

m **\( W'*% 


I am thankfu for your efforts towards the improvement of 


•v.v-- '.y T<. 

VtfgM 

friendly relation between India and Japan. 

I understood from the Main-jchi Shimbun several days ago- 1 1 


* «. s ,<i 


League had requested the Government of India to start investigation 

■ 

J " 1 " death of Sbath Chandra Bose. 

\ 

In that connection, I shall tell you as far as I know, 


into the death of Sbath Chandra Bose. 

’ r » V Y 

: ■•■ ■■ 

W, 




Formerly I was a soldier belonging to Japanese 8rmy flying oorps, 
travelling to Thailand, Burma, India (Imphal , Chittagon), Malaya, 

• ; %99 

Sumatra, and Java etc, I met Chandra Bose several times at 
Singapore Airport. Especially I have a vivid recollection of 


■ • • f 


K1 


* ^ ■■ 


/ - _ • . ... 

a 


Chandra Bose and Japanese Premier Tojo reviewing the newly organized 

rTF V* **7* V, ; • ’ i W.‘ , /fj O* ^ 

Indian troops in front of the bronze statute of the late Ruff Is of 

Britainfthe statute had been removed then). Tojo and Bose had flewn 

there by an aeroplane 3ego. Having been a duty non-commissioned 
. t .... % v ’-V 4 

officer, T translated the.' code of + heir flying to Singapore. After 

coming back to Japan on transfer to Gifu Air Bese, I met Bose in 
front of the General Staff Office Building, where we saluted each 


other, exchanging several words, since we had known by sight each 

- 

- • .. *• n 

‘ :?4 


other. 



Later when the War was terminated Mr. Kohno, a staff-officer 

9 




at the Gifu Air Base took the same plane as Bose at Tsihoku Air 


WTV 


. 

> 


Field in Formosa. Immediately after the take-off, the'~heavy ‘bomber 

• crashed to the" ground, killing most of the occupants. Bose was, 

— 

■ f • 

to -my. great regret, killed by the a cident ahd his ashes were taken • 

.. ... - • 

to . a templ e in the suburbs of Tokyo. Since it is what Mr. Kohno 
-told us at the Gifu Air Base after the War, I am sure that there is 
no mistake in it. He had burnt his -fade and hands then but miraculous- y 

■HShI 

ly escaped death. 




•• 

v ' r 


More details of the death of Bose may be available from Mr. • 
Kohno, but I regret that I have lost my note-book in which his address 

^ j '• >£ 

was kept. If yoi^ask the Census Register Bureaus of all Prefectures 

■ •; -n. J • 

in Japan stating his career, his addreos may be abtainable. 

h-- . 

; p*. * ' • v. • 

.ii if; % • < ^ J 





I shall be happy if the above information furnished, by , me 



rough as it is, may be of some use for investigating by your 
Government into the death of Chandra Bose. On the other hand, I 
am prepared to' give further information as far as I know if am 
requested to. I am now working at the office of an electric 

. 

railway company and I may be able to call on you taking advantage of 
my leave, if I am wanted. by you. 


-v> 

. 

' 


Yours .sincerely 


• • t : >i'. 
■ -• 

* 


April 4,. 1953. 


To :• 


His Excellency kr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India in Japan. 




•-w 




Sd/- ' . 

(VC3KIIE FAKAMTJRA ) 

30 SI, Eawatebatake , Yatsurugi- 
mu ra, Toba-gun, Gifu Prefecture,. 
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'j'f-Z You W *-H pleas® recall your kind attention to the 

N»t »■" » Association’s letter of June 83* 1953, in which I, among 

other things, requested for a grant from the recovered 
treasure of Netaji to aid the students' oause here. 


Then at one time I ventured to ask you if our hope 
of getting the kind of aid from Hew Delhi would be realized. 
You said the chance of getting any aid from this direotion 
seemed impossible. 


I reported my conversation with you along these lines 
to the Executive Committee of the Association. The Committee 
has now directed me to have the talk confirmed 

by you for the Association's records. Also your confirmation 
will serve as an acknowledgement of receipt by you of our 
letter of June 23, which remains unacknowledged so far. 


With assurances of my highest regards, 


for The Indian Association of Japan 


HiB Excellency 
Dr. M. A. Hauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo 



£»mo 


O') 


0^ 




22nd October 1963 


• 1 


Dpar Miglaniji, 

Thank you for your letter of the 21st October 1953, 

I am afraid there has been a certain amount of mis* 
understanding on this matter which I should like to clear up* 
The whole question of Netaji*s "treasure" hus been one in 
which I have tried not to interfere or express any opinion* 

^ere has been so much emotional reaction over this matter 
that whatever anyone says is liable to be misunderstood* The 
question of investigation of such treasures and ultimate 
djisposal of them cannot be decided by me. 

3. I am hoping to visit India early next year when I 

intend to speak to the authorities there about it. At present* 
It is not oossiblo for rae to go into any details or discussion. 

I 

4. I regret that T cannot' remember any formal discussion 
with you on this subject exeeot, nerhaos, a very casual 
reference in a talk one ni~ht at the aJ.rnort. But we talked 
about so many things that I cannot now recall it completely. 
However , if you understood me to say that getting eny aid from 
Jndia was imnossible, then, I must correct that impression. 

As I have indicated, it is not possible to commit myself In 
aiiptuuajr in this matter one way or another. 


Kind regards, 


Yours truly, 

(M.A. Rauf) 


$hri. L.R. Miglani , 

Jndo-American Trading Co. , 

Room No. 436, Hotel Tokyo Building, 
Marunouchi , Tokyo 
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My dear Rauf, 

I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to the 
Prime Minister by the Priest of Renkoji, a Buddhist 
temple in Tokyo where the ashes of the late Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose are enshrined. The Prime Minister desires 
that the priest be informed of the receipt of his letter 
and, on behalf of the Government of India, thanked for 
his guarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. He 
should also be told that, at the proper time, we shall 
send for the ashes and have them in India. But, for the 
present, we should like him to keep them under his safe 
custody and look after them. 

In the priest's letter, some reference is made 
to his not receiving any help privately or officially. 

The Prime Minister would therefore like you to help him 
in any way you think proper, including financially in so 
far as any money might be required for this pumose. 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 
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Kyoei Mochizuki 
130, 2-chome, Koenji, 
Suginami-ku, Tokyo, 

Japan. 

November 25, 1953. 

! 


Dear Sir, | 

I am the priest of Rshkoji, Buddhist temple in 
the suburbs of Tokyo City. I have the honour to send this 1 
letter to you, guided by the soul of the late Sbath Chandra 
Bose ji. I have been keeping the ashes of Netaji safely, 
f and praying for the repose of his soul since September 18 
I in 1945. Eight years have already passed since that time. 
Japan was under Occupation eight years ago, during which 
Japanese people were living their stormy life in social 
confusion. Therefore, apprehensive of consequences, none 
would accept Netaji' s ashes to keep it safely. 

a stranger to the late Netaji, was asked to 
keep theashes by jpeople who were strangers to_mp Including 
IhdTans’bf whom I have~never heard since that time. I 
thought anyone's soul should be warmly worshipped under 
whatever circumstances. According to such belief as a 
religionist who serve the spiritual world, I have secretly 
been guarding Netaji' s ashes at the risk of my life. I 
.have been so watchful that even small noises at midnight 
startle me. 

In June, 1951, Ex-Indian Ambassador to Japan, His 
Excellency, K.K. Chettu”, invited me to his official resi- 
lience. And I was officially asked to keep the ashes by 
ihim, as the representative of the Indian Government. The 
witness was Mr. Tamura, Chief of the Ceremony Section of 
the Foreign Office of Japan. So my responsibility and 
duties for keeping the ashes have become more important. 

Frankly speaking, I must inform you that, in 
spite of many inconveniences and trouble I underwent in 
(keeping the ashes, I have never received any help privately 
and officially. But I believe I can keep up Netaji 's 
soul perfectly by recognizing the importance of duties 
assigned me and with my strong belief as a religionist. 

Now Japan is not under Occupation. The peaceful 
relations between Japan and India have been reestablished. 

So, it is meaningless and pity for the late Netaji that 
his ashes should be kept in a temple of a foreign country, 
lonely and secretly, after all his vain efforts to bring 
about the independence of India and happiness of Asia. 

I think now is the time when such a significant plan as 
vivifies the historical achievements and sacred spirit of 
Netaji eternally fop both Asia and mankind should be 
adopted. 

During the latest equinox week, I dreamed a / 

strange dream of Netaji two ni hts on end. The dream was 
enough to make me lose the pe^ce of my mind as a religion- 
ist. 

Such is the background of my taking the liberty 
of expressing my pe"sonal view in this letter, which I 
write as a religionist and a priest who is charged with 
such an important responsibility by the Indian Government. ,1 


His Excellency, 

Dr. Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, 
The Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi, India. 


\ 







I should be much obliged if you would kindly 
understand me, and send me, directly if possible, any 
suggestions you may have as to the disposal of the late 
Netaji's ashes. 1 

j 

1 

Sincerely yours, 
sd/- 

Kyoei Mochizuki 

Priest of Renko ji-Temple . 


1 

i 

True copy 
< 12 . 53 . 



lUMUlrtii u Ofij. 


Ul) 


D.O. No. P.5(1)N00-I L , . ' ' 


16th January , 1954. 

*** , "If ' '"n y r^. tf<r r 'ffrj 


My dear 


irt- LxL( r 


•no 


»t<r- y'/ 

; T foT’r \^o 

H ^ -* ft r XO * r» f* 


*vV' 

'■rvj 

"* O'TCT 


Will you please refer to your D.O. letter No. D.5219- 
N GO/53, dated the 4th December, 1953, to the Ambassador, vhlch 
contained certain instructions about Subha s Babu*s ashes? ,♦ 

i F ' \ ’ rr~ po r,r% ^ 

. ' * , 1 ' * * * * . • , * ' f, 

2 • In the absence of the Ambassador# I opened your letter 

and, recently, visited Mochizuki-San at the RenkojI temple. \ 

X was accompanied by a colleague, Shrl. M.S. Nair, Registrar 
in our General Section, who speaks Japanese fluently. _ 


1 rr~> 


3. tr We thanked the priest, on behalf of the Government 

bf India, for the care he has bestowed on these ashes j and ye 
told him that, at a proper time, they would bd sent to India. 
Should he require financial assistance, we would be happy .to 
provide it; but we hoped for his agreement to continue a$ f r J n , 
the guardian of the ashes for some time. , ^ , 1 

• • , r *, % , * . 

4. ■ Though repeatedly pressed to accept financial assls* 
tance, -the priest made it very clear that he had kept the f . 
ashes,- voluntarily, because of his high regard for Subhas 
Babu, which, in itself, made it impossible for him to accept 
any money. ■ 


r ~ 


\ f f V 'V 


r 

r. 

r -ir 


5. r r i He then told us in a round-about-way that the guardian* 
ship of these ashes was a source of worry to him; that some 
of the fev-score Indians who have visited the temple and seen 
the ash^tfuglfe not behaved with due respect towards them and 
that Kf?fought - to have it stated officially, and publicly, 
by this Embassy, that the ashes were in his keeping. Finally, 
could we arrange to provide a receptacle, of artistic design, 
made . preferably in India, in which the ashes would be kept? 
This receptacle would be on a shelf, in the temple, between 
two lighted candles; and visitors could make their obeisance 
before it.~ Of course, whether Buddhists (Mochizuki»San is 
a member of the Nlchlren sect) or Shlntolsts, the Japanese' 
venerate, greatly, the ashes of the dead. 




r ! > 
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6. As you know, many of our fellow-citizens living In 

Japan, as well as some of those at home, remain convinced 
either that ,these ashes are not those of Subhas Babu or that 
he is still alive. Such evidence as we have, on the relevan 
file, vindicates that he is dead and It Is likely, t though^ np< 

• v'rotf a*iooS ytr; 

M-rr?"' " ' rtt ■ 1 ) , tJo' f * r **t 

ft fife 
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absolutely certain, that these ashes are his. 


7. Any official statement by this Embassy of the 

type required by the priest would raise a storm of 
protest among some of our more obstinate fellow-citizens 

r. . 


» f ** 


8, - j The priest, agreed to continue to look after the 

ashes and we were able to dissuade him from Insisting 
. r .on public acknowledgment which, ve implied, would, 
of course r , be given when the ashes were, finally, taken 
to* India, r i .4 . . * 


' n * r> 


^ ~ n 


i r-- - . 

9, The ashes are, at present, kept in a cupboard in 

the temple and, when visitors arrive, they are taken out 
...and placed between two candles - below a small photograph • " 
of Subhas Babu, They are kept in a small box about 9 rt X 6% 
’which, seems to be either tin or wood, and are covered by a ■' 
white and somewhat transparent cloth which is almost gauze. 
This manner of viewing them is rather undignified, I would 
be grateful to have early instructions about the priest’s 
request for. the provision of a suitable receptacle. The 
points for decision are, firstly, whether we should comply" 
with this request and, secondly, tdiether the receptacle should 
be made In India or obtained In Japan, Should It be decided 
to make one in India, I will consult the priest again and f 
provide details about the sort of receptacle he wishes to have. 


ItT* r r T * * i " r * 

10,. You may be interested to hear that the priest told* 

, me- that about one hundred persons, including Indians and 
Japanese, had visited him and been shown the ashes. Certain 
Americans had also come, to use his own words, tt> ^worship” the 
.ashes. It was sad to hear that the conduct of some of our own 
people had been lacking in propriety, 

* ’ * O "f e* '‘f ** * • ! 

11. ,< The Renkoji temple Is fairly large and is well looked 
after, I 'am quite convinced that Mochizuki-San does not require 
financial- assistance to look after the ashes. He is a pleasant 
man of about 60 and I have little doubt that his genuine regard 
for Subhas Babu" derives from his sincere, though metaphysical and 
ill-founded, belief; that Japan’s Asian venture, if • successful, 
would, have been the fulfilment of a noble and humanitarian purpose. 


12. .< , I shall be grateful for instructions. 

| ij iff* # ^ 

hrimathi Leilamani r Naidu, 

Aputy Secretary, 
i Ministry of External Affairs, 
ggw DELHI 



(Ranbir Singh) 



M' 
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DO NO.F.25/VNG0 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi, 
the /£/C June, 


My dear Ambassador, 


/'• 





Kindly refer to Ranbir Singh's 
No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the 16th Janvary, 1954, 
to Leilamani Naidu, regarding his talk with 
the priest of the Renkoji temple about the 
ashes of Shri Subhas Bose? 


2. You had a discussion with Miss Naidu 
on this matter when you were last in Delhi 
and you had suggested that no action need 
be taken by us until we heard further from 
you. Vile should be grateful if you would 
kindly send us your further views as early 
as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 



Dr.M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador or India, 
Tokyo 



• to 


»/ 

23. 6. 54. 


ST 


GECRfi'i 

/V. h^COtvd-o- I. 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


+ 1 \ 



23rd June, 1254, 


My dear Kaul , 

Please refer to your demi-official letter No. F.25/4/NG0, 
dated the 15th June, 1954, regarding the ashes of Shrl Subhas Bose. 

2. Miss Naldu had shown me a letter received from Ranblr Singh 
In which It was suggested that we should donate a receptacle of 
appropriate material and quality to enshrine the ashes of the late 
Netaji. She was most anxious, in view of the opinion of the family 
and some others, that the Government of India should not be committed 
to an admission that they ac’tnowledged the ashes to be genuine relics, 
I, therefore, suggested that I would try to persuade some admirers 

of Netaji in Rangoon to donate a casket for the Durpose. On my way 
back to Japan, I had only a day and half at Rangoon and, therefore, L 
could not meet a number of people I had intended to approach. How- 
ever, one gentleman to whom I talked to, was not enthusiastic about ! 
the idea. 

3. The priest of the Renkoji temple is anxious for a recognition 
of his own status as the keener of the ashes. Opinion of Indians 
here is divided. Any recognition, therefore, would be a source of 
controversy. It would not so much matter about the Indians locally, 
but the opinion in Bengal refuses to accept the fact of Netaji's 
death and, therefore, of the genuineness of the ashes. I would, 
therefore, suggest that so long as we can, we should try and keep 
things as they are until opinion in Bengal changes to accept the 
fact of his death. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- o/c 

Shri T.TT. Kaul, (TT * A ‘ Rauf ) 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, Hew Delhi i 
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Express letter Ho. D.2905-FEH/55 
Dated, Hew Delhi, the kt? July, 1955. 

Copy of starred Question Ho. 3047 for 
LOK DhBHii by Bhri 5 . C .EAJilAH Th about ashes of 
5hri Bubash Candra Bose is enclosed. 

llease suggest material for reply, 
ministry have no information whatsoever. 


Issue of the above is authorised. 


iihcl: 

H/207 



UHDBH 3ECitE'fi»Hf. 

S 


* 




f 


GUekTlUN FUR i'HfS LOK SABHA. 



Starred D.Uo. 3047 

Notice was iascaa received on the 18.6.55 

Notice of admission to be sent out 

on the 7. 9.55 

tiiniStry to which the day has been 


allotted IwLT. J*FFAIBS. 

The question will , if admitted, be 
put down for the sitting on the 13.9.55. 


• • • • 

*shRl o .O.saiiMJTii: h^iil the rrime Minister 


be pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the ashes 
of Netaje subas Chandra Bose are l^ing in 
custody of the preist of Kenkoji temple in 
Tokyo since September, 1945; 

(b) if so, whether the Government of 
India will take charge of those ashes and 
errect a suitable inemornial in the name 
of Wetaji; 

(c) whether any attempt was rnudd in the 
matter before; 

(d) if so, what was the difficulty in the 
way? 



BtfflfiSS.iiBIKfl 


July 19, 1955 


Ho. F.5(1)NG0-I 
FROM : INDEMBASSI, TOKYO 

TO’ * FOREIGN, HEW DELHI. ATTENTION t Shri A.J. 

Kidwai, Dy. Secretary. 

subject}- Ashga.gC-fffrrl. Subash -Shandra.Baaa 



Reference your Express Letter No. D.2905- 
FEA/55, dated 4th July, 1955, on the above 
lN \l v x ' r subject. lour attention in this connection Is 


1. Letter No. D. Invited to marginally noted and connected corres- 


1003-CJK/52, dt 
1,0 *» 52, from 



pondence. Under the circurastances„have no further 
.V*; a u comments to offer. 

V» * ' 



\\ U wUiUiZiOiA • *» l 

2. Letter No. D. V ‘ ' 
5433-CJK/62, dt. 

24.11.52, from 
Min. of fi.A. 

or \G V f 

3. D.O. letter No. 

4067-NG0/52, dt. T 
5.1.53, from Min. 
of E.A., New Delhi. 

4. D.O. letter No. D.5219- . A c 
NGO/53, dt. 4.12.53 n 

m from Min. of B.A., 

New Delhi. 


Issue of the above has been authorised. 


( A.K.Der ) 
First Secretary 




TJL'jaiLV' f : 

PRO'T; 

TO: 


* . (y*J 

OUTGOING 


O. T. x. 



1j Jj . , iiuio - j ' • . 

■*o r : :irr , 't\.i j )-jt • r i. 



(3 ) 


0.3. To. 71. 


T5.T. ". .JIT. "61540. 
’ . JTiL 061545. 


lTo.71 


[IMPORTANT 


Late C^V'hhA ^032. Chief Priest 

of Renkoji Buddhist Temple v;ko has nil clone hod 
custody of rzhez proposes holMne ^or first tine 
formally a manorial rcijico on August eirhtcen# Temple 
authorities ask Embassy rp n ro^l. for 
presence of Ambassador and others at 
Please advise notion desired. 


this an^ 1 request 
the occasion# 


C Ambassador 





SECRET 



* 


» . 


tw) 

INCOMING 


v « 


" r ’ 93. 


' • ^ • 


Tylyta”: 

T±lu' 

TO: 


IMPORTANT! 


v 

110.20434 


1 ” | 0 i; t A ’ T . 


9 • -t* • 0* JUL 201230. 
r ’. 'V- Jin;, 290030. 

Ci * 


x/ 

H 


c. 


y 

0 .,, , 7 ? r A-nbc.S3c.dor. Your Yo. 71 

IvAUP* k s U f r o 'psJl?*Toli e | <5 ^ n ? h 7 our views and see 
° I '* u * r ->U]jOO(l) OSr" June 1954 to PAUL. 


Aifib 8 s s cic] o r 
PS 
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OUTGOING 
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T3L UGRMIj 
FROTi. 

TO. 


H0.73 


C.C. Ho. 73. 



forv in’", r ,t tt j. 


T).T. 0. JUL 291 630 o 
B.T.R. JUL 291635. 


: ' ' • ' . 


Immediate 



From /obrssa4 or. Your telegram 
28434 July tventyeight Late SUBIIAS CIIAITT^RA BOSS. 
71y view generally same as I1AUF T s . Tfein question 
is vjhether Government are in a. position publicly 
to accept fact of fleath. if they are then there 

t 

could be no objection to Rmbo sc r nrrticipating 
in memorial ^erricfis here. It will be realised 
that participation in memorial services here will 
also involve Government in other fictions which 
must logically follow. Whole issue seems 
la obviously tied up with repurcussions at 
home and . I feel can best be decided at policy 

1 

level in India. Japanese feelings or those of 
community here not of much importance. 



* 





*• |SE£RET1 

INCOMINGe^ 


tzlegra::: 

FROTT: 

TO: 



FOHIilGIT 
IinU’TAubT 

immediate! 


I TI 


D 1 A T J 


V- 

r ri 


lTo.28430 


S 

To\ir telegram lTo.73 29th July* 


We think our Embassy should participate 
in memorial services for oTTZIAo CITAJZDIiA BOhU. Prime 
'Tinistcr stated in Parliament tv;o years ago that in 
circumstances r;e had to accept ■f'^ct of death* Therefore 
there is no difficulty in our taking up this position 
publiclyc 



r 
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No.D.3311-FEA/55. 

Government of India, 
Ministry of External Affair: 


, Dated, New Delhi, & Juby, 65. 

Subjects- Starred Question for the Lok Sabha, 
No.3047, for 13-9-56, by Shri 
Samanta regarding the ashes of Netaji 
S.C. Bose. 


8 


Dear Embassy, 

/ Please refer to our express letter 

st .V> + 

<iWNo.D.2905-FE A/55, dated the 4th July, 1965, 

L 

on the above subject. 

The Question has since been disallowed. 
No further action, on our letter under reference 

need therefore be taken. 

<? 

Yours ever, 

Ministry of External Affairs. 



<11 


a 




The Embassy of India in Japan, 
lokvo. 


Sncls nil. 


sps02307/ 

/ 






D.O, No. F.6(1)N00-I 


August 30, 1988. 


H' V 


Subjaoti - lflijgtrylgt, - gufrhas. Chflnfltr.ficM. 
Dear Mr. Kaul, 

With rafaranea to Foreign, Nav Dslhl 
^^ytelegram No. 28438 of July 30th, 1968, on tha above 


subjeot, I an desired to forward herewith for 



information oopiea of office notings which would 
bring Qovernaent up-to-date on the position In this 
behalf. 



Yours sincerely. 



< A *K.Dar ) 




8hrl T.N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary to the 
Oovernnent of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 
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Dear Sir: 

please allow us to offer our congratulations 
for 1 your health in spite of the hot weather. 

On the l8th of August in 1945> Mr* Chandra Bose, 
patriot of India’s independence died an unexpected death^ 
din this foreign land. And through providence of Buddha, 
we have kept the ashes of the hero in dur temple.’ However, 
due to various circumstances no action has been taken to 
honour his memory for the past ten years, and the chief 
priest of our Tomple has been personally protecting lftkiT* 
ashes. 

It will not be . the way to reoay the deceased for# 
his virtue to let the situation remain as it is, and our 
heart is aching day and night as we can hardly stand it. 

After consulting with the supporters of our Temple, 
we have decided to hold a .memorial service as stated in the 
following ,jn the tenth anniverssary. of the death of the 
late Mr. --Bose. 

We sincerely hope that you will kindly honour us 
with your presence. 


m 

•' jQ 

< fj* 

9 


September 1, 1955* 


Faithfully yours, 


•1 


Time Sr. Date: l September 1 8 , 1955* 3 p.m. 

) (Sunday ) 

Place: Renkoji Temple, Suginami-ku. 








(KYCEI MOCHIZUKI) 
Chief priest 
The Renkoji Temple. 


(Representatives &, 
Caretakers) 

The Renkohji Temple. 


v ' ? 

ng'ijk 


To : 


His Excellency Mr. b.r. s Q n, 
Ambassador of India in Japan. 
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Anniversary af Chandra Bose 

# | , 

4 

On the afternoon ef Sept. 18 at the Renkaji Temple 
in Suginami Ward the Buddhists’ ceremony far Chandra Base’s tenth 
anniversary was held. 

Mr. Base died on Aug. I D , 1945 an accaunt af the accident 
of an airplane an his way ta Japan from Formosa. 

Bis remains have been kept at the Renkaji Temple by the 
caur-feesy af Rev. S. Mochizuki of the temple. 

Ten years have passed since Mr. Bose’s death, but na 
farmal prapasal has came fram India about taking averhJLs 
remains, -which gave sad feeling to the people concerned. 

In the ceremony about 80 Indians ad and Japanese, 

\ 

including Rev. Pantissa, Grand Priest of Sanchi Temple in 
India, participated. 


A 


( Summary by K.Nagaml ) 
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Alive or Murdered ?■ , 

iay 


y i ■ 


l f#r 

■< • . t x 


ndians Seek Truth 

| 

About: Chandra Bose = 


iH«tt A' 
r -^ 


b: 

H 

A*y> 

A demand for a full-fledged 
Government investigation into, 
the death of Indian nationalist 
leader Subhas Chandra Bose 
went up from the Indian com* 
munity in Japan yesterday. 

It was sparked by Japanese 
Invitations to Indian leaders to 
attend a memorial service today 
for the Indian nationalist lead- 
er at an obscure Buddhist tem- 
ple in the outskirts of Tokyo. 

The outburst promised to 
awake anew the storm of con- 
troversy over the death of Bose, 
in death as in life the center of 
heated dispute and argftmenU 

Japanese military authorities 
claimed Bose died in an airplane 
-t crash in Taiwan August 18., 1945. 
i But a military aide, who was 
I with him, said he did not hear 
of his death Until afterward, did 


By BAY INOSHITA 
UP, Staff Writer 

not see Bpse’s body and was 
only given his ashea to bring • 
back to japan. • '% 

A treasure in gold and jewels 
donated by Indians all over Asia* 
to finance the fiery Bengali lead- j 
er’s fight for Indian indepen- 1 
dence was reported to have been 
in the plane with Bose, but noth- 
ing has been seen of it since.- 
Many ? Indiana still ' believe 
Bose Is alive. Others believe 
Bose was murdered. Few accept 
— openly at least — the Japanese 
position that the ashes in a jar 
in the Renkoji Temple are” those 
of the spirited nationalist. 

What was the truth? No one 
knew. And leaders of the Irn 
dian community here claimed 
that no one would know until 
a thorough investigation had 
been made. 1 ■" M * 
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Chandra Bose’s Ashes 

United Pre*s 

NEW DELHI, Sept. 17.— 
Japan has offered to send to 
India an urn containing the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose, leader of the Indian 
National Army” which fought 
against the Allies during the 
last war, it was announced to- 
day. 

Informed sources said that 
while India would welcome the 
Japanese gesture there is no 
substantial proof that the ashes 
are those of Bose. All that 
has.been established regarding 1 , 
his death y^as that he died ini 
an air crash near Taipeh. No 
information was ever uncover- 
ed about what happened to his 
body. 
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MYSTERIOUS ASHES? Hoad priest Mochizukl 

of Renkojl Temple In Nakano Ward, holds an urn containing 
what are believed to be the ashes of Suhhas Chandra Bose, the 
Indian patriot who Is believed to have heed killed in a plane 
crash in Formosa a few days after Japan’s surrender. The 
tomple would like to have the ashes claimed by the Indian 
Government or members of the Bose family, now that more 
than 10 years have passed since the urn was entrusted to 
Renkojl. Sunday, at a geremony.ln horror of the Indian leader, 
the priest clarified the temple’s stand. Kyodo Photo ^ 











NIPPON TIMES, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER £0, 1955 


*J£#e Kyodd Photo 

‘'MEMORIAL RITES FOR INDIAN LEADER — Mrs. Katsuko Tojo, widow of the wartime 
Prime Minister Hid eki Tojo, prays beside an Indian resident at the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
where the 10th anniversary of the death of the late Subhas Chandra Bose was recently observed* 


Death Substantiated 


New Testimony in Bose Case 


said he did so out of fear of a 
war crimes prosecution. 

The other two officers were 
Lt. Gen. Haruki Isayama, form- 
er Chief of Staff of the Japanese 
army forces on Formosa, and 
Capt. Taneyoshi Yoshima, who 
was director of the Military Hos- 


By The United Press 

■: , - t 

Three former Japanese army 
officers* ranging in rank from 
captain to lieutenant-general, re- 
vealed yesterday significant new 
testimony on the disputed death 
of -Indian'Nationalist leader Sub- 
has Chandra Bose 10 years ago. 

All’ three declared they wit- 
nessed the death of Bose in a 
plane accident in Taipei on 
August 1C, 1945, three days 

yaf ter; the, end of World War II. 

One— -ex-Major Iwao Takakura 

1 of the Imperial Staff Headquar- 
ters In Tokyo— *-also claimed that 

2 he personally delivered Bose’s 
ashes and a fortune fh gold and 

^/jewels, to an official of the In- 
dian Independence Movement in 

*Tokyo'; early the following 

{ month. The fortune belonging to 
the Bose movement, has since 
Evanished. 1 

. Takakura charged that thg 
i same Indian official approached 
him “several times” after the 
J war and warned him to keep 


from Singapore to Russia to 
escape prosecution by the Al- 
lies. 4 Lt. Gen. ’“Shidei,” a 
Russian- expert who- was being 
transferred to the Manchuria 
theater# was to see that Bose 
got >to the Soviets. 

He and * Shidel were in. s 
front seat. Several suitcases 
containing the Indian fortune 
were beside Bose, Bose’s aide, 
Captain Habibul Rahman, was 
in the L seat behind his chief.; 

The two-engined plane was 
about 50 feet off the ground In 
the takeoff from Taipei' airport 
around 1 p.m. on August 18 
when it stalled and nose-dived 
into the ground. The fuselage 
split in two, and the front sec 1 - 
tion was covered with flames. 

Six men cyed ? In the crash. 
Some survivors were „ thrown 
clear. Rahman escaped with 
burns. Bose jumped out flam- 
ing from head to feet.- He anji 
the other injured were' rushed 
to a hospital in a truck. It- wag 
past five when' he arrived and 
Captain Yoshlml took oter the 
efforts to save him. 

Bose was covered with burn 
blisters, Yoshimi said. -He- held 
back his moans but groaned in 
awkward Japanese for ‘water, 
water.” He died around 11:30 
pun. \ 


pftal in Taipei where it is claim- 
ed Bose died. 

The Kyodo News Agency prod- 
uced the men after cries went up 
from the Indian community here 
this month insisting that Japa- 
nese authorities tear aside the 
veil of secrecy that has sur- 
rounded the death of their lead- 
er for the past decade and give 
an accounting of the missing 
treasury 

After! the war, former Japa- 
nese military men said that Bose 
died in a plane crash in Taipei. 
They said his ashes were kept 
in the Renkoji Buddhist temple 
in Tokyo. 

But the Indians have never 
quite completely accepted this. 
iMany still insist he is alive, 
pthers believe he is dead but 
think he was murdered for the 
treasure. Most accept his death 
Aut take the position of the In- 
dian Government regarding his 
ashes. 

According to the former 
army men quoted by Kyodo, 
Bose was being transported 


■ silent . about the treasure. He 
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C.S. No. 116 ., 
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TELEGRAM: 

PROM: 

TO: 


SECRET, 


FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 
INDEMBASSY, TOKYO. 

mill A T E . 



D. T. 0. SEP 21 NIL. ' 
D.T.R. SEP 221000* 


No. 6437 

« • r 

There has been reports in Newspapers 
here on memorial service held for SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
in Tokyo last Sunday. The temple in which it was 
held was not specifically named but from description 
it appears to be Renkoji temple. Ceremony reported 
to have touched off controversy among local Indians 
over the authenticity of Netaji’s ashes and some have 
denounced ceremony which is reported to have been 
attended by only three Indians. Three former Japanese 
Army officials have also joined this controversy and 
testified to fact of Netaji's death and the 
authenticity of ashes. Short notice question has 
been asked in the Parliament. Surprisingly we have 
had no report from you. Last report we received 
from you was in DAR’ s letter P.5(l)NGO-I dated 
30th August, 1955, in which he described memorial 
service held on the 18th August in Renkoji temple. 

This appears to be the second c'remony held in same 
temple. . Embassy officials wittT our permission 
attended the ocremony of 18th August but reports say 
that boycotted last oaremony of 18th September which • 
reported to have been attended by representative of 
Japan Foreign Office. Please telegraph full facts 
and also whether Indian Embassy boycotted 18th September 
memorial service. 
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FROM 

TO 


OUTGOING^ 

MOST IMMEDIATE ' 

INDEMBASSY TOKYO 
FOREIGN NEW DELHI 


(*• Ko*1l 



»s\© . 


D -r-o . VSP XVU.HO 


From Ambassador (.) S 

Your telegram 6437 September 21st (.) Second memorial 

service for Subhas Chandra BoseC.) Full details sent by bag 

1,1 ' 1 

today (.) Please await same (.) Briefly a second service was 
held by Renkojl Temple authorities on 18th September (.) 

. i ' ' «' ' ► im 

Japanese Government having erroneously decided against repre- 
sentation at 18th August service changed their previous stand 
about attendance at a private memorial service In temple and 
attended this second service (.) Japanese Foreign Office was 
warned clearly that this behaviour of the temple authorities 
in holding a second service would arouse controversy particularly 
If Japanese Government were represented In any manner specially 

E M 

In face of their abstention from the correct memorial service ■ 

t 1 3 _ 

of 18th August (.) We suspect that Japanese are somehow anxious 

for transfer of ashes and have therefore encouraged controversial 

• 

publicity now (.) Our stand Is that having attended the correct 

;; 

tenth anniversary memorial service on 18th August we should .not 
be pressured Into attending another service so soon thereafter^ 
otherwise Japanese may hold a service every month as they have 
hinted they well might just to accentuate controversy and fhQtf 

Ig#* V; • 

that India is defaulting In taking over the ashesC.) So far as 




4fi 

the temple authorities are concerned they seem to be At looking 

' i * -v 

forward to some monetary reward from us for keeping the ashes (.) 
Would request your clear Instructions after you have seen our 
detailed report mentioned above (.) 
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C A.KT.Dar 
22. 9. 65 
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D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I 



September 22, 1955. 


SUBJECT:- SECOND MEMORIAL SERVICE - SUBHAS C HANDER BOSE 



Dear Mr. Kaul 


Further to our letter 


30th August, 1955, I am desired to forward herewith an 
English translation of the Invitation received by 
Ambassador Sen for attendance at a second memorial service 
held by the Renkoji Temple on September 18th. CCples 
of the office noting on the subject which give the back- 
ground Information about the second memorial service 
are also sent herewith. 

2. I may add that at the tine when the temple 

authorities were discussing with us about their plan for a 
memorial service they had suggested two dates either 
August 18th or September 18th. September 18th hatiL 
been suggested by them as It would have given them 
sufficient time for preparations on a grand scale. This 
Embassy and the Chief Priest of the temple preferred 
the date August 18th as being the more correct date. 

It seems that the Chief Priest was subsequently prevailed 
upon by the temple management committee to hold a * 
memorial service on September 18th despite the fact 
that the service had been held on August the 18th. 

Apart from other possible objectives the temple authorities 
have succeeded through this second memorial service In 
gaining some publicity for the temple and In securing a 
small sum of money from the Gaimusho. 


Yours sincerely 


ft*!— 




( A.K.Dar ) 


Shrl T. N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary to the 
Government of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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EXP RESS J aEHBB 

No. F,5(l)NG0-I 

FROM : INDEMBASSY, TOKYO 
TO : FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 


\ 
. 1 


October 4, 1955. 


Subject:- MEMORIAL SERVICE - SOBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

Referance:- Your telegram No. 6437 dated'vRlst 
September, 1955. 



V 


Grateful for advice If the short notice 

■* f 

question was allowed to be put and if so the 
text of the questions and answers and Interpellations, 
if any. t r / 
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Issue of the above has been authorised. \ 

t . V 
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( A.K.Uar F 
First Secretary 


►.f. 
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NO.F.25/4/NG0 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


lu 


V. September 28, 1955. 




My dear Dar, 





•Jl 


t 


SB-t- 


This is to acknowledge, 
with thanks, the receipt your 
demi-official letter No.F.5(l)NG0-l 
dated the 30th August, which is 
being examined. 


Yours sincerely, 

(A.J. Kidwai) 


Shri A.K. Dar, 

Embassy of India in Japan, 
Tokyo. 
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No .F . 29 (8 ) -FEA/55 
Government of India 
Ministry of External Affairs 

N£l« DELHI , THE (5 ft • CCTCBi-R , 1955. 

'JfKSU 

Memorial service for Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. w n 


Dear Embassy, 

Please refer to your express letter No.F,5(l)N< 
dated the 4th October, 1955. 

The Questions were answered in the Lok Sabha on the 
29th September, 1955. a copy of the questions, together 
with the answers and supplements ies thereto, are forwarded 
herewith. 





Yours ever , 
MINISTRY 
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The Embassy of India in Japan, 
TOKYO 
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SHOBT NOTICE Q JESTICH UC. 13 & 14 
TC BE ANSWERED Oil THE fcggg SEiTEMEBB t 1955 

IIETAJI SN53AS CHANDRA BCSE 

QUESTION \ 

NO* 13 (SERI K AM ATE : 

(SERI RADH/. RAM/J! t 

(SERI S.n. D..S : Vi ill the Prime Minister 

be pleased to statci 

(a) whether it is a fact that a memorial service was 
held on the 18th September, 1955 in Tokyo for Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(b) whether it is a fact that tho Indian Ambassador 
to Tokyo and other members of the Indian Embassy were 
invited to attend the service; 

(c J whether all or any of them attended; and 
(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 



HU 


.-3 


NC« 14 


Hill the Frime Minister 


ASHES CF HETr.JI 
DR. EUj SUBHAS SINGH: 
be pleased to state; 

(aJ whether Government are aware of tho recent contro- 
versy which has arisen about the authenticity of the 
ashes of Notoji Subhas Chandra Boso which have been kopt, . 
in the Senkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan; 

(b) if so, the factual information about this nattorj 
and 

(c) whether Government have approached the- Government 
of Japan and the management of the Renkoji Temple to 
bring those ashes to India? 

It $ ll £ ll :$i ll ;]( ii t it 4 it 

ANSWER 

SERI JAWAKARLAL NEHRU: 

13 & 14 A Memorial Service for the late Hetaji Subhas 

Chandra Boso was held on the 18th August, 1955, in tho 

. * ‘ 
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Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. The Indian Embassy were invited 
to the Service, and several members of the Embassy 
attended. The Ambassador himself was not in Tokyo at ^ 
the time, but the First Secretary of the Embassy, who 
represented him, placed a wreath on his behalf on the 
urn containing the ashes. 

Subsequently, the Indian Embassy received an 
invitation for a second Memorial Service a month later, 
on the 18th September, ir. the same temple. They felt 
that a repetition of the ceremony so soon after the 
first Memorial Service would detract from the solemnity 
of the occasion. This view of the Embassy was conveyed 
to the authorities of the Renkoji Temple, and they were 
told thqt the Indian Embassy could not properly bo 
expected to attend another Memorial Service after having 
done so on the 18th august which was the appropriate 
date , 

Government have not approached the Government 

of Japan or the management of the Renkoji Temple to 

bring these ashes to India, Government have felt that 

in this matter, no steps should be taken without the 

• * 9 **■ 
approval of the family of Pletaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
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"AN AND’ 


28th Sep.’ 55 


Sir 


I. 


4 & A ( 29.9.55 ) 
Uncorrected -Not for publication 
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Sj.N.Q.Nos. 13 & H 

ft •. / 

f'bhri Kamath: Is it a fact that the Japanese Government 

i 

contributed nearly 20,uu0 yen to the Memorial Seriice 

if 

either on the 18th August or on the subsequent 
occasion? And did they approach or ask our 
Government whether they were willing to make any 
contribution also to this Service, and if so, what 
was the reaction of our Government to this request 
or approach of the Japanese Government? 

/ 

Shri Ja.\aharlal Nehru: I think the hon. Member is right *■ 
in saying th t the Japanese Government contributed a 

sum, probably 20, Quo yen, according to Japanese 

I 

custom. I do not know if they approaiched our 
Embassy to contribute any money for this purpose. 
Normally, it is not done. It is not our custom* 

It was the Japanese custom, and they followed it. 

Shri Kamath: The Prime Minister has said that the 

quesuion with regard to the ashes, or the supposed 
ashes, of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is a matter for 
his family to decide. He has said in the last 
Parliament on the 9th March 1951 » that personally 
he was not satisfied that the report presented or 
submitted by Mr S A Iyer, one time member of 
Netaji’ s Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind , was convincing 
enough, and therefore that was not the last word 
on the subject. May I know whether Government still 
hold the view that that is not the last word and 
that the report of Mr S A Iyer is not convincing, 
and whether it is because of that that Government 
have not taken any action in this matter with 
r&* regard to the ashes? May I also know whether * 
this matter is merely a family affair or a 


national affair? 





Shri Jawaharlal Nehru I The hon. Member will notice 

that what I have said is that the approval of the 


.1 


family is necessary and desirable. I do not say 
that it is entirely a family affair? certainly, it 
is a national affair also. 

Hon. Members will remember that some time ago, 
for a considerable time, some people in this 


country doubted the fact of Netaji Subhas Chandera 


* 


Bose's death and challenged that. It became 
difficult for Government to take any action in 
this matter when t his fact was doubted by some, 
and certainly not without the approval of the family. 

The hon. Member has referred to a report by 
Mr. Iyer and to what I am reported to have said. 

I have absolutely no recollection of having made 
the remark which the hon. Member says I made. 

Shri Kamathx I ,,-shall pass it on to you. 

Mr. Speaker i Later. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It may be that I made the remarks 
in regard to certain details in that report. But I 
have no doubt In my mind, I did not have it then, 
and I have no doubt today, of the fact of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose ' 3 death. It may be that the 
circumstances may not be quite clear; it may be so. 

In a matter of this kind, the only enquiry, 
i.e. satisfactory enquiry that can be made is by 
the Japanese Government. The matter is in Japan; 
the whole thing is there. We cannot impose 
ourselves or an enquiry committee on the Japanese 
Government. Of course, if they choose to enquire, 

I 

we will V9ry gladly co-operate and give such help 
as wo can. But we simply cannot enquire Into 
their territory, and more specially also, when 
probably all the possible witnesses are either 
Japanese Government officials or ix others 



connected with that Government. 

Shri Kamath: Am I to understand that Government will 

welcome a proposal for an Indo-Japanese commission 
to enquire into this matter at official level 
or governmental level? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru s I haVB said that the question 

A . 

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's death is* I 
think, settled beyond doubt. There can be no 
enquiry about that. But as for the exact 
circumstances, possibly if there is an eqqbiry 
held, it may be that some additional facts may 
come to our notice. And as I said, the initiative 
must come from the Japanese Government in this 
matter. If it comes, naturally we shall gladly 
give them such help a3 we can. 

Shri H.N. Mukerjee: The Prime Minister has told us 

he has no manner of doubt in his own mind about 

jj 

the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Do 
we take it that this is based on a definite 


finding by Government in regard to the finality 
of the information? In that case, I want to 
know how is it that we are not taking steps to 
secure the expeditious return of the ashes, and 
also, apart from that, to do in this country 
certain jobs which we owe to the memory of the 
dead. I ask this question because this question 
of the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose or 
otherwise has been contested, and xbc the whole 
matter is hanging fire for a long time, but 
people's emotions require to be respected on 
this issue of the death of a very&reat man. 

And that is why I ask the Prime Minister to 
tell us what steps Government intend to take - 
now that he is certain that Netaji Subhas 
Chandaa Bose is dead- In regard to the 
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perpetuation of hie memory in this country? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nahru* I thought that I had 
answered tHs question already. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh* The Prime Minister has said 

that Government have not approached the Japanese 

* . 

Government or t he management of the Henko Ji 

I ' A. ' 

temple, to bring those ashes to India in the 
absence of the approval of the family of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. May I know whether 
Government have approached that family or » 

r 

sought their permission to bring those ashes 
to India? 



Shri Jawaharlal Nehru* Not recently. But reference & 
have been made in the past. 

Mr. Speaker: Let us go to the next question. 

Shri H N Mukerjee* rose 

Mr. Speaker* He hns xusaxai answered the question 

% 

already. I do not want to argue, 

Shri H N Mukerjee: I have not got the answer. The 
House has not got the answer. The country 
has not got the answer. Let us have It. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. It is not a ftudo debate 
that i 3 going on. The hon. Member will 
realise that he is asking for infornation. 

Even the long question ak±Kkxxtam±dxkxxa 
that he put was, really speaking, not a question 
which should have been allowed by me, but it 
is because of the emotions and sentiments 
that I have allowed it. Now, there is an 
end to It. 
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I enclose copy of a minute recorded by the Prime Minister, 
in Calcutta, regarding the late Shri Subash Chandra Bose# We 
should be grateful if you would kindly let us know the result of 

your approach to the Japanese Government on the subject. 

■ 'Jf.'h - ** ' 

2. .In addition to the three members of the Committee, 

*/-f B i « 

I am desired to suggest that your First Secretary might be 
attached to the Committee for help and guidance* 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri B. R. Sen, ICS., 

'Kjdx Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO. 


(T. N. KauU 


K V 

* v. ■ 



PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 


I met Shri B, R, Sen, our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
in Calcutta this evening. I asked him to inform the 
Japanese Government informally that, in view of the 
great interest in India In regard to the circumstances 
of the death of Shri Subas Chandra Bose and in his 
ashes, it would be desirable to have some kind of an 
investigation in this matter so as to remove any doubts 
from, people's minds about these circums tances. It is 
obvious that no such enquiry can take place without the 
consent, approval and cooperation of the Japanese Govern- 
ment. If they are agreeable, as we hope they will be, then 
we propose to send a team of three persons who will place 
themselves at the disposal of the Japanese Government 
and conduct an enquiry in Japan in cooperation with the 
Japanese Government. This is all that need be said to 
the Japanese Governmentoat this stage, and we should await 
their reply. / • " 1 

1 2. It is our intention to request Shri Amiya Bose, 

i son of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, and Shri Shah Nawaz ^ 

iKhan, Parliamentary Secretary and previously of the 

'IN A, to be two members of this team. The third 

should be an official either from the Government of 

India or the West Bengal Government. ■ ,3 

■' | 

3. The enquiry should be carried out without too 
much fuss or publicity. It should be largely confined 
to the circumstances of the death an as to whether the 
ashes at present in a Japanese temple are Shri SSubhas 
Chandra Bose's ashes. 

4. It is possible that questions might arise 
about the so-called treasure of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Some of the Indian merchants in Japan have 
raised this question from time to time. I do not 
think we should mix up this matter with the other 
enquiry. Indeed, it is very difficult to enquire into 
this treasure, and the only people who can perhaps throw 
some light are the Japanese or some of the close 
associates of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. I had some 
kind of an enquiry made in Malaya some years ago. We 
recovered some gold. It seemed to me then that all 

the moneys with the India League had vanished because 
they/ were in Japanese currency which had no value left. 

5. It is possible that some treasur-’ was with 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose when he died. Some small 
bit of it was sent to us. It consists of burnt pieces 
of jewellery etc. Their value is not great. I think 
these pieces etc. are with the Extanal Affairs Ministry. 

I doubt very much if there is the slightest hope of 4 

our tracing any other treasure. In any event, the 
team we send should not go Into that matter. If any 
facts come to our notice and the Japanese Government c ,| 

helps, we might take this up later. 


6. I told Shri B.R. Sen that if and when this team 

goes to Japan, our Embassy should help them in every 
way and should not keep aloof. Indeed, they should 
realise that this is an enquiry sponsored by Government. 




contd. . . . 


7. Although I have spoken to Shri B.P. Sen on this 

subject, a formal letter should be sent to him also. 
Meanwhile, Dr. B.C. Roy might be good enough to inform 
Shri Amiya Bose and get his reactions. 


Sd/- J. Nehru.)' 


16.10.1955 
Camp: Calcutta 
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IMMEDIATE 


Foreign Secretary from Ambassador (,) 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose (.) Kaul's letter 2483 
NGO/65 October 18th (.) Please inform Prime 
Minister that in accordance with his directive 
I have discussed with Foreign Minister the pro 
to send Enquiry Committee to investigate into 
the circumstances of death and the identity of the 
ashes (.) Foreign Minister has consulted the 
Cabinet and I have been informed that Japanese 
Government accept the proposal fully and will be 
glad to cooperate in every way (.) 

Awaiting further instructions (.) 


C A.K.Dar ) 
12. 11. 55 


FROM INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

NO. lol 
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The Jaigai Times, Jan# 7, 1956 
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India !'♦ Send Investigation Group 

n^i ^ . *. '/i * *■ , y • ■ ' ■ w* * y • '• J ' 

T# Japan Far- Chapdra Bast's Death 
His Death .67 Accident Claimed As 
Faked Story 8j An Indian in Japan 

Indian Government decided ta send an investigation 

» 

•• g^attp. ,ta Japan taward Jan. SOth in order to slarlfy the caua« 

,1 a 

- - death .of -Chandra B*ae, -leader af Indian Interim u averruuent ,i 

.' ; ;i C*Buaander af. Indlafti People's Army. This action* af the In4l»n 

■ 

El Government was said ta be attributable ta the request af Mr.A.M. 


J'T- 


... f3 
' WT 


iij I Indian.- president af Hair 8t Ca. in Japan. 

/ '• * v v. • 

• About the cause af death af Mr. Bose there are same ruinau 

■ ■ 

■ b^tJ.a^an' announced that Mr. Base had died af burru re suiting fra 
r f an -.airplane accident, which taok place in Formosa an Aug. 16/ I{ 

* Besides, an urn. containing the^ ashes, claimed ta be those af Mr.i 

S v /V ; haa been kept >t the Renkaji Temple, Suginarai-ku , T#ky*«, since So 

^ 1 ^ ^ V ■ V,' . L f< ’ ’ • * ' * *' V ' 1 

■* Mr.. A.m,^ Hair,, who had served far India's, independent v 

• ' ■ 

" ■*“ 'mavemenjt, ' cooperating with Mr. -Base until the time of the latter’ 


* > •' • -A. . • ■•••: C V •• •. - . 1. V . 

death,' claimed that the ashes placed at the Renkoji. Temple were 





- f - La 8 1 September the Japanese Government, through the FareJ 

, 


‘Office, expressed formally its desire to send back ta India the as 
ef’.Mr. -$ese kept at the Renkoji Temple, but the Indian Oavernment 1 

. *w;», * ’• . t . . „ * 0 

, 

f ; ;.,did,-nat*jWeloame the proposal as there wt? almost nothing to pastil 
: r \ the* truth af .th* 


the ashes. Indian newspapers also insisted that' 




y : matter' should npt be decided only through the one -aided announces^ 


•VvVi-vk 




* Japanese side, and besides a lot af jewels carried by Mr# B#sVj 

. 

which had been donated by the Indians far the Independent movement 
W< till missing • 

"\i‘- . ’Mr. a .M. Hair further insisted ths£ the. cause af death af .Mrj 

claimed 'ta be due ta an airplane accident was a faked afcery as' 

; were leffc no articlas, af Mr* Bose, such as his shoes, rin& or wrl 

v - . * . Am 

watch . - Besides, the Jewels carried by him, valued at several. t 

( c an£im>.ed ) k 




on’, .ware aa missing, he said 
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The Maigai Times, Jan. 7, 1756 
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' ' Indin T$ Send Investigation Group 

'« **• 1 T© Japan i; cr Chapdra Base's Death 

His D^stb By Accident Clnimcd As 

Faired Btory By An Indian in Japan - 

• The Indian Government decided to send an investigation 

gpaup to .Japan toward Jan* 20th In order to clarify the cause «f : 

a /'VMiWr 

death /©f Chandra Bose, leader of Indian Interim Government and 
Commander of Indian People's Ai‘my. 'Oils action of the Indian ,« 

Government was said to be attributable to the request of Mr. A. M. Hair, 
Indian, president of Hair At Co. in Japan. i S 

About the cause of death of Hr. Ruse there rre some rumours.,' - 

.. • V V ; 

but Japan announced that Mr# Bose had died of buri^ resul ting from 
an airplane accident, which took r > lace in Formosa on Aug# 16/ 1945* 

* Besides, an urn containing the. ashes^ claimed to be those of Mr.Bcse^ 

’has been kept at the Renkcgi Temple , Suginanl-ku , Tnlcya, since Sept> 1 45* 

Mr. A.m# Hair, who had serv for India’s independent 
•* movement, ' csopera ting with Hr# -Boss until the time of the latter’s 

■ t * 

death, claimed that the ashes placed nfc the Renkoji Temple were 

. false. . * 

j 

Last September the Japanese Government, through the Fare^ag 
‘ , * 4 * **< 1 

Office, expressed farmally its desire ta send beck t® India the a shea 

©f Mr. Bose kept at the Renkoji Temple, but the Indian Government 

did -n®t welcome the prapasal as there was almost nettling ts te6tifyio 

^ 

the’ truth ©f the ashes. Indian newspapers filse insisted that the 

matter should not be decided only through the one-sided announcement 

©f Japanese side, and bisides a lot of jewels carried by Mr. Bose, ' - ! V 

* ** * , \ 

which had been donated by the Indians for the independent movement, 

• * Jb59b 

* were still missing. 

Mr. A.m. Hair further insisted tint the cause of death of Mr.B#se 

claimed 'to be due ts an almlane accident -"'as a faked story as there 

were left ne articles of Mr. Bose, such as Ms shoos, ring or wrist- 
” 

watch. Besides, the jewels carried by him, valued at several ten 

fPfc • 

^ • 

yen, were ma missing, he said. ( Continued ) 

* 


' 


'VI 


Mi 






1 


r 


Me.’ Hair added fur&her that there were na wwi-fcy ef the talka-maai 

K * ™ 

by the’ persens whe claimed ta have witnessed the plana accident 
Krariin the -airfield af Fermasa. 
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Mr. Maria • Takakura, fermerly the staff af the Imperial 




|H Ahmy Beadquartars, revealed as fellews: 

' .... 

' t . i XxItxaaaxa»xSepiixXtfexthatxthBxtwax±lxallxto***axaMi»liiiBB: 

■FijBW^vr’ 1 ' 

MxxxSaaBxaxgaadsxaniixxhlsxashBs 

^ 

" It wag an Sept* 7th that the ashes af Mr. Base and. tw* 
ail. bases which cantained his gaads reached the Imperial Army-” 
Headquarters. I received them. On 8tlj I handed aver all .ff 
them x te Mr.. Murty, seniar afffeer af India Independent Leadgue ;Lb 

. . * * t 0 / 

-Japan. •” Afterwards I was tald by ane af my fellaw staff tha1> 

the centents af his gecds were gald bariand diamend*. 

"At any rate it happened at such a time when same Generals 
I : : • ‘ \ 

cemmitted suicide and General Ta ja alsa attempted ta cammlt suieide. 

.3a, we might have dene same mistakes in dealing with the uii abeve, 

1 BM Ml "^ 
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tfeaugh, I believe, we have dene aur best." 

( Tr. K.Negami ) 
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NOTE VERBALE 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents 
its compliments to the Embassy of India in Japan* 
and has the honour to enclose herewith a report* 
prepared by the Ministry, on the cause of death 
and other matters related to the late Subhas Chandra 
Bose for the latter’s information* 


Tokyo, January 31* 1956* 
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Inveatlgatlon on the cause of death and 
other matters of the late 9ubhae Chandra Bose, 


Regarding the cause of death of the late Subha s Chandra Bose and 
articles left by him, inquiries veTe made of the following persons vis 

4 4 . • 

are considered to have had some relations with the matter. 


Name 

Ocnination at that time 

Mr. T. Hachiya 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Provisional 
Government of Free India. 

Mr. S. Nonogaki 

Lieut, -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Air Forces in Java. 

Mr. T. loshimi 

Surgeon Captain, Head, Nanmon Branch 
of Taipei Army Hospital. 

Mr. T. Tsuruta 

Amy surgeon of the above Hospital. 

Mr. K. Aral 

Captain, Headquarters, Teukasa Air 
Corps. 

Mr. M. Takakura 

Lieut, -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M. Shibuya 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Formosa. 

Mr. T. Sakai 

Li cut . -Colonel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Burma. 

Mr. K. Sakai 

Major, Battalion Commander, Taipei 
Military Air Port. 

Mr. M. Kinoshita 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M. Nakamura 

Captain, Taipei Military Air Port. 

Mr. H. Hasegava 

Sublieutenant, Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. T. Hayashida 

Sublieutenant, Headquarters, Army 
Forces in Formosa. 
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An outline of the result of the investigations is as follows* 
1. Movements of Mr. Bose 


August 17, 

8.a.a. 

left Bangkok 

II 

U a.a. 

arrived at Saigon 

■ 

5 p.n. 

left Saigon 

■ 

7*30 p.m. 

arrived at Tourane 

August 18, 

7 a.m. 

left Tourane 

n 

0.30 p.m. 

arrived at Taipei 

n 

1.50 p.m. 

left Taipei 

Immediately after taking off, 

the airplane in which 

he rod. fell 

to the ground, and he was wounded. 

August 18, 

about 3.00 p.m. 

he entered the Nanmon 
Branch of Taipei kray 
Hospital. 

tt 

7.00 p.m. 

he died. 

August 22, 

he was cremated 

(at the Taipei Municipal 
crematorium) 


August 23., his funeral ceremony was hold 

(at the Taipei Nishi- 
Honganji Temple) 

Mr. Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Rahmln, left Saigon on August 
17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber, twine -engined, Type II 
remodelled 97), and arrived at Taipei air-port a little past noon on 
the next day. 

The airplane, first scheduled to land at Heito air^rt, Taiwan 
(Formosa), changed the plan on the way for flying to Taipei directly, 
as both the weather and engines had been found to be in good condition, 
and extended 5ts flight to Taipei without any notice there beforehand. 


- 3 - 
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The airplane left Taipei air-port before 2 p.ra. after refueling 
and lunching. 

At the moment when the pitch of the propellers was changed after 
the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above the gromid, 
one petal of the three-petaled propeller of the left wing was suddenly 
broken, and the engine fell off. The airplane, subsequently unbalanced, 
crashed into ballast piles, beside the ^ strip of the air-port, for 
repairing bombed holes (Reference: Annex I), and wae wrapped in flames 
in a moment. 

Immediately after the plane’s fall, the passengers on board escaped 
from it, but, as the persons in the front deck (Reference: Annex II) 
were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks all over their bodies, 
they suffered serious burns; Lieut, -General Shldei and other two men 

died within the plane. 

Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off the plane; Adjutant Rabmin 
and other passengers exerted themselves to take his clothes off, but 
&8 his thick sweater for cold weather was permeated with gasoline, his 
whole body was seriously wounded by burns. 

Mr. Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the TJnnmon Branch of Taipei 
Army Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Rahnin, Staff -Officer Nonogaki, 
and other persons. He was diagnosed by the Head of the Hospital los h im i , 
and Military-Surgeon Tsuruta (surgical treatment was mainly done by 
Military-Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical expert). 

At the commencement of the treatment, Mr. Bose said that other 
persons might as well be treated first and he would be treated last, 
but the treatment was commenced with him. 


! 
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His conditional Hia whole body suffered serious turns 2° and 3° 

(2° “ dropsical swellings appear on the skin) 

3° = skin is carbonised), and had a colour of 
oxidized silver caused from burns and sores. 

Bis face unusually swollen, but his consciousness 
was clear. 

A considerable quantity of Ringer's solution was instantly injected) 
wounds and burns were treated) and after the injections of Sulfa-drugs, 
he was swathed from top to toe, and brought to a sick-room. (Reference! 
Annex III). 

Mr. Bose, thinking he could not lire, asked Military -Surgeon 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tsuruta continued to sit beside 
the sick-bed. 

Until about 7 p.m. be kopt clear consciousness, and had talks with 
Adjutant Rahmin, but suddenly his consciousness was lost, and his heart 
ceased to move. In spite of several injections of heart stimulant and 
axtificialv%spiratlon, he could not revive. 

By hie side were Iftlitary -Surgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Rahnin, 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment of hie 
death. (Reference: Annex IV) 

2. Disposition of his remains am articles left by him. 

(l) Major Sakai, Ex-Battalion Commander of Taipei Air- 
port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his coimnand and gendarmes 
to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked plane on 
the afternoon of August IS. 
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At this search, things considered to have belonged 
to Mr* Bone were put into a 18-litre's petroleum can, which 
was sealed in the presence of the commander and gendarme on 
duty and brought to the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters. 

(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut .-Colonel Shibuya, an 
aerial chief, received it and put it in a wooden box. 

The box vas scaled once again and kept safely, and 
was sent, together with Mr. Bose's remains, to Tokyo under 
the care of Adjutant Rahmin and Li eut. -Colonel Sakai, ex-staff 
officer of the Array in Burma district, who left Taipei on 
September 5. 

(3) As Colonel Brbmin and Lieut. -Colonel Sakai were 
somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box was 
entrusted to Sublieutenant llnyaehida, a fellow-traveller, on 
the way. 

After arriving at Fukuoka, Lieut. -Colonel Sakai 
took charge of the transport of the box under the guard of 
three soldiers dispatched from the Amy of the Western 
District. 

The group vent up to Tokyo Ty train, and on September 
7, lliOO p.m. the box vas handed to Major Kinoshita, command- 
ing officer of the week, Imperial Headquarters. 

( 4 ) The box was transferred to Lieut. -Colonel Takakura, 
staff -officer, Imperial Headquarters, about 8 a.m. on the 
following day. 
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(5) The remains of Hr. Bose were handed to Mr. Ayyar, 
and the articles left by Mr. Bose to Mr. Murti, respectively, 
from Id eut. -Colonel Takakura a few minutes past noon on the 
same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters. 

It is additionally stated that, according to the man who then 


commanded his subordinates at the air -port in collecting the articles, 
the can was 90 per cent filled, the contents of which were decoration- 
like metals, chain-like metals, ring-like metals and spurs, but, as 
those things had been burnt at the accident, none of them were clearly 
identified. 


Other than the personnel working at the air-port at that time, 


no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was strictly 
sealed . 



Sketch -map of the Air Fort. 
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Military Police (as a guard) 
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Interpreter, 

Nakamura Army Surgeon, Tsuruta 
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(This sketch was drawn according to the memory of Mr. Tsuruta) 
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February 6* 1996 



Hy dear Dutt, 

t 

I enclose a Note Verbale which I have received from the 
Galmusho on the circumstances of the death of Subha s Chandra Bose* 
I understand that this material has been collected by the Gaimuaho 
in preparation for the visit of our Investigation Committee and 
at this stage this material is intended only for our Information 
at the Embassy* However* I feel that the material should also be 
brought to your notice for your official information* We shall 
place this material before the Investigation Committee whan they 
arrive in Tokyo* 

2* It will be seen that the Note clearly mentions the 
presence of Colonel Rahman ”at the moment of his death”* Axmexure 
IV gives the sketch of the room where Subhas Bose died and. where 
Colonel Rahman was seated at the time of his death* I am*' 
however* told that Rahman* in a statement made in Calcutta recent* 
ly* denied having seen Subhas Bose's dead body* I doubt the 
correctness of this report as* I believe* Prime Minister's state* 
ment in Parliament on Subhas Bose's death was based on the testl* 
mony of Rahman that he was present when Subhas Bose died* In any 
case* you might have this report of Rahman's statement verified* 

If Rahman now really denies having been present at the time of 
the death of Subhas Bose* then the correctness of the Japanese 
report on the whole matter will be open to grave doubt and 
criticism* In this connection, you might also consider whether 
the Committee should examine Rahman before they leave UndlA* 

« 

3* I saw a press telegram the other day mentioning that the 
Investigation Committee will come here in March* I suggest that 
they might arrive here at the end of March when I shall have 
returned from the New Delhi Conference* 


Shrl S* Dutt* 

Foreign Secretary* 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Sw-W 

Enclosures i 


Yours sincerely* 



R* Sen) 
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Investigation on the / cause of death and 
other natters of the late Subha s Chandra Bose . 

i ' 

, 

sgarding the cause of death of the late Subha s Chandra 

tBp j 

Bose and articles left by him. Inquiries were made of the 
following persons who are considered to have had some relations 
the natter. 


SM 


fane 

. 


Mr. X. Hachiya 


OmSh 


• s>- <v 

< *- Mr. T. Tsuruta 

• ' • 

/u. IT i«.l 


* Occupation at that 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minis! 
Plenipotentiary to Provisional , 
Government of Free India. 

r > * n r ‘ ''vPhTV 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer,- 
Headquarters* Air Forces in J$va, 

jj 

Surgeon Captain, Head, fanmon 
Bran oh of Taipei Army Ho spit 

Army surgeon of the above Hospital. 


'.- K r ' «A 


Mr. K. Aral 

"■"8^ • 

Mr. M. Takakura 

- Mr. M. Shibuya 

' - 

"TTS, • i\W‘ 


pn^P 

Mr. K. Sakai 
Mr. M. Klnoehlta 


— Mr 
*r. 




• Captain, Headquarters, Tsukasa 
Air Corps. 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

-V*-'- • 

Lieut . -Colonel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Amy Forces in Formosa. 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Amy Forces In 

. r .* v - *MihW 

\ r 

Major, Battalion Commando 
Taipei Military Air Port, 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 
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Mr, Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Rafcadn/ left Saigoni 

' 

August 17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber twine- 
' 

engined, Type II remodelled 97), and arrived at Taipei air; 
a little past noon on the next day. 

• •?-« : w 

The airplane, first scheduled to land at Helto air- 

. 




Taiwan (Formosa), changed the plan on the way for flying 

■ 

..Taipei directly, as both 

‘ 


the weather and engines had, been ;f< 


\V 


( to be in good condition, and extended its flight to Taipei 
' ' 

out any notice there beforehand. 
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The airplane left Taipei air -port before 2 p.m. after /refuel* 


tfjggyv *, • r Y *r . t /- .* -v.' 

. ixvg and lunching, , V * .* fjm 

' ' ‘ r " -*•' * *.£• >• 

At the moment when .the pitch of the propellers was changed. 

v - r 1 - 1 - “*■ I . .■; L 

JS./*: * \.r 

, after the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above 

... 

. the ground, one petal of the three -petaled. propeller of “the. left 

. 

,v wing was suddenly broken, and the engine fell off. : The a: 

* ' _ . , * A3L k * 

*"'* y& | • ,• ‘ * • 'V * ^*r • ^-.4* ► fPVs. 't, 

/subsequently unbalanced, crashed into ballast piles, 

• . ' ' ' _,_. r 

strip of the air-port, for repairing bombed holes (Reference; 


Men 




: Annex I), and was wrapped in flames in a moment.. 
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€ •* ’ t 

Immediately after the plane's fall, the passengers on 


f ^ .ifv 




escaped from it, but, as the persons In the front deck (Ref 


ej 


r' r ... • y 

f Annex XZ). were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks e 
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• ♦ V • ■ 


‘their bodies, they suffered seriouB horns; Lieut , -General t Shld« 

' is ■ 

- and other two men died within the plane . 
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Hr' Bose, 
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Mr* M. Nakamura 
Mr. H, Hasegawa 

, - ' - '. V 

J; Mr . T. Hay a ah Ida . 
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Captain, Taipei Military Air P 

mr 

Sublieutenant, Imperial, Headt; 

Sublieutenant, Headquarters; 
Army Forces in Formosa. 


Army Fc 
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An outline of the result of the investigations is as fc 

s 

«*». 
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August 17, 
» ■ 

Qtfxv *\W Vm v ‘ * 

n 

Bm' 5 . vo j ’ ■ > ‘ rt 

August 18, 

^'V'XjOt • . 

ti 

W 

MWgjTv 

- * , '• 1 1 


of Mr. Boss . m 

"V • 


8 a,m. loft Bangkok 

■fayiV. / lfflr# Wicvv.- N . % 'tv* * 

ft- 

11 a.m. arrived at Saigon 


5 p.m. left Saigon 


mm 


7»3Q p.m. arrived at Tourane 

7 a.m. left Tourane 

, v 

0,30 p.m. arrived at Taipei 


i 


1.50 p.m, left Taipei 




i L ^imm e d i a t ely after taking off, the airplane in which s 

'• • '<•-* • • 

he rode fell to the ground, and he was wounded. 

- 

' - r v August 18, about 3.00 p.m. he entered the Nai 
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yy r AS 


Nannon 

Branch of Taipei 
Hospital. 


7.00 p.m. he died. 
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August 22, he was cremated (at the Taipei ttinici; 

crematorium) 
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August 23 > his funeral ceremony was held 
■ H N ' (at the Taipei Nishi 

sbw; *i it ffjW) -s' .- ■. •> - ■> v - f . ' 

«KSS8fi^Jr>^ ' " - r ' > - 


Honganji Temple) 
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Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off *the plane; Ad jut 

■. . *' 

Rahmin and other passengers exerted themselves to take his 

-jM 

off, hut as his thiok sweater for cold weather was gpermeat 

gasoline, his whole body was seriously wounded by burns. 

">:• ' • • v " , • • 

. Mr, Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the Nanmon Branc 
a ‘ 

of Taipei Arny Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Rahmin, £ 

' . ■ - '■■■■" 

Officer NonogakL, and other persons. He was diagnosed ] 

Head of the Hospital loshimi, and Military -Surge on Tsuruta ; 

• B • • * • J ' _ 

treatment was mainly done by Military -Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical 

■ ■ m "■“ 

expert). 
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At the commencement of the treatment , Mr. Bose said that 


other persons might as well he treated first and he would 


treated last, but the treatment was commenced with him. 




an 


His conditions < His whole body suffered serious burns 
3° (2° ■ dropsical swellings appear < 
skin; 3° “skin is carbonized), and had 




andj 

the 
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colour of oxidized silver caused from 
and Bores. His face unusually swoll« 

S?mB 

■L ■ ■ ■ • 


bums 


his consoiousness Was clear. 

* '' ’• '■■-.fl 

A considerable quantity of Ringer's solution was instant 

JV' ' ' - 

■' injected; wounds and burns were treated; and after the* Injections j 

of Sulfa-drugs, he was swathed from top to toe, and trough - 

. 

sick-room, (Reference* Anne* III).. 
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Mr, Bo 6e , thinking he could not live, asked Military-Surgeon^' 
> A ,-:• 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tsuruta continued to oiV^'jv; 


beside the sick-bod. 
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; Until, about 7 p.m, .he kept clear consciousness, and had tal 
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■ with Adjutant Bahmin, but suddenly. his consciousness was lost, 
his. heart-'. ceased to move. In spite of several injections of 

^:*Sp*jisn •*•••*• ' ^ 
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stimulant 'and artificial aspiration, he could not revive, 

m 

, By his side were Military -Surgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Bahrain,'- 
' - ; 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment < 


fcpi mi upmpw 

his death, (Reference * Annex IV) 
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2. Disposition of his remains and articles left by him. 

(l) Major' Sakai, Ex-Battaliop Commander of Taipei } 
Air-port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his command and 

Rl Rl " / . , , . . 

gendarmes to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked 
-''.plane on the afternoon of August 18, 

:>v- - « ... 
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. At this search, things considered to have 


OTHr 


.belonged to Mr. Bose were put into a 18-lxtre's petroleum can, 

the presence of the commander and gej 
the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters , 
(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut. -Colonel Shibuya, 
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an aerial chief, received it and put it in a wooden box, 
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The box was sealed once again and kept cafely, 

rar: - v : ' • • • ' '' ’; ; ' V^5' 

■and vas sent, .together with Mr, Bose's remains, to T< 

> I _ 

under the care of Adjutant Rahmin and Lieut, Colonel Sakai, 
ex-staff officer of the Army In Burma district, who 1 
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Taipei on September 5. 
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1 I . . (3)* As Colonel Kahmln and Lieut , -Colonel Sakai Wfre 

‘ . - • - 

somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box 
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entrusted to Sublieutenant Hayashida, a fellow-traveller 


on the way. 
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Sakai 




After. arriving at Fukuoka, Lieut, -Colonel 

took charge of the transport of the box under the guard d 
' >r • • '■& 
three soldiers dispatched from the Army of the Western 
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District, 

The group vent up to Tokyo by train, and on 
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September 7, 11:00 p.n. the box was handed to Major 
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commanding officer of the week. Imperial Head* 
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Klnoshlta, command 
H > y/..- quarters. 
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(4) The box vas transferred to Lieut , -Colonel . Takaku 
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staf f -off leer, « Imperial, Headquarters, about 8 a,m, on the 
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following day. 


, 

► " •/ V (5) Tha remains of Mr, Bose were handed to Mr* Am 
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and the artioles left by Mr, Bose to Mr, Murti, respectively, 
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from Lieut. -Colonel Takakura a few minutes past noon on 
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the same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters, 
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It is additionally stated that, according to the nan who 
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then c omma n d ed his subordinates at the air-port in collecting ‘ 

the artiolea, the can was 90 per cent filled, the contents of 

which were decora tlon-llko metals, chain-like metals, ring-like 
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metals and spurs, but, aa those things had been burnt at th e , 
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accident, none of them were clearly identified. 
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Other than the personnel working at the air-port at that -tins', 
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no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was 
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strictly sealed, 
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to Mr. Bose were 
collected within 
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• * v (This sketch was drawn on December 13, 1955, 
according to the memory of Mr. Teuruta, the 
3‘1£&5 p V; •; Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital.) 
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(This sketch was drawn according to the memory 
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Ky dear Sen, , , 

, o / r - 

*■ ^ V 

j Please refer to your demi-official letter 

✓ ' • 

Ho.F. 5(1)-NGO-I of February 6. We have read the Note 
iVerbale, received from the Japanese Foreign Office, with 
interest. We also note that you will place the material 
before the Investigation Committee when it arrives in 
Tokyo. In the meantime we shall let the Committee have 
a preliminary look at this material before they leave 
India. 

2. It does not look that the Committee will 

be able to leave India before early April. R.K. Mitra, 
who was to be a Member of the Committee, has recently 
joined as Chairman of the Calcutta Port Trust and will 
no longer be available. We are trying to get Sankar Moitra, 
at present Chief Commissioner, Andamans, to take his place. 

3. We have noted the suggestion in paragraph 2 
of your letter. 

Yours sincerely, 


* V 

(s. DUTT) 

Foreign Secretary. 
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Shri B.R. Sen, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo. 



Mystery About Chandra Bose' 


By Masaaki Tanaka, director of the Indo-Japanese Friendship 

Association*. 

(Published in the Nihon Shuho, a weekly news magazine, 
January 25th issue) 


The rumour is still current in India that Sabas** 
Chandra Bose, the Indian independence movement 
leader who headed the Indian National Army in. 
the World War II is still alive dipMte the 
generally accepted story that he i e ^Sff ad in an 
air crash in Taipeh Airfield on August 18, 1945*' 
This has resulted in the despatching by the 
Indian Government of an inquiry mission to Japan 
In these circumstances it may be helpful that th< 
general public be enlightened on this^ controveri 
issue”rs casting 'a dark shadow* on the diplomat: 
relation between India* and Japan. - Ed. 


Don'.t speak about Bose” 


The rumour is persistent and- deep-rooted among 
people in India to the effect that Chandra Bose is still ( 
alive despite the generally accepted story in Japan that 
he was killed in an air accident in Taipeh on August 18, 

Jt v •'* ''’<&?• ' 'SkIi 

1945, following close fcwthe termination of the World War II* 
At the time of his death, his status known to us was Chief of* 
State the Provisional Government of India and Supreme 

.afhJt ir. 

Commander of the Indian National Army. 

•• 

To clarify his death the Government of India has 

WM 

recently decided to send to Japan a three-member inquiry 
mission including a younger brother of Netaji. They are 
reported to arrive in Japan on and around January 20. ^The,, 
Japanese Government is expected to give assistance to thelllliL 

' -v *$£ 

Indian inquiry mission in regard to this matter. I presume 

•V- •.* 

the public opinion in India reluctant to accept the Bose deat 
as true has at last moved the Indian Government to take this 


, One complex element in this matter is the missing^ ’ 

. 

jewels estimated variously in terms of billions of yen which 

1 ' • 

are told to have been collected from Indian people for tha 

• • *T 

Bose's chest for Indian independence movement and, the Wh©r$- 
N ‘ : ^ 

about? of which still remain in enigma since the death. fif4#o s 


The jewels were reportedly contained in two suit cases which 

.r 

were being carried by Bose when he met the mishap. It is assumed 

A. 

that clarification of this missing treasure may pose one knotty 

. kjk* 

problem in connection with the coming inquiry. 

In the circumstances that Bose is believed still alive y 


and he retains a wide popularity among Indians looked upon 




,.V!yw 


as a national hero, the result of the inquiry mission would-be’ 
accepted with much sensation in India. So much so important: 
is the forthcoming inquiry particularly in respect of its posstbk 
bearings on the relations between Japan and India* the Japanese' 
Government can hardly remain aloof to it. 

For these ten years, the Gaimusho, it seems has remained- 
non-committal to this issue and has avoided to touch it as a 






\ ■ 


knotty issue. When Mr. Yasaburo Shimonaka, president of the. 
Indo-Japanese Friendship Association visited India last year* IIP® 
he was reportedly warned by Japanese Ambassador Uishiyama not 
to touch the Bose question under any circumstances. Both 
Ambassador Uishiyama and his successor Yoshizawa reportedly 
refrained from making any comment on Bose when questioned about 
him at the press conference held following the latter* s present# 
tation of the credentials. Such an attitude of Japanese official' 
circles, it is assumed, only served to increase suspicion 
Bose's whereabout; among Indian people^ to the detriment of food 




relations between the two countries. 


Japanese assistance to Chandra Bose's independence move- 
ment is a well-known fact among Indians and there 'is little 

t ofUvn 

doubt as to the sincerity of Japanese towards the success of ^ . w 


• M 




his movement. In this picture it is indeed deplorable to know l 
that suspicion exists among Indians about the death of Chandra 


Bose. 






In this situation it would be most advisable both for 
the Japanese Government and those who used to be connected with 


Bose to extend their cooperation 4/fc.the work of the forthcoming -k 
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Indian inquiry mission to furnish any information which may 
be helpful to them. ' ‘ 

At this jucture I should \varn the Japanese press parti- 
cularly not to seek sensationalism from this issue just on 
the score of the missing jewels. An approach to this issue 
should be objective and no personal prejudice should come In 
the picture to complicate the issue. 

Every year on January 22 the birthday of Netaji is still 
widely observed in India. In Calcutta, the native place 
Netaji, the flag of the Indian National Army which he issi 
le£d, are hoisted at every housetop and citizens parade 

in. the streets carrying placards with enlarged photos of Chandra- 
Bose, shouting M Jai Netaji ki" . Even children and women 
participate in the celebrations putting on their Sunday clothes, 
The whole city joins to celebrate the birthday of their most 

beloved leader with all pomp* and fanfares. When the time 

. 

traditionally believed **rzhe ■ moment of his birth comes, fche 
whole city resounds in a chorus of "Long Live Netaji." 

Those in India who believe that Bose is still alive are 
found not only among those illiterate masses but also among 
leading journalists and intellectuals. For instance, N.D.^. 
Hujumdar, a former Minister of Bengal State, once wrote in t 
Hindu that he has evidence which tells Bose is alive. Commen- 
tator Mohit Mitra said that Bose is alive somewhere just for' 

^ !-y 

the sake of the people he loves. V.H. Kamath said, "I havel‘ r ,^ 
never seen such a great leader as Netaji who enjoyed so mu$| 
affection among the Indian people^ 

'•''He is now out of our sight but I have no doubt that ho- 
is still alive somewhere . 11 S. Harekrushna Mehbab Sven went so, 
far as to say, "We strongly protest those who accept his death 
as a f ait - accompli . We observe the Netaji* s birthday- in a, 
big manner by way of our protest to such a belief." 
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Ten years after the end of the World War II respect 
Chandra Bose is still high among Indian masses. The popularity ' g 
of^Bose in India was attested by two Diet members, 

D, Takaoka and S, Katsumata who visited India last year. They 

■V. ■ '>' 

said whenever they referred to Chandra Bose in their public 

' aHflh 


y-j 


speeches in India, the audience reacted with a thunderous 43 
applause. The Japanese Diet members were puzzled when th eg jj 
were asked so many questions about Bose by the people who still 
believe Bose is alive. It is even said that a Japanese visitor- 
was beaten up by infuriated Bengalese youths when he casually 


told them Bose is already dead. 




Three Reasons why Indians Believe that Bose is still alive 


- 

Regarding the undying belief among Indian people that 
Bose is alive, we may think of three background reasons. 


The first is that the circumstances commonly given as 


* 



relating to his death and the burrial of his ashes at a temple 

* ■ 

. 

in Tokyo (Renkoji Temple)., still fail to convince many of Indians 

■ 

due, to some ambiguities. AsM. Nair an Indian resident in Tokyo 

. 

is one of those who are sceptical about his deathustory. He 
points that stories given as eye-witnesses s' accounts are not 
identical. It is thought strange that Col. Habi-Brahman, Bose's 
aide, boarding in the same plane with Bose sustained only minor 
injuries on his hands. It is also said that he did not is© 
try to identify the face of the burned body of'Bosey'removing 
the white sheet which covered the body. His activities after »' ■ 
returning home invited some suspicion*. It is also said ithat" 

*. • 

he did not show the body of Bose to Deputy Commander Ayres who 
came to Taipeh on the following day of the accident. And it>*.;v; 
was also felt strange that no evidence of Bose's personal 
properties believedly existed was preserved. 

According to 'a* generally circulated story, the ashes and 
the jewels were passed on in the following manner. The ashes 

k 

as well at the suit cases containing jeweh - handed over to Major 
Kinoshita of the General Headquarters by Lt. Col. Sakai and 
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Lieut, Hayashida who flew to Japan. These we re again passed 
on to Lt. Col. Morio Takakura, chief of the 8th Section, 2nd 
Department, General Headquarters. It was September 7. On the 
following day or September 8, 1945, that these were personally 
handed over to Murti and two other Indians. Murti was the 
leader of the Tokyo Chapter of the Indian Independence League 
in J pan Mi at that time. But trouble is that there is no 
material evidence to show this and no receipts to confirm the 
dates of deliveries. 

Murti brothers later bought two sedans and were seen 
riding about in them, seemingly leading quite a luxurious life.' 
Later they were caught for illegal dealings in U.3. dollars. 

They are now back in India. In order to probe into the missing 
jewels, interogation of Murti. would be absolutely required. 

In this connexion Lt. Col. Takakura admits, "We thought we had 

4b 

taken^ best^ measures a* in our power in those turbulant days 
* *1 

following the suicides^ one by one of Army leaders, but since 
things have no w turned out like this, it may be said that we 
should have been more careful." (Hippon Times, Jan. 8) 

There exist no photographic records, receipts or any others 
material evidences regarding these circumstances. 

Bose makes Nehru Busy 

The second reason why the "Bose-alive" story is so 

persistent is ascribed to the deep respect for Bose among Indias 

For them, Bose is a demi-God. His spectacular exodus from India 

to Berlin and then his dramatic trip from Berlin to Tokyo in 

the World War II and his superior leadership of the Indian 

Independence Army up against the Anglo-Indian troops on the 

Burmese front firmly caught the minds of Indian masses so strong} 

that they have become to look upon him as a savior of their 

' S \ B J 

nation^^tae/phey expect '*»^ppear^i¥~anirQritical moment of the 

country „ 









The third reason is related with the Indian Communist 
Party. The Communists in an attempt to undermine the strong 
popularity of ITehru by hooka and crooks may have strived ' 
to exploit the popularity of dhandra Bose and fanned up the 
popular rumour about Bose. 

The landslide victory of a young Communist leader in 
the Calcutta by-election last year defeating Dr. R.T3. Pal, 
celebrated jurist of international famo / seemed to have resulted 
because of a story that Dr. P 1 compromised ’’ith ITehru in 
pre-election promises. In Calcutta, the native place of Bose, 
the Communist propaganda that Dr. Pal xxkhxlfehria betrayed them 
in shaking hands ’’ith ITehru ’forked succos '.fully to upset the 
fyoters support in favour of the young Communist leader.' 

Meantime it may be assume 1 that there exists dl ssatisf actb 
tion among the former non and officers of the Indian National 
Army with the "cold treatment" they are receiving under the 
Congress regime and these people may bo naturally hoping to 
see Bose again. 

Under those circumstances, it may be possible to think 
that ITehru thought it inadvisable to lot the thing go it 
stands and has decided to send an inquiry- mission to Japan. 

Tho Air Crash in Taipei Airfield 

Summing up Wp press reports, the circumstances of the 
accidental death of Bose stand as follows: 

It was August 17, 1945, two days after the Emperor's 
broadcast announcing capitaaltion of Japan that Chandra Bose 

accompanied by his aide Col. ITahi -Brahman loft the Saigon 

iO'C 

airport. The pldne was a transport of ICG-Ill type Wmede-l-lecr 
from a 97-2 Army heavy bomber. Boarding tho plane -’ere Lt. 

Gen. Tsunamasn Yofcsu3.de, "ho was on transfer from Burma to 
Manchuria as deputy-chief of st'vff of the Kwantiwg Army, Lt. 

Col. Nonog -aki (pilot), Lt. Col. Sakai, Major Takahashi, Major 

6 

Itono, Major Takizav/a, Lift? ’tenant Arai, Uorr^nt Officer Aoyagi 


- 7 - 

(co-pilot) and four other members of the crew. 

The plane left Turan (Cochin-China) on the following 
dawn heading for Taipeh. The plane reached Taipeh airfield 
at noon. They took lunch there while the plane was being 
refuefted. At 2 P.H. it started for the Gannosu airfield in 
Kyushu. The plane tarried the runway without hitch and took 
to the air. In the natter of £0 seconds or so, the plane lost 
balance and suddenly nose-dived (Into the ground. The propellor 
on the left wing had Heeifc gone. The plane was instantly 
entrapped in flames as leaking fuel caught fire. Lt. Gen. 
Yotsuide , Major Takizawa and a non-commissioned officer were 
killed instantly. Others sustaining burnfiiji , managed 

to crawl out of the wreckage. 

Bose suffered serious burning all over his body. He 

was taken to the Army Hospital by an ambulance for first aid 

treatment. lb out 30 surgeons attended the injured members . AIL 

w i » 

possible medical treatment* was administered. 

Surgeon Captria Yoshimi treated Bose whose hairs were 
all burnt. His face w s swollen with burns. There was not 
in Single spot on this body which was left (ynburned . His 
closes 'rere of course burnt to shreds. It was diagnosed as 
third degree burning. So there was little hope for his survive. 
Captain Yoshimi announced that Bose might not live beyond that 
midnight. Habi)>-3fek aman and Lt. Col. ITonogami were informed 
about the condition of Bosa. Blood transfusions, saline and 
camphor injections, and all possible medical treatments were 
administered in desperate effort to save the life of the 
great Indian leader against the hopeless chance of his survival. 
It was 40 minutes past that midnight that the heart of the 
great man ceased to boa , drawing a curtain on the dramatic life 
of the beloved leader of India. 

* :[i * * :Jc * 
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ose Claimed 
Alive in China 


AFP 

CALCUTTA, Feb. 2&— Subhas 
Chandra Bose, India's wartime 
anti-allied leader, is alive and i3 
forming an “Aslan liberation 
army" wing In Slnklang Pro 
vince under the protection of 
the Chinese Communist au- 
thorities, one of Mr. Bose's 
lieutenants stated in Calcutta 
yesterday. 

Mr. Bose's lieutenant, M. L. 
Thevar, deputy chairman of 
the -'"Forward Block Party" 
(founded by Mr. Bose) said he 
had met Mr. Bose during a vis- 
it to Burma. 

He said the China-formed 
"Aslan Liberation Army" was 
intended to free India from 
"Anglo-American domination." 
He said he had been In contact 
with Mr. Bose for the last seven 
years. 








Dear Mr . Da r, 


A Committee of throe persons 
appointed by the Government of India to investi- 
gate into the circumstances leading to the death 
of l'Jetaji Subha si i Chandra Pose will te visiting 
Japan next month. The Committee will consist of 
Mr . Shah Uawaz Khan, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Transport and formerly Major- 
General in the Indian National Army, as Chairman, 
Mr. Suresh Chandra Bose, brother of Netaji Bose 
and Mr. S.N. liaitra, I.C.S., Chief Commissioner, 
Andamans, as members. 

\ 

The Committee will start 
functioning in Delhi with effect from the 29th 
March, 19. r 6, and after a brief stay for a week or 
so in Delhi will proceed to Bangkok first, towards 
the end of the fir t week or beginning of the 
sec >nd week of April. From there it will go to 
Saigon and then reach Tokyo for completion of its 
investigation, Me shall let you know the 
date of their arrival there as soon as we ar$4ware 
of it. 


i/e shall hr grateful if you will 
kindly make necessary arrangements for their acco- 
mmodation at Tokyo and extend all assistance and 
facilities on their arrival there. 

This letter is. intended to give you 
only an advance intimation about their impending 
visit and further communication regarding their 
programme will fol ow as early as possible. 


'fours sincerely, 





(h.S. Chavan) 


Mr. A.i . Dar , 1. 1.3., 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo . 


♦ ** 



Copy of letter dated 2nd April, 1956, 
from Shri Suresh C. Bose, 62, Patau 44 - 
House, New Delhi, addressed to the 
Prime Minister. 



As a member of of "Netaji Enquiry Committee" , I 
think the following itams mentioned in brief among others 
need clarification:- 

1. Terms of Reference . The External Affairs 
Department in their letter dated 3*2.56 to me have 

mentioned " circumstances of the disappearance of " 

whereas the same department in their letter dated 

16-3-56 to me have stated " circumstanfes of the 

death of — 

2. As regards the manner in which the enquiry would 
be made, I asked Shri Shah Nawaz Khan yesterday as to 
whether the enquiry should be open to the public or to 

the press or to bot^ or whether it would be held i n Camera . 
He replied that all Government of India enquiries are done 
secretly and only reports are made public. 

3 . Whether the i tinerary of the "Enquiry Committee" 
w ill be decided by any party other than the Committee 
itself or by the Committee alone and which may be added, 
omitted or altered in accordance with the requirements 
suggested as the investigation proceeds. 

4. Whether with regard to witnesses , document s_, 
pa pers etc. necessary to be exmained or inspected, the 
procedure mentioned in item No. 3 above will be followed 
or not. 

5. With due respect to Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, I am of 
opinion that as this enpuiry is more or less of a judicial 
nature and not appertaining to military matters, his 
position in the Committee as Chairman is not appropriate 
and because he does not appear to be in possession of 

much additional information, which w ould be helpful to the 
Committee regarding the places to be visited by us or 


regarding the subject matter of this en i uiry. 

6. It is considered important Dy me on behalf of 


the Committee to know whether the name IJetaji Subhas 
Chandra was and still is in the list of War Criminals 
drawn up by America and her allies. If his name still 
exists and if they request the Government of India to 
hand hi m over to them, if he be found on Indian soil, 
for being tried as a War Criminal, whether this 
Government will have the option of handing or not handing 
him over to them for the aforesaid purpose. 

7. As I considered this enquiry to be very important 
one and as it will be of great concern to millions of 
persons throughout the world, it requires mature 
deliberation and sound judgement. As such, it is my 
humble opinion that Ur. Radha Binode Pal be requested 
and persuaded to join the Committee & to lead it. 



The terms of reference of the Committee are 
to enquire into and to report to the Government of 
India on the circumstances concerning the departure 
of Netaji Gubhas Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
th e 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result 
of an aircraft accident and subsequent developments 
connected therewith. 


I 
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RESTRICTED. 




C.S. No. 47. 


FOREIGN, JT.W FETJII. 

I1TRE MR ASSY , T GT^O. 

T>. T. -J. APR IX NIL. 
( Pviu'. . H i jij Tl.T.R. APR 130930. 

I f.r r T R -n 1 ATE . 



No. 129317 


Netnji Enquiry Committee would 
require services of one ind i a based Stenographer 
at Tokvo. Request one Embassy Stenographer nay be 
release^ and .local onn enol oved for Embassy work • 
Telegraph concurrence and cost of local recruit 
for one nonth# 


Ambessad or 
FS 


* 
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TELSGRA'T: RE STRICTER . 

FROM: IW'DE’ T BASSY , TCKYO. 

FOREIGN, 1TF.V/ rRLIII. 



TO: 


G » S « N o . 3 5 . 

u SS, 

1 S/JPRT956 

» y 


I M Y G r* I A T E . 


Wo. 35 


v 

y ' 

Your telegram No.2P317 12th. 


D.T. 0. APR 161120, 
r.T.R. APR 161125. 


, ^ 


M 


India based stenographer for Ketaji Enquiry 
Committee. Have enquired and find that owing 
language difficulty suitable English knowning 
stenographers not generally available locally. In 
any case foreign nationals could not be entrusted with 
this Embassy work. Strongly rec ommend Committee 
bringing ora stenographer. 


Ambassador 

FS 
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No. 78447 

Addressed Tokyo Indenbassv Bangkok 
Congen^ia Saigon. 


* 


BETA J I SUBHA S BOS!') Enquiry Committee 
, led by Shri. SHAIINAWAZ KTIAU with Shri. S.C. BOSE 
and S.N. UAITRA as nenbei's acconpanied by 
\ Shri. R. PAYAL Personal Assistant arriving Bangkok 
' 27th April at 3 30 a.n. (local tine ) by flight 
TTo. AI303. "Departure Bangkok 30th April 1105 a.n. 
by Plight TTo. AF730. Arrival Saigon 1.10 p.rn. 

30th April. "Departure Saigon 4th Uny 8 45 a.n. by 
Plight TTo. AP 170. Arrival Tokyo 1035 p.n. sane 
day. Proposed stay in Tokyo about one nonth. 

2. Kindly book suitable accomodation 

for Chairnan nenbers and Personal Assistant. 

Enbass ,r my kindly lend its staff car for use of 
•■nenbers if- available. Otherwise inexpensive alternative 
arrangements may be mr-’e. 

I 

3# Grateful if ^ou could nlso lend one 

Ind ia-bo sed stenographer rnd trusted interpreter 
during examination of witnesses# 

4. List of v/i t nesses to be examined will 

be telegraphed shortly* 

5* Concendir So iron kindl^ prrnnpe visit 

to Touroine end buck on 1st or 3rd ?Tpy# 


Ambesssd or 
FS 





TO: 


FOREIGN, IF.]',/ DELHI. 



18 APR 1956 

v . v/ 



r.T.O. APR 171240. 
D.T.R. APR 171245. 


H’fSDIATE. 


No.V} 



Your telegram Ho.28447 April 16th 
paragraph 3.^ For reasons already clarified jm our 
telegram ITo. 35 April 16th ITetaji Enquiry Committee 
should bring full compliment of stenographers from 
India. RAHIIAIT the only Indian in this Embassy who 
can work as Interpreter will be made available to 
Committee. 


Ambassador 

FS 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


•Jt, 


New Delhi (5), the.uCiVSll 79 5t ? 


Subject:- Com-:-ttee to enquire into the Circumstances 
concerning the disappearance of r Lri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


1 


I 


Dear Embassy) 



Forwarded herewith 


paper? noted 


1. ♦Question ho. 670 1 

in LOK SABL A answered' 
on l3-3-19£6, along ' 
with the Answer. ' 

2. Supplementary ^ues-\l 
tion with answers ' 
to the above ' 

question. ' 



on the margin 


please find copies of 
for your information. 


i 


'fours ever, 
ilin i stry. 



V. 



» 


STARRED QUESTION HO. 67 0. 

LOK SABHA. 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 670 
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 1 ^TH MARCH. I956i 

COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THE DEATH OF 

SUBHAS CHARDRA BOSE 

QUESTION 

*No.670 SERI KAMATH ; Will the Prime Minister be pleased to refer 
to the reply given to Starred Question No* 1 3 on the l'6th February* 
1956 and state: 

(a) whether the composition of the Committee has been finalised; 

(t>) if 90 , the names of the Members; and 

( 0 ) when the Committee is expected to proceed on its mission? 

timm mm trim 


ANSWER 

SHRI ANIL K. CHANDA, D*M. 


(&)(b)&(c) • Yes. The Committee is expected to start work about the 


begining of April. Its members are: 


1. Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Railways. 

2. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
elder brother of Shri 
Sub hash Chandra Bose, and 


3. 


Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.S., 
Chief Commissioner, 
Andamans. 


********** 


*TANDQN*lOQ3. 
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(* 670 

2hri Hamath: lias the attention ->f Governm-nt 
been drawn to a suggest! or made in the Bengal 1 ress that 
Lr. itadha Bincd Pal, former member ef the International 
Military Tribunal in Tokyo, should lave been invited or 
should be invited by Government to serve on this 
Cornu it tee? i 

The I rime Minister and Minister of External 
Affair? ( Shri Jawahnrlal Kehru; Yefi. lie saw that. Br. 
xtadha Bin ■'d Fal is a very eminent person. But in this 
particular instance, it was thought that perhaps it 
would not be suitable for \ im to go there for this 
purpose. Apart from this, I believe that lie is lihely 
to be otherwise engaged. 

Shri Hamath: Is tliis three-man Committee launching upon 
this inquiry with the conviction ar even the presumption 
that kataji b dead? Or has it got an open mind on this 
aspect of the matter? 

£hri Jawaharlsl I» hru: Th^se people who have studied this 
matter are convinced of the fact of the death of Uetaji. 

But that does not mean that mind cannot be 
opened afresh, if necessary. 

3nri Kamath; V.ill the Committee examine various persons 
who have made statements on this subject in recent weeks 
or Pv p ri earlier in regal'd to the whereobo;ts or the 
existence of hetaji, in various fjarts of Asia? Hill the 
the Committee also inquire into tJu inderitity of the 
person wi o$e , holograph was published in. the Bengal 
press some weeks ago, r Mongolian delegate? The 


— con + d --2 


lincorrec ted- lots .for Publication . 
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670 Conte 1 . 


t Shri Kamath-Contd) 


Prime Minister also admitted the resemblance to 
beta ii. 

4nd in view of the norm? 1 relatione with ...ongalia 
recently established. 

Kr. Speaker;. how many questions? 

Shri Kantfth; ^11 right. 

c hri Jawahar Lai lehru: Ihe Comiittee will wort in 
close conjunction with representatives of the 
Japanese Government, and no doubt will draw up its 
own nethod? of procedure. 1 must say that the 
occasional statments that occur in newspapers 
are f bout as fantastic and -s highly imaginative as any 
person can make them, and the story about some picture 
from Outer Longolia resembling i.etaji- It is not 
for ire to say no to ai.ytl ing is, I think, 


t. 


like talking ; bout the moon being made of green cheese. 
Shri Aamath: Low tha - /ve have ha ily established 
relations with Outer i. ongolia , are ve going to request thi 
Government of Mongolia or of China, where the delegate 
was supposed to have gone in 1152, to co-operate with 
this inquiry? 

Shri Jawaharlal liehru: how da we c o-ope ra te? wiilxxshis 
I no not quite understand. » :P ask them to search 
all the monasteries in cute r 1 ongolia or in Chins or 
elsewhere ? «h>t i? the b? si c t'or it, except that 
somebody says that from the phot ogre l it appears to him 
that there is some resemblance? 



worker 1 s pr<^ 








By diplomatic Dap . 

SECf 



{ y ) (\) o • Ti((£) ^ ^ 

* MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

NEW DELHI. 

A"" f Wv>v 

V^VO v\ 

** April 1956* 

V - - zJ ^ 


Dear Mr. Sen, 

Tbe Netaji Enquiry Committee will be arriving 
in Tokyo on 4th May 1956. They wanted to visit 
Formosa in order to see the various sites (i.e. 

Taihoku, where the plane said to have carried Netaji 
crashed, etc.) and to examine some witnesses. The 
matter was referred to the Prime Minister and he has 
directed that it would be neither practicable nor 
advisable for than to go to Formosa as we do not 
recognise that' Government and they are likely to 
put obstacles in the way of the Committee and even 
create difficulties and embarrassments. 

2. The Committee are, however, likely to raise the 
issue with you again, and I suggest that, unless you see 
any strong reasons to the contrary, you may dissuade 
them from visiting Formosa. 


Yours sincerely, 
> * Q- 

(T.N. Kaul) 


Shri B.R. Sen, I.C.S., 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO. 



BY Diplomatic 
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th April 1956. 


NFAV DFLHT. 


Dear Mr, Sen, 

I enclose a list of witnesses whom the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee wish to examine during 
the course of their stay in Japan between the 
4th May and 3rd June 1956, They would be grateful 
if you would kindly inform the witnesses and call 
them in batches, according to convenience, on different 
working days. The first 13 have been mentioned in 
the Japanese Government's Report sent to us, while 
the 12 others have been added by the Committee 
themselves. If you wish to suggest any other names 
of persons who might be useful in throwing light on 
the subject, you may kindly inform the Committee 
about them. 


Yours sincerely, 




(T.N. Kaul) 


Shri B.R. Sen, I.C.S., 
Ambassador of India in Japan 
TOKYO. 


S. No 


Particulars ^ 


A 


Name of witness 


1, Mr. Hachiya 


Ambassador Designate to the Provisional 
Government of Azad Hind ‘ 


2. Col. S. Nonagaki 

3. T. Yoshimi 

4. T. Tsuruta 


Who was the Staff Officer Headquarters 
of Air Forces in Java, is one of the 
survivors of the plane crash 

Surgeon who attended Netaji in the 
Japanese Military Hospital, Taihoku 

Army Surgeon, Namon Hospital, 

Taihoku 


5. K. Aral 

6. S. Takakura 

7. Shibuya 

8. T. Sakai 

9. M. Kinoshita 

10. K, Sakai 

11. M. Nak a mura 

12. Hasegawa 


Captain Headquarters Tsukasha Air 
Corps 

Lt. Col. Staff Officer, Imperial 
Headquarters, Tokyo 

Lt. Col, Staff Officer, Army 
Forces, Formosa 

Lt. Col. Staff Officer, Headquarters 
Army Forces, Burma 

Ma J or , Imp er ia 1 Head quar ter s , Tokyo 

Major, Battalion Commander, Taipeh 
Military Airport 

Captain In Charge, Taipeh Military 
Airport 

Sub-Lt. Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo 


13. T. Hayashida 


Sub-Lt. Headquarters, Army Forces 
in Formosa. 


A 


1. Mr. Nakamura Was an Interpreter from the Civil 

Govt. Office, Formosa. He had been 
in touch with Netaji on his previous 
visits to Formosa, en route to Japan 

2. Warrant Officer Nishi Is said to have taken the Netaji's 

coffin to the Aerodrome at Taihoku 
for transportation to Japan, returned 
and said that the body should be 
cremated. 

3. Col. Mlyata Was a Staff Officer of General Ando, 

Commander, Japanese Garrison at 
Formosa. He is said to have brought 
gifts for the deceased In accordance 
with the Japanese custom. 

4. Second Lt. Aoyagi 

5. Sergeant Major Pilot of the plane which is alleged 

to have crashed 


6. Col. Yano 


. General I soda 


Who was Chief of the Second Section, 
Southern Army Headquarters, Saigon. 

He is said to have made certain 
statements before the British regard- 
ing Netaji 1 s intentions. 


P.T. 0. 


7 


Chief of Hikari Kikan 


8. 

Miss Chenpee Sha 

Formosan nurse who was working in the 
Hospital at Taihoku 

9'. 

Mr. Watanabe 

Who belonged to Hikari Kikan, Bangkok. 

He was an Interpreter 

10. 

It. Hotata 

Assistant Medical Officer who kept in 
Yoshimi at Taihoku, is said to have 
treated Netaji 

11. 

Capt. Yoshlda 

Of Japanese Air Force, probably attached 
to Air Headquarters, Saigon 

12. 

Capt, Klano 

of Hikari Kikan. 
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TELEGRAM: 

FROTT; 



TO: I NT* E ’’BASS' 7 ’, TOJTO. 


Tt.T.O. APR 25 NIL. 
T'.T.R. /-PR 260230. 


I M ™ E T> I A T E . 


No. 25146 


A4 4 re s eg' 1 Tokvo repeate4 Shri. GHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
care Chief Secretarv Calcutta. 


Your telegram No. 35 of 16th April. 
Netaji Enquiry Committee authorise^ to engage 
loca.l stenographer. Kinilv secure services of 
one stenographer after committee's arrival. 
Letter follows. 


Ambassa4 or 
FS 


t a 


c; 


IFI^EN' 1 ' 



* 



I 1 ”)) 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


N 0« 5(l)HG0-I* 


the 27th April* 1956* 


Subject*- Hetft.11 8ubhaa Chandra Bose 
Enquiry Committee. 


Dear Mr* Hattori* 

With reference to our 

personal discussion of 26th April* I enoloee 
herewith in duplioate a list of persons whom 
the Conmittee would like to meet and interview 
in oonneotlon with the subject enquiry* In 
case the Connittee desire to meet any other 
person* you will of course be requested for 
the neoessazy facilities and arrangements* 


Tours sincerely* 


(ATI?:. Dar) 



Mr. Hlsaji Hattorl, 

Chief of the 4th Section* 
Asian Affairs Bureau* 
Gaimusho, Tokyo* 







6, Clive Row, 
Calcutta 
23rd April 1956 


> K Y 0 


Dear Mr. Sen, 

The Delegation appointed to Investigate into 
the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boee will be arriving 
in Tokyo on May 2nd. 

Major General Shah NawaJ is in Calcutta now 
takir^ evidence and I met him. He Is anxious to meet 
the MayQr_ cif Tajpeh of Formosa Who may be in Tokyo.j(Ji 
the Lime as it is likely that he will be attending 
the Asian Mayors Conference which is beir^ held in 
Tokyo between May 2nd & May 12. Major General Shah 
NawaJ has requested me to help him in establishing 
contact with the Mayor of Taipeh and I have written to 
the Managing Director of the Mitsui Steamship Co, to 
try and help him in this connection. He also requires 
an English Steno-Typist who will be able to keep record 
and evidence that j-hey will be taken. I suppose they 
will be contacting' 'as soon as they arrive artf you will 
be able to find out and do all that is possible for 


them 


With my kindest regards to you and Mrs. Sen. 


Yours sincerely , 



Hie Excellency B.R. Sen, 
Indian Ambassador to Japan 
Indian Embassy, 

Tokyo, Japan. 


MINISTRY OP SXTETUl, rt 'Hiu.5. 


No. P.71(A)l/r 

GOVERNMENT OP I 


Itf) 



MEN DELHI, THE 24thAPRIL, ly56. 



FROM: 



TO: 


/ V '’ 1 


Reference your telegram ?7o. 35, dated 


April 16th regarding India-based stenographer for 
Netajl Enquiry Committee. 


In addition to tne one stenographer being 


taken rrom India, the Committee i3 being authorised to 
hire such local stenographic assistance as may be 
necessary and available. You are, therefore, requested 
kindly to locate a suitable local stenographer for 
engagement by the Committee on arrival. To tne extent 
that the needs or the Committee are not entirely met 
by the Inaia-based stenographer accompanying them 
ana by such local help a3 may be available. It Is 
hoped that the Embassy will give a3 much assistance 
as possible. 



(nrnicR ken) 
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SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, 

Chairman, Netaji Enquiry Comnitf'Se, 


Indian Embassy, 
Tokyo, 

Dated the 11th May'56, 


My dear Dar, 

In addition to the list of witnesses already sent 
to you, the Committee would like to examine the following 
witnesses for whom the Japanese Foreign Office may please be 
approached to make them available for examination by the 
C ommittoe : - 


1 0 Mr. Okshita, who was the navigator of the plane 
which is alleged to have been 
crashed at Taihoku. He is one of 
the survivors. 

2 0 Major Kojima, He was a Staff officer at Saigon 
and is said to have made arrange- 
ments for Netaji's journey from 
Saigon onwards. 

3. Japanese nurses who were on duty in the Nanmon 
/Taihoku, Taiwan Hospital/when Nataji was brought 

there . 




Shri A.K.Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Indian Embassy, 
TOKYO. 


Yours sincerely, 


&•' ffiHAR W AW A 7 . IfHAWi 


(SHAH NAWAZ KHAN) 

/ 


* 



No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


May 14, 1956 


Dear Mr. Hattori, 


The Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission is anxious to^xamlne the following wit- 
nesses i- 

1. Mr. Okshita, who was the Navigator of the plane 
which is alleged to have taut crashed at 
Talhoku. He Is one of the survivors* 

2. Major Kojlma. He was a Staff Officer at Saigon 
and is said to have made arrangements for 
Netaji's Journey from Saigon onwards. 

3. Japanese nurses who were on duty in the Nanmon 
Hospital, Talhoku, Taiwan when Netajl was 
brought there. 


I would be grateful If arrangements could 
kindly be made for the persons above-mentioned to meet 
the Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 


• . ^ 

( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. Hisaji Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Qalmusho, Tokyo. 


Chairman, Netaji Enquiry Committee. ) 


U Uiji ii> LjJ* 1 -l t\ , 

\*< 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


Dated the 18th May 1956, 


Dear Shri Sen, 

The Netaji Enquiry Committee has "before it some 
evidence that the aeroplane carrying Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose 
crashed at Taihoku air-field in Taiwan (Formosa) and that his 
body was cremated there. In order to examine Formosan witnesses 
and to visit the al"!eged place of occurrence, the Committee 
had, before leaving Delhi, enquired about the possibility of 
visiting Formosa and had written to Shri Dutt, Foreign 
Secretary. His reply dated 18th April (copy enclosed) was^not 
very favourable . Since then,/ the^Comjnittee / ^s' , 'examinedf/a'^ 
number^of^^witnesse^in^Jap^rr^and^feel that it would 

t ry^n u v /v \ «? 1 t/t 9? 


/"if it^is 


desirable' to^ay^a^visic t^Formosa^if it' is at' all possible' 
The 'J apan6 str Fpre i gn Of^f ic e^-have tye'e n' ne lp’ing'' the'C ommit tee' 


The'dapan^s/Fpreign^Office .have bje'en' helping' the/Committee^" 
in it? / work''in every ''way 'and it' may be presumed/that^thgy'would 
be^hf Ipf u^if a'ppdposal for the' Committe^s'^^si^t^Formosd^^ 
i s y mad A o them a'' small party' giverf'by'dhv/^ 


othe r 


ideryto them./ A 

// V 

s of thtf/Forpi 


A o them a'' small ' party' giverf by' yir/ Hattof j./c 

/ X / / A 

dgn Off ice^/thig' matte^ was^broughtf"' up-x 
inf ormally 'andt-Mr/: Hattori/gave me tor understand that^suclr'a^''"' 
request^ if- made^to them^they vouldf be^il^ng^to^us/^their' 
good/of Pipes' with the'Taiwprf^ author i tie's r The / Committee''has^ 
another'^^'weeks^ in^Japari^and would be^obligetf^if the*' possibi- 
lity'’’ of^paylpg a'^sit'’^'Formos^ls'furthei' examined^ tc/'enab'ie 
them to do ,/ ^'during // thid > ^imei / ' f ' ' ^ 


/ 


examinee 
Yours sincerely, 


Shri B.R. Sen, 

Ambassador of India In Japan, / _ /A A , ^ 

Tokyo. ^ 

(SHAH NAWA^KHAN) 


Enclsl 


FS/407 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 


April 18, 1956. 


Dear Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Will you please refer to your D.O. No. 
PS/56/N of 10th April? a s you are aware, we have no diplomatic 
relations with the Formosan Government, nor do we recognise 
them. It is unlikely that they will give any facilities to an 
Enquiry Committee appointed by the Government of India in this 
matter. It is even possible that they would put obstacles in th« 

i 

way of the Committee, and create difficulties and complications 
which would hinder rather than help the work, of the Committee. 

In these circumstances, we do not think that it would be 
practicable or advisable for the Committee to go to Formosa. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd.S. Dutt. 

Foreign Secretary. 

Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


TELEGRAM: 


A 


rno’f: 

TO: 



O.T.P. 



SIDCHRT. 


OUT 


W>S 


JING 


V 

C.S, Ho . 44. 


nTTH-n.\ss v , tcif:yo. 

FOH3IGIT, E3W TEIiHI. 


P.T.O. mY 191730# 
F.T.R. -AY 1 91 740 » 


I r.f -f - t> J £ T 


IT o . 4 4 

^UTT from SHIT. 


In a confidential letter to me today 
the Fetr.ji inquiry Committee states 11 The Committee 
has examine* a number of witnesses in Japan and feel 
that it would he very desirable to nay a visit to 
Formosa if it is at all oossible. The Japanese 
Foreign Office have b mn holninr the Committee in 
its work in ever Tr vrrrr and it ma^ he presumed that 
* they would be helpful if a proposal for the T Commi ttee * s 
visit to Formosa is m.'dc to them. At a small party 
given by T Tr • Hat tori Chief of the Asian Pesk and 
others of the Foreign Office, this matter v/as brought 
up informally and T Tr. Hattori gave me to understand 
that such a request if made to them, they would be 
willing to use their roo" 1 offices with the Taiwan 
authorities. The Co^itee has another P weeks in 
Japan and would be obliged if the possibility of 
paying a visit to Formosa j further examined to 
enable them to do so during this time". The 
position appears to be that the Japanese Government 
will not give rnv definite undertaking to move in 
the matter without r definite nroposal either from 
the Committee or from the Embassy and neither of us 
can make such a request dthout Government approval 
in view of T 'utt , s letter to the Committee dated 
April l^th. I have tohv exnlnine* to the Committee 
the further deterioration in the relations between 
India and Formosa over Formosa 1 s d is runt ion of 
diplomatic relations with Hgyot but feel that if 
this approach bv the Committee is peremptorily 
dismissed the Committee v h 1 1 have a grievance which 
may make their whole report infructuous in the eyes 
of some sections of our people. In m r view therefore 
the Committee should be permitted to approach the 
Japanese Gov^rnm^nt for their rood offices in the 
matter even if Embassy keens out of it. 



Please dace this before Prime Minister. 



r 


I 





SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.P., l f» J 
Chairman, Netaji Enquiry Committee, 


My dear Dar, 







No. PS/56/NEC. 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

Dated the 23rd May 1956 c 


In addition to the list of witnesses already sent to you, 


we would like to examine the folldwing, for whom the Japanese 
Foreign Office may please be approached to make them available 
for examination by the Committee: - 

(1) Lt. General Isayama, Chief of General Staff, 

Formosa Army in 1945 0 

(2) Buddhist Priest at Taihoku whg is reported to have 
heldithe funeral ceremony to fj 1 . Ne taj i Subhas Chandra 
Bose at Taihoku in August 1945. 


(3) Kazuo Mitsui (Address: No. 15, Nishihata-cho, 
Wakamatsu City, Fukuoka-Ken) , a soldisi; £t, 

Taihoku in August 1945, who claims to^bd^bresent 
at the time of]-?death> of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

From the evidence of Dr. Yoshimi, names of the Japanese nurses 


which were not available to us when I wrote to you on the 
11th May, are now available. These are:- 

(4) Nakano, Ohama,Tomimoto and Nishimoto, 


These names may kindly be communicated to the 


Japanese Foreign Office for tracing them. 


Yours sincerely, 


(SHAH NAWAZ KHAN) 


Shri A.K. Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Indian Embassy, 
Tokyo. 


F.5(1)NG0-I 



May 23 , 6 


Dear Mr, Hattori, 

In addition to the lists of witnesses sent 
to you previously the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission is anxious to secure evidence from the following 
persons also 

1, Lt, General Isayama, Chief of General Staff, 

Formosa Army in 1945, 

2, Buddhist Priest at Taihoku who is reported to 
have conducted the funeral ceremony for Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose at Taihoku in August, 1945, 

3, Kazuo Mitsui (Address: No, 15, Nishihata-cho, 
Wakamatsu City, Fukuoka-ken) , a soldier at 
Taihoku in August 1945, who claims to have been 
present at the time of the reported death of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

As item (3) in my letter of May 14th we have 
requested for the attendance of Japanese nurses who were 
on duty in the Nanmon Hospital, Taihoku, Taiwan when Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was reportedly brought there. Dr. 
Yoshimi has now informed the Committee of the names of these 
nurses. The names as given are 

(a) Nakano, 

(b) Ohama, 

(c) Tomimoto, and 

(d) Ni3himoto, 

I would be grateful if you could kiridlyfoake 
arrangements for the persons listed above to meet the 
Commission at mutual convenience. 

Yours sincerely, 

( A.K.Dar ) 

Mr, Hisaji Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 

Asian Affairs Bureau, 

Gaimusno, Tokyo, 


II 
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NO.2B407 


Ambassador f rom KAUL^/ 



Your tel^rrr^ ?To.4d of 19th liny. 

^Tatter has been r» Irr^ bcfnyo Pri'^o "Tinister. 

V/e had mn^e it cleor to Committee in Tiolhi that 
it would not bo -practicable or advisable for them 
to visit Formosa. The onl 3 r possible advantage of 
going there might have been to see entries in 
hospital registers. At that time the hospital was 
mm b^ r the Japanese and all the Japanese must 
have come away • There can be no first hand evidence 
available there. It is conceivable however that 
some entries jn the h-rs ital registers might 
give so>"o rurLV'iv infoj-n- ti m, Wo wo j, vi like you 
to suggest to the Committee that you may on their 
behalf request the Japanese Governm rit to ask their 
Ambassador in Formosa to be^ood en ought to see 
the hos -itrl entries an rl t j'mi^- nt certified copies. 
At the Committee’s requestTe libel approached 
U.r. High Commission here to get this information 
for us but hove not ha* a reply yet. The Japanese 
Ambassador in Formosa wfcoul' 1 be in a better position 
to handle this matter than the British v/ho have only 
a Consul. 


2% he have considered the matter again 

and nre not in favour of the Committee visit to 
Formosa. Japans go o* offices mev enable Committee 
to land there but it is unlikely that the Formosan 
Government will give any facilities. In fact that lC- 
may put obstacles and suggest degrading conditions. 
Apart to this political lv this will be very 
embarrassing for. us and might lea 1 to complicating 
^situations. If the Committee feels that there 
may be some public criti cism here latu 71 they are 
at liberty to strtc if necessary thal the Ministry 
'of External Affairs advise 1 them against a visit 
• jto Formosa, 


Ambassad or 
FS 







SECRET 


F.5(1)NG0-J 




To 


The Shairman, 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bos# Enquiry Committee, 
Tokyo. 


Dear Sir 


vWith reference to your letter of the 18th Hay, 




1956, to Ambassador Sen regarding the visit of the Committee 
to Formosa, I am desired to say that the contents of your 
letter were conveyed to the Government of India with, the 
request that the matter may be placed before the Prime Minister, 
The Ministry of External Affairs have replied vide their 
telegram of May 22nd that as had already been mentioned to 
the Commission at Delhi it would neither be advisable nor 
practicable to visit Formosa. The Ministry of External ^ 
Affairs have added that the hospital concerned in Formosa 
was being run by the Japanese all of whom would have left 
Formosa by now and no first hand evidence would be available 
in Formosa under the circumstances. The Ministry of External 
Affairs feel, however, that there might be entries in hospital 
registers at Formosa which would be relevant and these may 
be obtained through the Japanese Government by arranging for 
the Japanese Ambassador in Formosa to make certified copies 
of the entries andfcsend them to this Embassy for handing over 
to the Commission. ** » 


"A ■ 



The Ministry of External feel strongly that any 


2 . 


attempt to visit Formosa may well turn out to be embarrassing 
all round and lead to frustrating complications without any 
/"disadvantage for the Commission. ("Under the circumstances I am 
P“* I to request for advice of the farther action desired in the 
l matter of securing authenticated copies of the entries in 
VJjhe hospital registers at Formosa^ 


/"■ 





This letter has been written in the absence of the 



Yours faithfully, 





( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 




I » 
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D.T.O. TT A V 2413.30. 
T .T.U. YAY 250930. 
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Ho. 2840? 


A’nbrssfHor fro*’) T 'A T JL. 
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J 


Reference my telegram TT0.R84C7 of 
RRnd TT ay. U.r. High Commission have just informed 
us that their Consul in Taipeh has telegrapher! 
that Formosa authorities are billing to allow -fee 
f Chinese whoso names were riven by Committee to 
he examine* by British Consul in the presence 
of Formosa officials. They are however not prepared 
to let them go to Hongkong to appear before our 
Committee. British Consul would like to have 


names in Chinese n f the witnesses 
corresponding giles ref e-once. 


~ n rl the 


2. He Hid not mention anvthing about 

the entries in the crematorium register and is 
being reminded about it. 


j 


Gp, Corrupt. 

Govern 


«s.tone 

- 

£ 


m l 

r * 


Formosa authorities 1 refusal to 
witnesses to go tc Hongkong -.is significant. 


3. 

, . alio-- . t a ______ 

By Change.lt is possible that the^ may possess their 

witnesses and make them give wrong statements which 
may only complicate the work of the Committee. 

Our opinion therefore that Committee should not 
visit Formosa is confirmed. Please consult and 

t ask them whether they would still like British 
Consul in Formosa to examine Chinese witnesses. 

; till 
in 




F .5(1 )NGO-I 


flay 26, 


6 


To 


The Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 

Tokyo. 

Dear Sir, 

' ' In continuation of my letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I dated 

the 24th May, 1966, I am desired to inform you on the authority 
of telegraphic advice received vide telegram dated May 24th i 

from the Ministry of External Affairs that in response to the 
request from the Government of India to the authorities in 
Formosa, through the U.K. Government, to allow five Chinese, 
whose names were furnished by the Commission, to proceed to 
Hong Kong for giving evidence to the Commission; the Formosa 
authorities have replied that they are not willing to allow , 

the persons to leave Formosa but would be willing to allow these 
Chines* to give evidence to the British Consul at Formosa in 
the presence of Formosan officials. In case the Commission 
would like to obtain the statements of the Chinese in Formosa 
in the above manner I am to request for the full names in 
Chinese of the witnesses concerned, 

2. I am to say further that the Government of India 
have not heard as yet from the U.K. authorities about the 
entries in the crematorium registers and the British Consul at 
Formosa is being reminded in the matter. 

3. The Government of India feel, I am to add, that 
this attitude of the Formosa authorities in refusing the 
Chinese witnesses to give evidence to the Commission directly 
at Hong Kong is indicative of what may be expected. However, 
if the Commission would like the British Consul at Formosa 

to record the evidence of the relevant witnesses under the 
conditions stipulated by the Formosa authorities the Government 
of India would consider arranging for the same. The Government 
feel, nevertheless, that the Committee may consider it 
desirable to defer this matter until after some indication 
is available of the attitude of the Formosa authorities to 
the suggestion of Government conveyed in my previous letter 
of May 25th that the Japanese Ambassador «to Formosa be asked 
to obtain certified copies of the entries in the hospital 
registers for transmission to the Commission. I would, 
under the circumstances, be grateful for advice of the decision 
arrived at by the Commission on paragraph 2 of my letter of* 

May 25th enquiring whether the Embassy should now approach 
the Gaimusho formally for securing through the Japanese 
Ambassador at^ Formosa authenticated copies of the entries 
in the hospital registers at Formosa. 


Yours faithfully, 

( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 


i 

/ 


F.5(1)NG0-I 


y 28, 
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To 


The Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 
Tokyo. 


Dear Sir, 

I am desired to say that the Ambassador has on 
return to Tokyo confirmed the contents of my two letters ® 
both bearing reference Ho. F,5(1)NG0-I and dated May 25th 

'^and 26th, 1956, respectively with the following modification. 

✓ M-’W/p y>\ 

Paragraph 2 of my letter of May the 25th, 1956, may 
kindly be cancelled and substituted by a fresh paragraph 


2 as given below 

'•The Ministry of External Affairs feel after 
reconsideration of the matter that they would 
not be in favour of the Commission visiting 
Formosa. The Ministry of External Affairs 
feel that even if the good offices of Japan 
enable the Commission to proceed to Formosa 
it is not likely that the Formosan Govern- 
ment would extend any facilities and in fact 
they may well put obstacles in the way and 
stipulate degrading conditions. The Ministry 
feel further that it would be politically 
embarrassing and might lead to complicating 
situations. The Ministry advise that if the 
Commission feels that there would be public 
criticism later the Commission is at liberty 
to say, if necessary, that the Ministry of 
External Affairs advised against a visit to 
Formosa. Under the circumstances I am to 
request for advice of the further action 
desired in the matter of securing authenticated 
copies Of the entries in the hospital registers 
at Formosa." 


Yours faithfully, 


• 

( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 


SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.P., 
Chairman, Netaji Enquiry 





I Tokyo, Dt 


! ,7 f 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

Cokyo, Dt. the 26th May'56. 


Dear Shri Dar, 

I am given to understand that one Col. Figges 
was deputed by the British Government soon after the end 
of the last war to go to Formosa and make certain enquiries 
relating to the alleged plane crash in which Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was involved. I believe Col. Figges is now 
posted in Tokyo as Military Secretary in the British 
Embassy. The Committee would very much like to meet him 
and record his evidence. The Committee appreciates that 
without the permission from his own Government, it would 
not be possible for Col. Figges to appear before the 
Committee. I would, therefore, request you to take 
necessary steps for securing permission for Col. Figges 
from his »w*i Government to appear before the Committee. 


Yours faithfully, 



(SHAH NA^AZ KHAN) 


Shri A.K. Dar 9 , 
First Secretary, 
Indian Embassy, 
Tokyo. 


-COPY* 
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No# PS/56/NEC 
Pear Mr. Sen, 

Our Committee has seen the two letters 
from Far (Nos. F5(l)NGO-I, dated the 25th and 26th of 
May 1956), regarding the evidence in Formosa. It is 
noted that the Government cf India are not in favour of 
the Committee paving a visit to Formosa. It is also 
noted that the authorities in Formosa are not willing 
to allow the evidence of Formosan witnesses to be 
recorded outside that Island. In the circumstances, the 
Committee has no ootion but to agree to the only method 
by v/hich evidence of Formosan witnesses is likely to 
be obtained. Arrangements may please be made to have 
the statements of Formosm witnesses recorded, as suggested, 
by the British Consul General and make them available to 
the Committee either hiring their return to India, Care 
of the Ministry ofSxtsrrml Affairs. In this connection, 
it is suggested that a hint, if there is no objection, 
may be given to the British Consul in Formosa that while 
a Chinese official miaht be oresent during examination 
of Formosan vritnesses by the Consul, the latter would no 
doubt make sure that the witnesses speak their mind openly. 
It would be appreciated if 4 copies of the statement in 
English, duly authenticated by the British Consul, are 
forwarded to this Committee. 

We have been asked to su r mly Chinese names 
in full of the Formosan witnesses. We have only got the 
names through non-Chinese sources and con give them as we 
hove received. The names of the Formosan witnesses together 



with some indication of the points on which they might 
give evidence, are given in the attached note. 

As for the entries in the hospital and 
crematorium registers, it is a matter of convenience 
whether they are obtained through the British Consul or 

/ / 

/ / 


the Japanese Ambassador in Formosa# The Committee would 
have no objection t r the latter channel is used# 

The papers concerned are three 

1# Tiie ^octor f s report regarding the alleged 
death of Mr. Subha s Chandra Bose at Hannon Military 
Hospital Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the IPth August, 1945, 

2. The police report on the same subject, 

3. The cremation permit issued by the Bureau 
of Health and Hygiene, Taihoku (Teioeh) on or shout the 
20th of August, 1945, 

It "iay please be ascertained whether such records 
are available. If they are, it is requested that relevant 
extracts made from them on proper authentication and four 
copies of the same together with certified English translation* 
may kindly be ma^e available to the Committee, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/ 5 - SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 


Shri, B.R. Sen, 

Ambassador for In^ia in Japan, 
Tokyo, 


Enel: 1 


Points for the British Consul in Taiwan 





* 


The Government of Indio hove appointed a Committee to 

enquire into the alleged death of ITetaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose, with the follow] nr terms of references- 

) 11 To enquire into and to report to the 

Government of In^ia on the circumstances 
concerninr the departure of ITetaji Subhas 
I Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th 
\ August 1945, his alleged death as a. result 
) of an aircraft accident and subsequent 
developments connected therewith. 11 

Some witnesses have deposed to the Committee 

that Mr. Bose met with an air accident at Taihoku(Taipeh) 

airfield on the lPth August, 1945, and that he was admitted 

to the JTanmon Military Hospital where he is sa.id to have 

expired the same night. It is said that his body was 

cremated at Taihoku City crematorium on the 20th August* 

There are some witnesses in Formosa who may be able to give 

evidence on the following roints. Their names as obtained 

from Indian sources given below and may not be wholly 

accurate. It is also regretted that their present addresses 

are not known to the Committee. In tracing these witnesses, 

it might be of advantage to contact the following gentlemen 


noted* on 

*Mr. Huang, 

Supdt. of Police, 

Taipeh 

Mr. S.P.' Chun, Secy, 
to the Commissioner 
of Police, Formosa. 

Mr. Chung Yung-kai, 
Office of the Governor 
General of Formosa. 


the margin* 

1. Burse Tssn Pi Sha (nurse in TTanmon 

Military Hospital, Taihoku (Taipeh) in 
August, 1945. 

This witness might testify 
regard in the entry of Mr. Bose and his 
Adjutant, Col. Ilabibur Rehraan, into the 
TTanmon ~ T iJitery Hospital, their treatment 


I 



there, the last hours of ,T r. Bose, his •< 
death, hoc in. ; the b * ’’ r in Ihe hospital and 
its removal 1- ter on. 

2. ' T iss Chu Ohow Tse, nurse TTanmon 


’Hilary hospital# 


This v/itne'S is said to have been 
on leave during that 1;i»re but "night have 
heard of the story. 




— 2 - 



\y\ " 


3. Dr. Kan King-yen, Present, Bureau of Health of Hygiene, 


Taihoku (Taipeh) in August 1945. 

This witness might give evidence regarding 


J 

. « • 


& 

Z i 


maintenance of record in the Bureau, particularly of- th& 

- 4 

certificate for the alleged cremation of Mr, Bose's body* 

. • * — ■ • • * 

4 and 5. Mr. Li Ghin Kui and Mr. Tan Ghi Ch,;€larka in the 

————— 

Bureau of Health and Hygience, Taihoku (Taipph) -*|Ln 
August 194 5. . i j j. . j H .’ 

These witnesses are said to have v£b sued a 

K ‘ 1+ - .4 

certificate of cremation in respect of the body of 

Mr. Bose after reading the relevant medical reports from 

-- • - y , ^ 

Nanmon Military Hospital and Police report regarding. 

the death. They are also said to have seen the body 

- y - 

which was identified by some Japanese officer. These 
vritnesses might testify regarding the certificates, .4 > ! 

namely, the doctor's certificate and cremation i-i 
certificate. If there be any v;rong entries in any one 
or all the cfertif icates , they might be able to five 
reasons for the same, 

6. Mr, Chu Tsung, In Charge, Taihoku City Government 
Crematorium, } icr 

This witness may be le to testify as ! to-^who* 

brought the body of Mr, Bose to the crematoriumi^’ 1 who 

/ 

identified it, how was the actual burning conducted, 
and who took delivery of the ashes. » vr* 


1 


$ 


| 

£ 
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May 30, 1966 * 


Daar Mr. Salby, 

Zn confirmation of our telephone conversation 
yesterday, this Is to request for advice of the procedure 
that may be adopted in securing the evidence of Col* . 
J.Q. Flggess for the Hetaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission, which has been set up by the Qovernment of 
India and Is presently In Japan. As already mentioned to 
you the Commission Is most anxious to ascertain from 
Col. Flggess any Information that he may have on the 
subject matter for which the Enquiry Commission has been 
set up by the Government of India. I enolose herewith 
a oopy of the terms of reference for this Commission. 

Yours sincerely, 



C A.K.Dar ) 


R.W, Selby Esquire, 

Counsellor & Head of Chancery, 
British Embassy, 

Tokyo. 


End i 1 


I 


i 


* 


h 


A 




F.5(1)NG0-I 
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May 3Q fl 


6 


Dear Mr. Hattori, 

■/ 

* .‘i 

The Netaji Enquiry Commission is anxious to secure 

\ % 

copies of the entries relating to the treatment etc., of 

V 

Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose at the Nanmon Military Hospital 
Taihoku (Talpeh). In particular the Committee would very 
much like to have copies of the following three papers or 
documents 

(1) The doctor's report regarding the death of Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose at Nanmon Military Hospital} 
Taihoku (Talpeh) on or about the 18th August} , 1945* 

(11) The police report} if any, on the same subject* 




(ill) The cremation permit issued by the Bureau of Health 
and Hygiene, Taihoku (Talpeh) on or about the 
20th of August} 1945, 

2, It Is not known to this Embassy If the relevant 

hospital registers and the originals of the three documents 
above listed are available but we would be most grateful 
foir the good offices of the Gaimusho in kindly securing 
authentic copies of available relevant records. Perhaps 
the securing of the copies may take a little time but the 
Embassy would very much appreciate urgent advice about the 
prospect of getting these copies through the good offices 
of the Government of Japan. 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. H. Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Asian Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 
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Dear Mr. Kaul, 


* 1 ^ 


^M\ u 


+ *2 

y fr* 

With reference to your telegrams Nos. 28407 
of May 22nd, 1956 and 2&09 of May 24th, 1956 to the 
Ambassador, I am desired to enclose herewith a oopy^MwuT) 
of letter No. ^PS/66/NEC dated the 29th May, 1956, 
from the Chairman of the Enquiry Commission to the 
Ambassador, for your further action. 

/ y* 

</ Also forwarded are my letters of the 25th ana 
26th May, 1956, referred to in the letter from the 
Chairman of the Commission. These letters were based 
on your two telegrams cited above. On his return from 
tour the Ambassador wanted some amendment to be made 
to my first letter of May 25th. The amendment was 
accordingly made vide my letter of May 28tlff 1956, of 
which also a copy is forwarded herewith. Although the 
members of the Commission were shown your telegrams 
it was not considered desirable to hand over th* full 
texts of the two telegrams to the Commission. 


We are approaching the Gaimusho to secure 
certified copies of entries in the hospital registers 
through the Japanese Ambassador to Formosa and the 
result will be communicated to you in due course. 


• r 

j ' lours sincerely, 


( A.K.Dar ) 


Shri T.N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 



0 


i J 


THE GAIMUSHO 







Dear Mr. Dar, 




June 14, 1956 

■c 



VJith reference to your letter No. F.5fl)-HG0-1 of Way 30, 
1956, requesting for copies of the entries relating to the treat- 
ment etc. of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, I wish to inform you that 
the following reply was made by the Chief of Operation Section, 
Repatriation and Relief Bureau, Ministry of Welfare^ to our 
enquiry on this matter: 


1 9sSr 


"In spite of the thorough investigations made on the 
files of Doctor ! s Reports, Karte and Death Certificates, 
which had been transfered from the former Taipeh Ariqy Hospital 
to this Bureau for custody, no record on Mr. Subhas Chandra 
Bose as required in the official note from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs could be found out. 11 

I wish to add that the matter was referred to the Embassy 
of Japan in Taipeh also for further investigation. 

Sincerely yours, 



Hisaji Hattori 
Chief of 4th Secti 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr . A . K . Dar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 
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INCOMING 

••T ?■ 

TELEGRAM: SECRET. 

FROM: FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 

TO: INDEMBASSY, TOKYO. 



D.T.O. JUL 031600. 
1J.T.R. JUL 040930* 


IMMEDIATE. [ ^ 

No«28424 , -\v y v 

For Ambassador. y V 

Reference our telegram No. 28407 
of 22nd May. As Enquiry Committee is about to 
conclude its report grateful if you would kindly/ 
enquire from Japanese Government whether they have 
received any report from their Ambassador in 
Formosa regarding hospital entries and other 
records concerning Netaji. 





<k 


ft 


July 4, 1966 



l%\) 



f 


No. F.5(1)NQ0 


Dear Mr. Hattori, 




A 


y \ 

Please refer to my letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


May 30th, 1966, and your Interim reply of June the 




14th, 1956, regarding the securing of copies of the 


hospital and crematorium records relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The Netajl Enquiry Commission Is 
most anxious to have the final reply of your Embassy 
at Talpeh. I would accordingly be grateful for urgent 


advice whether it has been possible for your Embassy 
to locate the required records and If authenticated 
copies thereof could be supplied for the Nstajl Enquiry 
Commission and if not, advlee of the present status of 
this matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


*0 


Mr. H. Hattorl, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo. 


A 


, | 



TO I INDEMBASSY, TOKYO. 


D.T.O. JDL. 12 NIL. 
D.T.R, JUL. 130930* 


IMMEDIATE. 


No.4652 


DAR. 


MAITRA HBTAJI Enquiry Conmittee to 


F»v 

P «wr our report obliged if four 
copies each post card size photograph fallowing 
gentlemen obtained and sent earliest. 


1. T. HACHIYA 370 Merounouchi Building, 

2. Reverend MOCHIZUKI » Renkoj i Temple and 


3. Lt. Col. T. SAKAI address known to 
Caimusho. 




Ambassador 

rs 



t 


Ho. F. 5(1)100-1 



Dear Mr. Ivama, 


July 16, 1966 


In eonf lrnatlon of my telephonic request 


of the 14th July, 1956, this ia to advise that the 
Hetajl Inquiry Committee has asked for six post-card 
size photographs of the following persons who had 
given evidence before the Enquiry Committee s- 


1. Mr. T. Hachiya, formerly Minister of 
Japan to the Asad Hind Government. 

2. Former Lt.Col. T. Sakai of Army 
Headquarters Burma. 

3. Rev. Mochltakl, Chief Priest of the 
Renkojl Temple. 

It seems that the Enquiry Committee did 


not secure the photographs of those gentlemen initially 
and the Committee is most anxious to have them now. 

I would ha accordingly be grateful for your good 
offices in kindly arranging for these photographs 
and having them sent to this Embassy along with the 
bill of cost. 


fours sincerely, *v 



Mr. T. Ivama, 

Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 


PV -i?' 


THE GAIMUSHO 
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July 24, 1956 


Dear It. Dar, 


>'V' V 


9 r‘ 


With reference to your letter No. F.5(l)EG0-I of 
July 16, 1956, addressed to Mr. Iwama, I enclose herewith 
six copies each of photographs of Messrs. Hachiya, Sakai 
and Mochizuki. 

Yours sincerely, 


Hisaji Hatt 
Chief op^in Section 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 




Mr. A. K. Dar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


N.B. Bill of cost c.laimed by Mr. S. Matsuda of this Section 
is attsched herewith enclosed. 


-^*3 'f^Ge^bl ; So Kv • 
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Bo. F.5(1)NQ0-I 


July 24, 1956 


My dear Mr. Meltra 


y t 


With reference to your telegram Bo. 4652 


of July 12th, 1956, I am sending herewith by air mall 
three photographs each of Mr. Hachlya, Her. Mochlsukl 
and Col. T. Sakai which were received through the 
Galmusho only this afternoon. To allpw for any 
losses occurring In the postal system three additional 
copies of each will be sent by the next bag to Delhi. 


With kindest regards, 


Tours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Shrl S.N. Maltra, ICS, 
Secretary, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 
New Delhi. 


Ends i 


f 


Ho. F.5(1)HOO-I 


July 26, 1966 



Ny dear 


I enclose herewith letter dated the 11th 
July, 1956, from Mr. Sankaysu Kobayashl in original 
in the Japanese language. Alsq^attached is an 
English translation of the letter which has been 
■ade at the Embassy. After going through the letter 
I feel that Mr. Kobayashi is completely confused 
and is mixing up Rashbeharl Bose with Subhas Chandra 
Bose as it was Rashbeharl Bose who had married into 
the Soma family in Japan. 

2. I would suggest that if you agree the 

disability certificate in Japanese marked "A" In red 
pencil night be returned to Mr. Kobayashi as It 
would perhaps be useful to hia. 


With kindest regards, 


Tours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Shri Shahnawas Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Railways, 

New Delhi. 


Ends* 


\ 


/o'. real Mr. Bose. 

f - : C\ • *’■ : “ i | 

A newspaper played up the Information furnish by me 
?;•; ' i jjf 

surrounding the deat^i of Mr. Bose. I told many newsmen and fprmer 
# f , ( ' lyeK 

.^soldiers who came $o ask me about* matter that t did not write you 



• - 


.V 

anything which mi^ht, be against the Interests of Japanese nation. 

As po the dewel'lii in question, putting all accounts together, 

"" 

it seems they /were /(full of a bag lOx 8x5 inches instead of one 

/ y • •#: 
oil can, I heard/ that his plane arrived at Talhoku Aerodrome, from 

A* f > (’(A 

Berma via* Bahgkak andi Saigon. It is reported that the jawels were 

m \ ; t / ',.iv ■ ■ •• 

by him secretly at that time. I know all the names fit per- 
sons who were there/, to meet him as well as his co« passengers in the 
fighter plane heading for Japan. No sooner the plane flew up 

. '*• L ■ ' •- ' 

several hundred meters than it'csashed on the ground* , I presume 

^ _ . * • • 

his adjutant Mr./ Brahman did not suffer serious injuries* 

I heard something artificial had heen hidden in the plane. 

• . :j 

There is a rumour fhat the jewels were handed over by a certain 

/ ;.) _ ... 

person, whose name is clearly known, to members of the General 




-■< • : •: 


I. 


;i me* 




brought 


• : . 




r 





'jt, I ‘ r \A 
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Staff Office, £hey were sent to Tokyo. In Miyagl Prefecture, 



I ' - me saying "Mr, Kobayashi may be making a living by sellihg the 

V . r' - • t . ' ” * *>• ♦. -CiV 


V» . 


- -»< i * 

i* ' m 

r r * ’ . r 

- • i , ■ 
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I. . * 
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jewels- in question wfilch he divided with his old friends." 

I have got my wife ;and two boys of 9 and 14 years of age respective-- 

’ - ■ " % t l < ’ • ; • • ' ' ' 

ly. 81nce I was Injured at my right hand, I am receiving llveli- 

* 

hood guarantee money for the disabled. I hope you will understand 
that I am really disabled from the enclosed n Certificate for the 

disabled persons." It j was my opelnion that the military oar was 

~»**^**^. \ 

%- * > • 

sent to Sendai on the ground that the city was Mr. Ai z0 8oma’s ££'"’‘4. 

i S’** '* ' * * 

►- * • » -•] " 

native place. People say that the jewels kept ip^the safe of Miyagl 
*• . / 

Prefecture! Government have been removed by American soldlera.Major 




? 


who is imprisoned in the United States now. 


■i 


/ 


’A. 




A 
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' • ' ■ • ■ • 1 , y?) 

I shall he grate ful for yoor kind reply to my following 



l 




questions; 

-.y* Vh l. Is Mr £handra Bose for whom I served as a guide 
real one? V / ... 

i' ■■ 

2. Or, did he never visit Japan and was he killed of an 

' - * 4 • ♦ • 

0 

explosion at the Matsuyama aerodrome? 

/■ . ; 

As for me, ,1- feel, like dreaming. His funeral service was held by 

<■ v 

the Imperial Headquarters and the highest rank was given by a temple j 


of Hiehlreh sect at Koenjl to the departed soul. 

I shall geve you more information at your request. 

• • ' • , ■ i 


A 

11 th July, 1956 / 

y / 


/ / 
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Faithfully yours, 


SAMKAYSU K OBAYASHI 


r 
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Translation of a newspaper cutting (name of paper not known) 

PERSON KILLED IN PLANE CRASH WAS SUBSTITUTE 

According to Mr- Sankatsu Kobayashl Who served for 
Mr. Chandra Bose as his guide, rt r. Bose married a daughter 
of the owner of Nakamuraya Bakery at Shlnjuku, Tokyo, having * 
two children at the time of his death. During the war, there 
was a rumour that Mr. Bose was living In Niigata Prefecture, 
but Mr. Bose had been substituted by one named U Nu according 
to Mr. Kobayashl'. The ashes of Mr. Bose who was killed in a 
plane accident at the Taihoku Aerodrome was sent to the Imperial 

* * • a f, 

Headquarters and buried In a grave at the Renkojl Temple by 
the members of the India Independence League. However, Mr. 
Kobayashl says that It was not Mr. Bose who was killed in the 
plane accident because he proceeded to Burma with his two 
children and died there under the pressure of the authorities. 
Mr. Kobayashl wanted to visit the Netaji Inquiry Committee but 
he wrote to them as he was very busy, and received a letter of 
thanks from the committee. 4»: v- 

-jti , <k • ■ 

Mr Kobayashl says:- 

* "I served for Mr. Bose at the request of Mr. Bamboku Ohno’s 
younger brother, I heard something about the disposal of the 
fund for Indian Independence and jewels, but I do not know £he 
details. Since Mr. Bose's life was in danger, they made three. 
"Bose", and the real Mr. Bose had been staying in>okyo. 

I have got an information that he died in Burma after the last 

• * /y 

•s** v 

was, net in Taihoku of Formosa. 






. CERTIFICATE FOR REDUCTION OF PASSENQER'8 
Y M FARE8 FOR DISABLED PERS0N8. 


tf'rom 


station to 


(Good for only one person) 
station 

Address! 42, Maino )fpponsugi Ochiai, Yamato-cho 

'l Kurokawa-gun, 

Name* Sankataa Kobayashl. 

+ , ' 

^ -'i-, Class A 

Rate of reduction! 


' W 41 

2; 


, • • 

A . v. V * 


V •*: 


3rd class. ,5056 reduction. 

'Issued on the 31st January, 1956 

Sd/ 


* V- 
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(Kenzo Fukushi) 

Chief, + 

Miyagi Kurokava Branch 
Miyagl Prefecturll Govt, 


.vU 
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No. F.5U)NG0-I 


July 25, 1956 


Dear Mr. Kaul 



With reference to your telegram No. 28424 
of July 3rd, 1956, I^enclose herewith a self-explanatory 
letter dated the 24t'h July, 1956, together with its 
enclosures as received today from the Gaimusho official 
incharge of Indian Affairs. Mention in this letter f 
of Mr. Dar's letter relates to my original request 
to the Gaimusho for supplying the material that had 
been asked by you. 

2. The Gaimusho have mentioned verbally in 

addition that they have been unable to trace any 
further records whether in their custody or in 
Formosa. 


With kindest regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Shri T.N, Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 


Ends 


THE GAIMUSHO 







July 24, 1956 


Dear Mr. Dar, 

With reference to your letter No. 
of May 30th, 1956, and my letter dated June 14th, 

1956, I wish to inform you that the following 
reply has been received from Mr. K. Horluchl, 

Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 
on this matter: 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned In Mr. Dar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei In spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which Is heldby the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office, could be obtained. 

The document mentions the name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI 
as the applicant. Since the death of Mr. 

Suhhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, It Is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO OKURA must correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wish to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation In English. 


Yours sincerely, 



F.5(1)NG0-I 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattori 

Chief of 4th Section 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. A.K.Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 


No. Name of 
Disease 


Date of Death Place of Burial Occupation Sex 

Date of Permission & Cremation. 

Date of Cremation 


Permanent Name of 
Domicile Deceased 
Present 
address. 


Date of Applicant 
Birth 

. Address Name 

/• 


2640 


2641 Heart 
Attack 


Aug. 19, 1945 
Aug. 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 


Municipal Non-regular 
Crematory staff mem- 
-*ber of Army 
Forces. 


Male No.l,2-Chome , Ichiro April 9, Unit Taneyosh 

Dogenzaka, dkura 1900. No. 21123 Yoshimi 
Shibuya-ky , 

Tokyo. 

No.2,3-chome, 

Nogi-machi 
Taipei City 


Examined and authenticated by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEAL. 


Sd/- Yasutoru Askhina 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Archives Section). 



It is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 
is correct and true. 

July 14, 1956. 

Bureau of Health & Hygiene, 

Taipei Municipal Office. (Sealed; 
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Ho. F.5(1)HG0-I 


July 25, 1956 


Dear Hr. Hattori 



the receipt of your letter dated the 24th July, 
1956, the contents thereof have been forwarded 
to India. 


lours sincerely, 


* 




( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. H. Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo. 


1 


t I 


H 


/ 


1 


i 



8.H. Maitra, I.C.S 


(1M 


D.O. No. PS/56/NBC. 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI. 

Dated the 4th August 1956# 


vr* 


My dear Dar, 


y 



Many thanks for your D.O. letter of 24th July 1956 enclosing 

r 

photographs of Mr* Hachiys as well as of Rev. Mochizuki and Col. T. Sakai, 
The photographs (by Air Mail) came just in time for incorporating in 
our report. You will be jl?d to kno’f that the report 'fas handed over 
to the Prime Minister yesterday. It has been signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan 


I 


and myself. 


With best regards, 


Yours sincerely, 

7 

MAITRA) 

V* 

Sbri A.K. Dar* 

First Secretar,yp 
Embassy of India, 

Tokyo. 




rri 

5741 JS(E) \}^ 

MINISTRY OF "EXTERNAL AFFAIRS* 


No.f 


NEW DELHI. 



My dear Dar, 

y This is to acknowledge, with thanks, 

8^*2^ i- the receipt of your D.O. letter No.F.5(l)NGO-I 

^ ,i**r 


f 


isw- 


dated 25th July 1956 and its enclosures. 

Yours sincerely, 



Shn A.K. Dar, I«F«S«, 
First Secretary, 

Embassy of India in Japan, 

ILKXJ2. 










\\^ 


MINISTRY OP EXTERN/ 


( q t\ ) NEW DElitf I'#™* 

. / l*' l* *\ 

0.0. N*^is/ywffc *th Septeaber?WH957 , r A 

Njr dear Jki, ^ Stel!L*tY 

I oaeleso (tr jmi lifomtiM e»pj 
•f ■ represeat atlea dated 1st July* W57, 
addressed te the Prise Niaiater by the 
Priest ef the Baakeji Teaple regardlag the 
ashes ef the late Sabhash Chaadra Bose* 


2. I shall be grateful if yea will be 
so good as to ackaowledge tho Priest's 
letter end lot us hare your couaeats eery 
early aboat the setter. ds you are a*are« 
the Prise Miaister is likely to rlsit tho 
tesiple dariag hie toar to Japaa* 



X 



July 1, 1957 
130 ( 2-ehome, Ko«aJ| a 
Sugiaaml-ka, Tokyo 
Japan, 



His Excellency, 

Dr. Panjit JaHghiT Lai Nehru, 

The Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi, Indio. 

Dear Sir* 

As I stated in ay letter dated November 25, 1953* I am keeping the 
ashes of Netaji Sbath Chandra Bose singlehanded with a religionist's fin 
belief in so doing. During the past 13 years, I have overcome variana 
difficulties to safeguard the ashes and never forgot dae services to rest 
the seal of Netaji. 

As a result of investigations wade by a mission which was dispatched 
here by your government ia 1966 to inquire into the death of the late 
Chandra Bose, the problem of Nojaji's ashes safely kept ia my temple has 
came to attract much public attention both here and abroad, and this made 
me more prudent is the safe-keeping and protection of the ashes. Considering 
the importance of the problem, I am firmly resolved to protect the ashes 
against any developments to maintain the dignity of Netaji 'a soul and to 
safeguard his ashes* 

Ia January, 1954, a nan you appointed cane to my temple and read 
your letter to me. At that tine, I expressed my desire te get the 
contribution of a sublime box to contain the ashes. He promised me to 
transmit it te you, but I am sorry te say that it has not yet been realiaejl 



Now, I hope you will allow me te inform you the folic 
points, on which if you kindly let me know your intentions, 1 
greatly obliged. 

C) 

1. August 18 of this year is tha 13th anniversary of Netaji's death. 
Since it is the most important event for ay temple, I am planning te hold 
a solemn memorial service with the support of the Japaoese Foreign Office 
Indian Bnbassy in Japan, Tokyo Metropolitan Government and various ether 
organisations concerned te nnrk the occasion with great significance, 

2. If you do not mind, I would like to ask you whether your govnramei 
has decided any measures for the maintenance of the dignity and the saf« 

keeping as well as for the return te India of Netaji' a ashes, 

3. At the news of your visit to Japan, the JePaMse people are leekil 
forward te the day with Joy. It is easily supposed that you will be very 1 
busy with official arrangements when you visit Jnpaa, but I sincerely 

hope as a religionist that you will visit my temple as a part of year 
official itinerary, or if impossible, unofficially te console the sonl 
of Netqji. 

I have the honour to pray that yoa will be in good health as ever<> 

Yours very truly, 

Sd. Kyeei Mechisuki 
Priest of Keakoji Temple 


\ 



\\W1 


0*0* No. 


September 20§ 1967 


My dear Aaharya, 



Please refer to your letter No* 25/^UQO 
of 9th September f 1967* 

2* As regards point 1 of Rev* Moohlsuki's 

letter to the *rlso Minister) this Embassy was represented 
at the ceremonial service held on the 18th August* 

1 myself could not attend but the First Seoretaryy the 
Press Attache and the Military Attache were present 
cm the occasion* Later the Prime Minister's decision 
to visit the temple on Sunday the 13th October disposes 
of point 3 of Rev* Itochlzuki's letter* As regards point 

2 the position is that Miss* Lelloaani Naldu wrote to us 
in her letter No* D,6219-HQO/B3 of 4th December) 1963) 
that Rev* Moohlsukl should be informed that at a proper 
time Retail's ashes will be sent for and appropriately 
kept In India* Since then the Prime Minister in answer 
to a question in the Lok Sabha on 29th September) 1955* 
said that no steps should ba taken without the approval 
of the family of Retail flubhas Chandra Bose* Wo do not 
know if there have been any further developments In 
this connection* It is for our Government to deolde v 
whether they would ask for the ashes to be sent to India 
and the manner in Which Retail's ashes should be preserved 
or consecrated* 

3* I presume it is your intention that you should 

yourself reply to Rev* Mochizukl'e letter* 


lours sincerely) 




( C* 3* Jha ) 


Shrl B*K* Aoharya) 

Joint Secretary) 

Ministry of External Affairs) 






My dear Ambassador, 

Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No.F.5(l) 
NGO-I of the 20th September addressed to 
Shri Acharya, regarding the ashes of Netaji. 

The controversy in regard to the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose has not yet ended at least 
so far as some members of his family are 
concerned* The Prime Minister, therefore, 
decided on receipt of the Netaji Enquiry 
Committee's report that no attempt should yet 
be made to bring the ashes back to ln^li&. The 
present arrangement should continue*^/ It irill 
be expedient if perhaps you would suitably 
inform Kev. Mochizuki with reference to his 
letter to the Prime Minister. 



Vi At 


\Cva-jA ^ ourg .incoroly, 

W\oju' 

(j. |s. ME yi) 


Shri C. S . Jha, l.C.S. , 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO. 


A 


• f * ** * 
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November 8, 1967 


Rev, Kyoel Mochizuki, 

Priest of Renkoji Temple, 

130 t 2-chome, Koenji, 

Suginaml-ku, TOKYO . 

Dear Sir, 

On 1st July you wrote to His Excellency the 
Prime Minister of India asking him whether he had decided 
any measures for the maintenance of the dignity and. 
the safe-keeping as veil as for the return to India 
of Netajl's ashes. Since then Pandit Nehru has himself 
been to your temple and has seen the ashes kept by you 
there* Impressed by the arrangements made by you fipr 
the safe-keeping of these ashes, he feels that for the 
present they should continue in your temple* I trust 
this arrangement will be acceptable to you* 


Yours faithfully. 



( C.S.Jha ) 
Ambassador of India 



dated 22nd November, 1957 addressed by Mr. Chisema 
Nishimura to the Prime Minister. 


' K ' ^ 

t' 


Five copies of the Netaji Inquiry Committee 
Report are sent herewith. One of these may kindly 
be sent to Mr. Nishimura aith the remark that 
the Government of India have no objection to his 
quoting portions of the report in his articles. 



Embassy of India in 
Japan, 

Tokyo. 


J 


» 


(COPY) 


HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINSTER 
DR. PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU JI. 


Dear Sir, 


YAMAT O-KYOKU-KUNAI 
KANAGAWA-KEN- JAPAN . 

NOVEMBER 22,195$. 



/continue pre- 


I have the honour to inform you that 
as the adviser of Remkaji temple, I read the letter 
addressed to Rev Mochizki which had been written at 
your request by His Excellency Ambassador Jhar. 

Asked by Rev Mochizuki^ of my opinion as to your 
proposal about pres^ering Netaji Base's ashes safely 
further, I instantly told him that I agreed^with you 
about it. The*he agteed, too. I am sure will 4 - 
serving Netaji's till the day when they are returned home at your 
ashes safely request. In a few days Rev Mochizuki will post his 

letter to you, together with seven memorial photographs 
taken on October, 13. 

By the way, I have a great favour to ask 
of you. The other day I read through the 
pamphlet entitled "Netaji Inquiry Committee Report" 
which had been published by Government of India in 
1956. Rankoji temple was presented it by Indian 
Embassy. I as well as Rev. Mochizuki should like to 
let its contents know to Japanese people, as some of 
them misunderstand about Netaji's death and his 
ashes* 

I would like you to let me know if 
you will kindly allow me quoting some contents of 
the Report when I write an article about it. I 
• think just friendship between India and Japan will 

be produced on making both peoples' misunderstangs 
die down at the^very beginning. 

I wish yoi^good luck and health. 

Hoping to see you&gain some day in 

future if possible. 


1 . 




4 

:-v- 



Yours 




Sd/- 


T * 





Ho. F,6(l)NG0-I 


December 13, 1067 

# 


To 


Hr. Chlsema Niahiroura, 
Yomato Kyoku-kunai, 
Konagawa-Ken. 



Dear Sir, 



I on directed to acknowledge receipt 


of your letter of 22nd November, 1957, to t he 
Prime Minister of India. 

2. As desired by you in your lettor 

I am to enclose herewith one oopy of the Netaji 
Enquiry Committee's report and to inrorm you 
that the Government of India hove no objection 
to your quoting portions of this publication 
in your article. 


Yours faithfully, 


( O.J.Mallk ) 
First Secretary 


Enel i 



FOREIGN SECRETARY 


i 


j 

f 



\v* 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 

IV 0 ) 

V. November 20, 1957 

U«5\ 

! 1 

My dear Jha, 

Prime Minister tells me that before he left 
Japan he heard that Amiya Bose, son of the late 
Sarat Chandra Bose, had reached Tokyo. Prime Minister 
would like to know what Shri Amiya Bose did in Tokyo. 
Did he pay any visit to the Renkoji Temple and did 
he call at the Embassy at all? 

2. I also send herewith a copy of a letter which 

the Prime Minister has received from the priest of 
the Renkoji Temple. 


No. FS/ / 60^ 


Yours sincerely, 

- 




(s. Dutt) 

Shri C.S. Jha, 

Ambassador of India, 

Tokyo (JAPAN) 


» 


I 



Shar Movaz Khan, 

Chairman of the Hetaji Investigation Comittee 
St c/o The Embassy of India in Japan. 



A ' '-fyz 


Fromf^- Sankatsu Eobayashl 
* Ho. 42, Maino Ipponsugi, Ochiai 
Yamato -cho,.Eurokawa-gun, 
Miyagl-Een. 


i <vr 


L* •<* 


■*< 


Dear Sir; 


y 






Thank you -very, much for your letter of 25 May 1956. 


•V v 'v3 

■ . 

* • • ’ aJS 




Since I am 65 years of age, * have .forgotten most of the things 

• ••‘WSSI 

happend in those days, but * write to you again as below whatever 


I have recollected: 




r* • i* 


. 


vcw 


From newspapers and magazines, 1 had understood that 


VVvV 


Mahatma Gandhi conducted non-violence movement against the British 

* iw- 

while great poet Tagore quietly strived for Independence through 

i 

his poems and that Indian nation were united in patriorlsm -enduring 

all the' difficulties with a beam of hope in their mind. 

^ I * M * ■ ‘ * • - * ’ ’ , 

* I first met him secretly to be his guide, at the instruction 

of Mr. Ohno, at ^hinjuku station in 1933 if I remember it correctly 
# 

and parted from him at Eoenjl station after a pretty long time. 

His secret-house might have been located at 3rchome, Koenji, Tokyo 

and we met each other at certain places as he came like a wind. If 

u A . ! 4' -*tv :ii Jf 

I was often asked by military policemen#- who he was and I had to 

- ' * . * • . 'I fe ffim i 

move my car to other places to meet him. Once, he visited a 

is . J ' /’f 

western style house at Yoyogi parade ground and came back after 

* * * V. 

came out looking a little nervous after half an hour. I thought . 

\ - /> , 

he met Mr. Seigo Hakano then. On the other hand, he looked very 

4 m r ' ,iij 

cheerful after he visited Mr. Mijsuru Tohyama at Tokiwamatsu in j 


1 O' 


Shlbuya. 

As I wrote to you in my previous letter, he married a daugh 
of Mr Aizo Soma and Mrs, Eokko Soma who were running a fruit sho 
• at Shlnjuku. Mr. Soma is of Sendai origin but his house is not 
in the city at present. There were many Mr. Bose at that time 
They Include Mr. Chnaselor Bose, ^hibashi Chandra Bose and Subas 
Chandra Bose (spoiled Phonetically), and I did not know who was tl 







(copy) 


n 


103, 2-chome 
Koenji , Suginami-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 
November 22 , ? 1957 


His Ecellency Prime Minister 
Pandit Javaharlal Nehru. 


Dear Sir, 

I have no adequate words to express my thanks for your 
having visited the Renkoji Temple on October 13* It was regrettable 
to me that as you were busy I could not have time enough to talk 
with you. 

Netaji Bose's soul, 1 suppose, muBt have been content 
really with your visit. Enclosed here you will find the photographs 
taken on that day. 

On November 8, I received a letter from His Excellency 
Ambassador Jha, telling that you had asked me to agree to preserving 
Netaji Bose's ashes safely further heneafter. Of course, I agree 
with you of this matter. But I feel Netaji' s soul is anxious to 
return to his fatherland as soon as possible. 

By the way, I should like to tell you that I was at 
Haneda Airport to see you off when you were about to leave Japan. 
Fraying that you would reach your country safe, I saw you off 
at the general people's seats. I regret deeply I could not tell 
you good-by directly. 

I close this letter, believing I shall be able to have 
a chance to see you again in future. 

I wish you good luck and health. 


Yours very truly 


Sd/ 

Kyoei Mochizuki 
The priest of the 
Renkoji Temple. 
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Ky dear Datt* 


i%JS5 


•*v 
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Will you kindly refer to your 0*0* letter No«F8/l008 
dated November 26, 1967? Amlya Bose was in Japan for about i 
month* Be appears to have arrived Just a few days before 
the Prime Minister's visit and left on the 80th Ootober* Z oi 
to learn that he was here a few days before he left* Be 
our Military Attache and a day before he va3 due to leave hi 

called on me* 

' % 

2* Amlya Bose told me that he had come to Japan to eoll 
original material in connection with Netaji Subhas Bose'a 
biography which he was writing* During his stay he had oonti 
various people with a view to find out Netaji 's contacts and 
activities in Japan* He had tried to get hold of any letters-’ 
written by him to various people or other documents oonoernl 
him* Be said that he had found a great regard for Netaji T 
Japan (which is true) and several people had promised to 
furnish him material* He also said that the house in which 
Netaji Subhas Bose lived in Calcutta had been converted into 
an international cultural centre which it was also Intended tl 
be used as a repository of things associated with Netaji* He 
was , however , rather woolly and vague about this • When asked ] 
me about the precise nature of the activities of this Centre 1 
added that it would be a sort of counterpart of the Indian 
Council of World Affairs* 

3* Amlya Bose did not say that he had come to find out ( 
the truth about Netaji 's death but when I asked him whether 
he had any views on that controversial subject he merely said 
that there were circumstances indicating that Netaji had bei 
preparing to leave for Russia* He could not say whether' Nal 
was alive or dead but he had no hesitation in saying thatlhe 
Enquiry Committee had not done its job properly and that tho 
Government of India should have appointed a Committee of. 
persons of higher calibre* 

4* A few days before his departure he was entertained to 
lunch by an official of the Gaimusho (Mr* Miyake who used te^l 
Counsellor in India) at which our Military Attache was aloof” 


bt*. , "■■•'yf * hey w i 8 ^ e<1 *° find out what he had been doing* it is .th«i 
usual practice here for some officers of the Gaimusho to ai 
visiting Indians, even if they are notparticularljSiatJ _ 
to a meal if they have been commanded by their Embassy or 


Consuls General in India* 


mgm 




dm 


Vv 
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We have no Information abont Amiya Bose having 
indulged here In any undesirable activities or express ions, 
of opinion adverse to the Government of India or to Its-: 
policies* X attach for your Information a copy of an 
Item on him In the Japan Tima a 

As far as we have been able to ascertain 1 Amlya lo 
did not visit the Renkoji Temple* 

with kind regards | 

» 

Yours slncerelyi 

■f : ■ . * 3 

(C*8* JIU) 

8hrl 8* Dutt, I.C.8. ) 

Foreign Secretary t 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

Hew Delhi 


Enolil 
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THE JAPAN TIKES OCT. 17 th. 1957 


OCT. 1 7. 1957 

BOjSE'S NEPHEW HERE* TO COHECT DATA ON LEADER'S ^ACTIVITIES 
The nephew of the celebrated ^ndian leader, Sbhas v handra 
Bose, is now in Japan on a three-we»^ visit to collect material 

V 

bearing on his uncled activities in Japan. 

B 

Azniya Nath ose, secretary of the Sarat $os« Academy in * 

' • \ * * r 

Calcutta, also desires to establish contacts in Japan for the 

academy, a resereh institute on national and intemat5.onal 
\ 

affairs. 

Bose said he will welcome any information and help from persons 
here who had contacts with his uncle during the war. 

The tall,, well-built Indian scholar who bears a striking 

resenblance to his untie said that the "Netaji's 11 house in 

# 

Calcutta would be preserved intact to perpetuate the memory 
% 

of the popular Indian freedom fighter, who is believed to have 
died in a plane cash in Taipei on Ids w y to *Japan shortly 

i 

after the end of the Pacific W r. 

7 » 

\ 

He said that plans are afoot to build an international 

\ 

hall and a guest house in the spacious compounds of the ^ose 

. < 1 — ' 

home. These will be constructed with contributions from Asian 

t 

countries n so that they can function as an Asian centr^for 
studies on international affairs with special emphasis on 
Asian problems! 1 

He said the regies of Bos^ are still cherished by many 
Indians so much so that 100,000 persons attended the memorial 
services held recently in Calcutta. 


■■ 
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He added that Calcutta remains the most important cultural - 

> m&e * - v ** 

center of India. 

. . : . . . ;W 



. Boee it scheduled to spend the weekend in Kansa* and, 

. 

resume his activities in Tokyo early neat' yea week. He is' 

/ ' • ' • •* 

’ due to leave for Calcutta Oct. 29. ' i ^ 
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( ™nistry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


December 12, 1957* 




Thank yoti for your % 

letter No.F.5(b)NG0-I of 
December 10 regarding Ami ya 
Bose's activities in Japan* 


Yours sincerely, 


X 

(S. Dutt) 


Shri C.S . Jha, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo* 


m 
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To Mr. & . J. M$!iK . 




F»>-*i Snetctcrry _ 

£j*t fcifSSy &P Tffdr'& if! S&J&n • 

'P&zrr sir, \^T\ 


Y&frfxio Pyo Ku &ir&! 


K^T/rOC &zcuZC-fcei4 : 

V*c*U*r /< 
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J ^rcK.’nowiecfjge 'J r <ze<?ij>b oP ^ out T&ttout 

/)ece^A / 3 **/ omc c-fy °f **e "tfajt 


Tfc 3 tlity y&poyi . 


V£3 a tty ^-*j m m f ~v> /• *- ! — ' " ‘ w 

^ JT Jf'srve 7U3 'SrJ^^u^Te. cuatas £> cyj>hcss 
»fy 'tlt'&nfcs Tt iT 
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>^X rttZT PfZ* T*r cn^rr, . J 

/ J sltoa/cj J>e wuajf jple&scxT ii ^ i 

uoutt Oonvey nry h<=j?*taT 

te H is E^Qeffeuciy Fit tue. r^inisteh °T 1U . 

X wish you g<m<T /uck^, ^snJ Jfc'tr/’tlt . 


Y&uts Ttuly' 
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I enclose i*« flot^fU LieHth 
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Sir, 

Please let us congratulate for your health. 

We understand that an association named Subha s Chandra 
Bose Academy will be formed in Calcutta on. the 23rd of 
January, Netaji’s birthday. 

In this connection, we should like to hold a mee 
of persons who had deep relation with the deceased in 
and to seek your esteemed advice for forming a similar 
association here and thereby promote friendly relation 
between India and Japan. 

We know you are very busy but sincerely hope y 
will kindly honour us with your presence. 

Sincerely yours, 

Caretakers 

1 

Shohzo Kawabe 
Takeo Iwakiiro 
Chu Katakura 1 
Kikuko ttoKiat Emori 


Time: Noon, 

January 23, 1958 (Thur.) 

Place: Tohtoh Tei, Hibiya. 


His Excellency Mr. C.S. Jha, 
and Mrs. Jha. 


K »K • 

Reev’d 22.1.58. 
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F.5(1)NG0-I. 


25th August, 1958. 




H ’I 



t »*f 

itr Am T Acharya, 



Please refer to the eorreppondanoe resting with Rauf** latter 
Ho* F*5(1)BQ0»2 of 5th December, 1952* about Subhas Bose's treasure* 

2* Recently a Japanese gentleman named Kelso Takel mow employed 
by the MLyoehl 0 bead cal Co. Ltd* whose office Is at 8* l-cht»e, 
Tamachi* Kanda* Chiyoda-ku Tokyo has been coning to the Robe ray* 

Be claims that he has knowledge of the whereabouts of fubhas Boss* a 
treasure which he can identify because he hlmeelf did liaison work 
with the IRA during the war having* lata* alia. trained Indian cadets 


3* According to him the principal item of Jewellery la an oriental 
emerald weighing 10*400 carats* There are also star sapphires* white 
diamonds end other valuables* These valuables are allegedly deposited 
in the Mitsui Bank by the present holder* e Mr* Taj las. Mr* Takel 
offers to use his efforts to try to determine if the articles belonged 
to Subhes Chandra Bees end to persuade the present bolder that his 
possession of these valuables is Illegal and ha should trims far than 
to the tabassy* Hr* Takel request* our cooperation and does not 
ask for any remuneration* 

4* Personally we find it difficult to aooept Mr* Takel *s story* 

It weens Incredible that an am raid of 18*400 carats should exist at 
all end* if it exists* should not be an objeot of Interest to all 
oolleotors. atuseuns and Jewellers la the world. Similarly it is 
unlikely that Mr* Takel performed liaison duties with the IRA because 
he speaks no language other than Japanese* Bowever* as h# is very 
insistent and has left a written stat T#*nt in Japanese with us ws 
fesl that we should mention the natter to you in view of the interest 
which tbs Prims Minister himself took la this subjeet in 1951* At 
that time* X understand* tha matter was dropped beeause it was 
considered that tha publicity vhloh right a'lsa from any investigation 
would not bo worth tha value of the property likely to he salvaged* 

Bow that we ere offered some speelflo details* 1 wonder if you would 
like us to pursue it* and lndloste how wa should proossd* Z might 
add that as tha information furnished to us by Mb. Takel concerns a 
Japanese national and s Japanese Bank* any enquiries except through 
Hi* agencies of the Japanese Government may he extremely difficult* 


lours sincerely* 



( C*S* Jba ) 








"i 





i. 


Sbri B*K. Aeherya* 

Joint Secretary* 

Ministry of External Affairs* 
HBf DELHI. 
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CRET 


D.O. No: 25(4)NGO. 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 


The 13th fV.toher, 







My dear Jha; 

I regret I have not been able to reply earlier to 
your letter Mo: F.BdJ’TJO-l , dated the 25th August regarding 
Shri Subhas Hose's treasure. 

2. On his return from Tapan, however, I have consulted 
Foreign Secretary who is of the view that the best course 
will be for you to take up the natter with the Japanese 
Foreign Office. Y »u night transmit to them the information 
which has reached the Embassy and ask the Foreign Office 
for their advice as to how best the matter could be pursued* 

It should be made clear to the Foreign Office that the 
Government <>f India have no intention of entering upon any 
protracted civil proceedings in this matter. You may, however, 
refnr to the high esteem and veneration in which the memory 
of the late Shri H^se is hold in India and add that, apart 
from the sentimental value to India of anything connected 
with him, it will only be in keeping with the late Shri Bose's 
struggle for giving a better deal to the poor people of 
his country to let any treasure left by him be utilised 
for some humanitarian purpose. 

'71 th kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 


ri 


!:hri C.S. Jha, ICS., 
Vnbassador of India in Japan, 
Tokyo. 



(B.K. \charya) 




ft>«r.5(])ioo-i 
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27th Sorsnber, 195*. 


Mj deer 


Would you please refer to the correspondence about 
tbs late Shrl Subaeh Chandra Base's ashes resting with the 
Ambassador's letter of er*o refer* no® dated 10th December, 1997# 


Last souths I sent to use Mr* Miyake, Dy« Director 
of the Asian Affairs Bureau in the Minlstxy of foreign Affairs* 
He asked as when the Ceverroent of India prtposed to remove 
Shrl Boss's ashes* He explained that this was a personal 
enquiry ee the prleet had been feeling unooafortable about 
the oontlmsd presence of the ashes la ths teaple* According 
to Mr* Miyake, It Is not the ouston In Japan for ash as to be 
kept continuously in teaples, They are noraally retained for 
a short period and then transferred to the fmily grave or 
shrine* Moreover, the priest also feala that ha la getting 
old and that he should not leave the ashes to ethers after 
his death, X exploited to Mr* Miyake that there had been 
no request free either Mr, Boas' a fanlly In Austria or his ' 
relatives la India and vs nay be embarrassed by having thsss 
asbss In India sines, anong Hindus, the ashes are oast Into a 
river or otherwise scattered* Mr* Hlyrke said that, in any 
cate, it would be a ore appropriate for the a shoe to be disposed 
of in India than retained Indefinitely In Japan, 


I have reported tills natter to the Ambassador who agrees 
that there Is force in Mr, Miyake's argument particularly whan 
we are officially taking steps to transfer the ashes of Shrl 
Hash Beherl Boas and arrangeneota are being Bade for keeping 
than la India, .. . 


Thin natter la being reported for your information 
and for any o cmaents you nay wish to make* I would also like 
eons guidance as to what I should say to Mr, Miyake IfVflgain 
vaises this question, as I feel he will. 


lours slnoerely, 

' > 1 

( 

( O.J. Malik ) 


Shrl J*3* Mehta, I*f,S*, 
Deputy Score tary, 

Ministry of Maternal Affair a, 
lev Delhi. 
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Mr. G.J. Malik 
First Secretary, 

Indian Embassy, Tokyo* 
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From; L.D.M. Abeyeratne & 
Ichiro Kagabu, 

96, Tokuji-cho, Ikegaai, 
Ohta-ku, Tokyo. 






Subject;- ■ Buddha* s emerald head illegally possessed by va 
Japanese national. 




ory-V ;> ,‘ O * 

v Sir, 




: 




Elliotts, 

<r / ,v** 

Bigg 
* * 


I send herewith a photo of Buddha* s emerald head whick 
originally belingedjfco the late Mr, Subash Chandra Bose. It 
now possessed by Mr* Jusei Tajima, whose career is not clear 

riff*-**- • • * « ' r \- 

excepting that he was in the South Seas area during the last 
The fact that he should possess the article is unreasonable* 

On one occasion he says he has bought it at Singapore, while 
the another occasion he says he has bought it from Netaji*s Japa 
lady. Thus, whether he has got it through a proper channel or 1 , 
is questionable. 

As mentioned in an article N Whereabouts of Japanese 


ysTfli 


anese 




f^t/ggRr.>*ltaPg\ , - . -r , ... . ........ 

diamond" in a magazine "Special issue of Bungei-Shunju ,1956*2", 

matters regarding diamond were taken up at the Diet may be beoau; 
there are' some questions about Netaji*s diamond. It is surmizei 


from the article that Mr. Tajima might have illegally obtained 

_ 

the artlole. 

■ 

It is Justice to recover it from the man who got the 






emerald head Illegally. 

In the c ire urns tnances I submit this photo to His Excellea 
the Ambassador hoping that the article in question may be returned 

- •»p’ r, jrt 1 v “ ; , * . 

to India through diplomatic procedures. 

- 


pic r.’ 

-Kjl s 

j 




Faithfully yours, 

(L.D.M. Ameyertna) 
(Ichiro Toshiba) , 


a v. 









. "Translation from an article appeared in monthly magazine 

^ — ’ * 1X1 ’ 


Bungei-Shunju 1956.2, special number. 






WHEREABOUTS OF ONE TRILLION YEN DIAMOND 


!»&"*'* • r> 


By Mr « Kohichl Sekoh. 


m 


.Hj-n-Ai 


; 

Mggm 


A large amount of diamond vas procured by Japane 




Government from the nation during the last war. According 




a testimony at the Diet in those days by an official ln'chi 

' t 

the amount of the diamond procured from the nation was.i 
160,000 carats, which is at present kept at the Bank of Jaj 
I cannot, however, agree to the figure since there must be 


t : < 


;s- . . 


-.650,000 



050c carats according to the results of my investigation made when! 

T< 

I was parliamentary vice Minister for International Affairs* 

igpJ * j 

In this connection, many people were summoned to testify at the 

• p ' ■ * | 

after the war. I understand GHQ (General Headquarters) had 



Kg 


HBilvkVr • 


came 


* 


4 Wjr--v v : 


delicate relation with the diamond issue. Accidentally 1 
know they had 50 carajts of diamond in their custody. Also, I 




fell! 


know a large amount of diamond was found when a plai£|fe crashed 
with Mr. Bose and some Japanese on board. Further, many pieces 

»v' 

of diamond had tarn scattered at the crashing site of a 1 Japanese 
plane at Mr. Mihara. 

My prayer is that diamond illegally possessed by 
people will come out -to the world and returned to the origini 
owners. I am sure huge amount of concealed diamond wl] 




displayed at show-windows of jewel shops once a law authorizing 




ownership of diamond by the present owners is promulgated, 

. 

— 
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s gii :- 


nic^" ' 






m 


Written opinion 



To* 

He Vj . ■ 

■rat 

' 

From: 








S U 


1 


f.;r • ' • ■■ 

p V 

i ;V 



His Excellency 
The Ambassador of India. 

Ichiro Kagabn, JT 

96, Tokujicho, Ikegami, Ohta-ka, Tokyo. ts* 

* ftV 

L.D. h. Afceyratne 

We have submitted earlier our written opinion on the Buddha^ 
Emerald Head and introduced an article appeared in a magazine regarding 
a problem of diamond which was once taken up by Mr. Koichi Sekoh, member 
of the House of Representatives at the Diet, 

1 

Since Mr. Sekoh has been appointed State Minister in the Kishi 

. 

Cabinet, we should suggest that you may kindly request him to expedite 

’ * * ' 

return of the Buddha 1 s Emerald Head to India-. Since Mr. Sekoh has strived 

♦ •?/£* «r 

for the cause of justice, we are sure that he will cooperate with you in 
the matter in his official capacity. 

We write the above opinion for your inf or cat ion. 

13th January, 1959* 
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EMBASSY OF^JffDIA IN JAPAN 

TOKYO 


February 23, 1961* 



I 


t 


My dear 

A couple of years ago this Embassy was Informed 
by some non-official unknown Japanese that an emerald 
statue of Buddha of the length of about lO-ll* once 
belonging to late Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose vas now 
in the possession of some Japanese family* It vas 
reported that this statue vas under negotiation for sals 
to some rich American and it vas valued at a fev million 
rupees* But the informant had stated that In view of the 
fact that the statue could have a sentimental value for 
the Government of India, they were in a position to 
arrange vlth the owners to sell it to us at even 10 to 
15 per cent of the market value* The Ministry being 
consulted asked us to place the matter in the hands of 
the Japanese Foreign Office, who could be assured that 
we would not like to engage in any prolonged civil suit 
for the acquisition of the property* The Japanese 
Foreign Office when they were contacted, expressed help- 
lessness in the absence of any definite knowledge of the 
whereabouts of the statue and any dependable evidence to 
show that the statue belonged to Netaji. As we ourselves 
had no other information besides the report of thdse 
unknown Japans se, the matter was allowed to rest at that* 

2 • A fev days ago the report was once again made to 

us that the emerald statue was again available at a 
reasonable price* Biis time two of our offers succeeded 
in having a look at it. While none of them is a connolsev 
seur of Jewels, as laymen both of them felt that the 
material seemed to be somewhat similar to the emerald 
Buddha In Bangkok which is now in the possession of 
the Government of Thailand* Hie Foreign Office here has 
once again been approached. They have once again raised 
the difficulty about the lack of evidence to show that 
the property belonged to Netajl. Even if they succeed 
in securing the statue from its present holders, we have 
no such proof on our record. It is, however, believed 
that in case it really did form a part of the jewels 
in possession of Netaji when he died in the air crash, 
it must have been presented to him by some people either 
in Singapore or in Thailand or in Burma. It would, 
therefore, help us if it could be ascertained frqm people 
who were associated with the collection of funds for the 
Indian National Army in those countries whether in their 
knowledge, such a contribution was ever received by 4 
Netaji. I shall be grateful if you could kindly make 
confidential enquiries from such persons in your place 
who were close to Netaji during the Movement to find out 
if they could throw any light on the subject* 

I hope you are keeping well and with kind 
regards. 


2, co f'lt*. 'W' 

ty , yjc. 


k 


lours sincerely. 




A 

,> m 


(Lalji Mahrotra) 


% 
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>1, 



I think that Mr. Dina Nath. Sardar Zora Singh and 
Mr. Bashir of Bashir Shoe Company were connected 
with the collection oft and administration of funds 
for the Azad Hind Army. Perhaps they may be able 
to say something so far as collections in Burma 
are concerned. 
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7th March, 1961, 


P*K* Banerjee* IFS* 
Jounsellor* 

Oj7.Mo. F. 


d») 


Vfr dea r 


Enclosed is a report on an Image of 
emerald Buddha alleged to be part of 
personal property of Retaji Subhash C hander 
Bose* 

In 1958 also* we received some 
information in this regard but our effort 
was fruitless* This tine* however* we were 
more careful and discrete* At least we 
have been able to have a look at this emerald 
Buddha* Whether It Is genuine or not Is a 
different matter* 

You may also notice that we brought 
this matter to the attention of the Foreign 
Office in Tokyo* and they are making 
investigation* If you have any information 
to confirm that Netaji Bose had an emerald 
Buddha In hla possession, it would help us 
a Jot*,* If you have ary other instruction In 
the matter* kindly drop me a line* 


With kindest regards* 



Shrl K.1% Mehta* 

Joint Secretary* 

Ministry of External Affairs* 
Hew Delhi* 


Information Service of India 




Mr. T. Ishikawa, a resident of Aomori City, accompanied by a 

^person, who was introduced to us as a Buddhist monk, called at the 
ISI yesterdav and resorted that a 1700-year-old image of Lord Buddhi 
made of ema raids , was soon to be sold by its owner to an American 
multi-millionaire connected with the Rockfeller Foundation for 
US. ,2530 million. Ur. Ishikawa himself had neither seen the image 
nor did he know its owner. But the monk had seen the image and 
also knew its o^mer. According to him, the image showed Lord 
Buddha with folded hands, was about a feet high and weighed 14,700 
carots. It was fixed on a 31" sq. piece of wood. 

2. The Bud Ihist monk further added that the image originally 
belonged to the late Subhash Chandra Bose, but, after his death, 
came to be acquired by its present o-/ner. He refused to disclose 
as to how the latter came to oosses : the image or what his name 
and address were. He, however, said that the owner had two houses; 
one in Tokyo and the other in Aomori, and that the image was at 
present lying in Tokyo. 

3. Both Hr. Ishikawa and the Buddhist monk added that they did 
not like the idea of an image of Lord Btid lha going to the USA for 
sake of money. On the other hand, they thought that Prime Minister 
Nehru wa« anxious that the image should be acauired by the Govt, of 
India. They said that they would be very ha pay to help the Govt, 
of India in acquiring the image if we agree! to pay them 5 % of the 
total amount for which the image was going to be sold i.e. £1.5 
million. They refused to 15.sc.iose as to how they could accomplish 

, such a remarkable j"b of getting us an article for £l. 5 million 
when, according to their oUh statement, someone else was ready to 
pay £30 million for, the same article. 


4. The matter was reported to the Counsellor. He said that thei*' 
were some previous papers also on the subject. A look at .the old 
file showed that a story about the treasures of the later Subhash 
Bose was toll to us in 1153 also. At that time one Keizo Takei, 

. an employee of the Hiyoshi Uhemical-Oo. i’Ltd. , Tokyo, informed us 
that the treasures of the late Bose were deposited in the Mitsui 
Bank by their ore sent holder, a Mr. Tajima. He also added that 
the principal item of treasures was an oriental emerald weighing 
13,400 carots. The matter was reported to the Government of India 
in August 1058. They* advised that the best course for us would be 
to take up the matter with the Japanese Government. We could 
transmit to them the information which we had and ask them for 
their advice as to how best the matter could be handled. We were 
also asked to make it clear to the Japanese Government that the 
Govt, of India had no intention of entering upon any protracted 
civil proceedings in this matter. 

, g> • 

5. The ratter was taken up with Hr. Iwama of the Gaimusho in 
December logo by our former First Secretary, Ur. Malik. An extract 
from a note recorded by him after meeting iJ r. Iwama is reproduced 
below: 




n 


"lie was rather liscouraging saying that infor ation we 
had received was not soecific, that it would be difficult 
for the Police to undertake investigations without 
infringing the Human Rights Provisions of the Constitution, 
i etc. He went so far as to suggest that we should engage a 
urivate detective. I pointed out that publicity was 
orecisely ”hat it was the interest of both Governments to 
avoid and that police could find things out with much less 
danger of publicity than a private investigation. I also 
said that it would be desirable to give some answer to the 
various parties which had come to the Embassy with informa- 
tion . Hr. Iwama said he would consult the Legal 


Affairs Bureau" 


i ! , 


There do not seem to have been any further developments in the 
matter since then. 

-v, s <y- 

~ Dhian Singh 
13. 1.61. 


Sd/- 

(H.D. B ha 11a) 

Mr. Ishikawa and the Buddhist monk may be asked to show to 
our representative the image to enable us to judge the value of 
the same. While the repetation of such an offer gives a reason 
to imagine that some article of the kind does exist. We cannot 
entirely rely on it take the next step until we see it 
ourselves. 

3 d/- 

(Lalji Mehrottra) 

14.1.61. 


* -d 



Counsellor. 

I suggest that F3(C) and T3(I3I) may kindly have a look cd ^ 
and report. 

3d/- 

(P. K. Banerjee) 

16 r 1-61 

Mr. Ishikawa contacted the Embassy today on the telephone. 
I told him that we would like to have a look at the image before 
considering the -matter further. At first, he demanded 5 % of 
030 million even for showing it, but later on said that he would 
contact us again after consulting some other people. 


(H.D. B ha 11a) 

16. 1.61. 

■ » * 7W* 

Today Mr. Ishikawa and one Mr. Mikami who calimed to be 
priest but looked and behaved like a desperate character called 
on me. 'They have agreed to come on Friday, the 10th February 
at 1 P.M. here to take 3hri Jerath and myself to the place and 
show us the image. They were very keen that we should decide 
about the matter. They alio Dressed for some key-money which 
the undersigned refused. One so-called certificate (copy) was 
given and also their local address near Gehinkan (Both attached) 

3d/- 

(H.D. Bhalla) 

8.2.1961 

Counsellor 

Mr. Jerath 

Good Luck. 

3d/- 

P.K.B. 

9.2.61. 

Sd/- 

(R.K. Jerath) 

9.2.61. 


/ 

- 3 - 



On Friday the 10th February, F3(C) Shri Jerath and I, 
accompanied by interpreter went to a place near Gehinkan. We 
were escorted there by Hr. Ishlkawa and Mr. iiikami and later 
on were introduced to three other gentlemen viz. Mr. Tojima 
(who claimed to be the owner) , Mr. Kumouchi (an old man who 
•"gave the certificate) and one Hr. Akihara. 

Mr. Tcvfima (a medium-sized man of about 50 years) claimed 
that 'the -said 'image had beert'in his possession for over 40 years 
and that he had purchased it in Singapore. Later on he and 
others partly contradicted the claim and vaguely associated it 
with Shri Subhash Bose. 

Ultimately the image was proluced. The image of Buddha 
was about 9 or 10 inches in height. It seemed to be of emerald 
though we, of course, could not testify to its value or 1 
geniuneness. The Buddha head was hollow from inside but was 
appeared to be fairly heavy. 

Shri Jerath and I returned without any commitment and 
promised further consideration. After discussions with 
Ambassador and Counsellor, the undersigned informed Mr. Ishilcawa 
and Mr. Mikami that the Embassy would proceed -in the matter 
only through the Government of Japan. 

On 15th February Shri Jerath and I met Mr. Uchida of the 
Gaimusho and requested informally that the matter should be 
investigated. To this the Gaimusho officials' agreed. 

** 

Today I handed over a copy of the certificate and a copy 
of the address given by Mr. Mikami to Gaimusho. Later on 
Mr. awai accompanied by a plain-clothed letective and pointed 
out the place near Gehinkan where the image had been shown to 
us. Mr. Kauai had to be sent to the place near Gehinkan 
because the telephone number given by Mr. Kamouchi was wrong 
according to Gaimusho. 

It should also be mentioned that Mr. Uchida and other 
officials of the Gaimusho mentioned that there are likely to 
be two difficulties in the matter viz. 

• ft 

f 

i) It will be very difficult to take over the image from 
the present possessor in so far as legal proceedings 
by the Government of Japan would be necessary. 

ii) Even if the image was recovered, it would be difficult to 
prove that the present ownership is illegal and also that 
the image in fact did belong to Shri Subash Bose. 

In view of the above, Ambassador may kindly consider 
writing to associates of Ileta.ii to obtain further evidence 
in the matter. 


Sd/- 

(H.D. B ha 11a ) 
90.9.61 

' FS (C) 

3d/- 

(R.K. Jerath) 
21. 9.61. 



Amba s sad or 



r 




Address riven by Hr. Mika mi 

at 13 10/ 

in Ilozurni Kensetsu 
Opposite Telephone-Telegraph 

Office 

Sankocho, Megu.ro 


Faithfully yours, 
(L. 0.11. Ameyertne) 
(Ichiro Toshibe) 


ML 


(copy) 



Whom it may concern this (crystal) I judge 
with my wide exoerience. 

It is to be a (oriental >emerald ) I am sure. 

Height 21 cm 

circumference 37 cm 
neck 23.6 cm 

weight 951 monine (3,575 kg) 

17,280 carats. 

I do not think another one like this existed 
anywhere in the world. 


Mortin II. Kamouchi 
A damimond dealer of UoA 
Tokyo address 

Phone (44 - 3059 
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Mr. Kamouchi 


•'■v 

Tel: 



(441) - Rq3l 





16 th December , 1958 


* 



To: 


.Mr. G.J. Malik, 

'**v . First Secretary, 

Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 

From: 

L.D.M. Abeyeratne & 

Ichiro Kagabu, 

96, Tokuji-cho, Ikegami, 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo, 

Subject: Buddha's emerald head illegally possessed 
by Japanese national. 

Sir, 



I send herewith a photo of Budiha's emerald head which 
originally belonged to the late Mr. Subash Chandra Bose. It is 

j 

now pos~es"ed by Mr. Jusei Tajiraa , whose career is not 
clear excepting that he was in the South Seas area during 

j 

the last war. The fact that he should possess the article 
is unreasonable. On one occassion he says he has bought it at 
Singapore, while on the another occassion he says he has bought 
it from Netaji's Jananese lady. Thus, whether he has got it 
through a proper channel or not is questionable. 

As mentioned in an article "'/hereabouts of Japanese 
diamond" in a magazine "Special issue of Bungei-Shun ju 1956.2", 
ratters regarding diamond were taken up at the Diet may be 
because there are some questions about iTetaji's liamond. It 

is surmized from the article that Mr. Tajima might have 

\ 

illegally obtained the article. 

It is justice to recover it from the man who got the 
emerald head illegally. 

In the circumstances • I submit this photo to His 



Excellency the Ambassador ho 'ing that the article in question 
may be returned to India through diplomatic procedures. 


Faithfully yours, 
(L.D.M. Ameyertne) 
(Ichiro Toshibe) 


;» 





Translation of written statement by Mr. K. Takei, 
Miyoshi Chemical Co. Ltd,. , Establishment Office, 
No. 8, l-chome, Kanda , Tanohi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
at the Chancery on the 8th August, 1958. 


C 7 


No. 1 To try to determine with all our efforts whether 

or not the article (oriental emerald, C. 18,400,951 momme). 

$ 

belongs to Chandra Bose. ■ - V'cCTdirjjfcJi 

*• 

t i Others (Star supphire and white dia) 

If there are no records in the Embassy, we will do our 
best and find evidence to show that the article belongs 
1 to Chandra Bose. 

No. 2 We will explain to the present holder of the article 
that his possession of the article is illegal and try. 

• to have tt transferred to the Embassy. 

No. 3 If the Embassy has any good methods, we will give full 
cooperation with you. Without remuneration. 

In the cose of No. l & 2, remuneration is needed 'for the 
present holdek and others who cooperate. . ", S 

No. 4 Have an apoointment to see the present holder, r ! "*' 

Names: 1 . Tajima 2. Nakamura 3. 1 Kameuchi • 

4. Go shu so 5. Ando. . ' 

. •# « *iv 5 

No. 5 Those who determined it to be oriental emerald 


C. 18,400(951 momme) are: 

K. Take!, M. Takumi and K, Urabe. 
The attached name card reads: 

Keizo Take! 

,Sanji Chemical Industries Co. Ltd. , 


,urm?d to the: 

■ 1 1 9 

j Jjpv . ' 


Founding Office: 8, l-chome, Kanda 0-machi 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo (Tel. 251-5613) 


Translation from an article appeared in monthly 
magazine Bungei-Shun.iu 1956-2, special number. 






WHEREABOUTS OF ONE TRILLION YEN DIAMOND 

,1 -* • 

4 • t ^ • 

By Mr. Kohichi Sekoh. 


,r .v it ^ 

*nJL ^<2 by a 
Ud at. th« I 
Lord' tfuMhf 
American 

A large amount of diamond was procured by Japanese 

«• i •«! 

Government from the nation during the last war-. According.?^ 

' ' Pf * tv 

to a testimony at the Diet in those days by an official 
in charge, the amount of the diamond procured from the 

t t : > * n •* - 

nation was about 160,000 carats, which is at present’ kept at 

•? t' ; o birfcca 

the Bank of Japan. I cannot, however, agree to the figure, 
since there must be about 650,000 carats according to the 

< ** , ^ (|f f ^ J 

results of my investigation made when I was parliamentary f or ! 
vice Minister for International Affairs. In this connection, 
many people were "ummoned to testify at the Diet after the the 

war. I understand G1IQ (General Headquarters) had delicate.ish ‘o' 

v . vi * ^ /|4Ng 

* relations with the liam.ond issue. Accidentally I cam® 1 to 

* 

know they had 50 “carats of diamond in their custody. Also, 

•f- "I tlMK 

• I know a large amount of diamond was found when a plane 

crashed with Mr. Bose and some Japanese on board. Further,* 

■ us- 

many pieces of diamond had scattered at the crashing site ;i 

• 1 "'4- 

• of a Japanese plane at Mr. Mihara. idjjg 

nt India 1 ' 

• My prayer is that diamond illegally possessed by In be 

/. r)'* 9 

certain people will come out to the ;vorld and returned to the 

t '.'V r - * . - T #S 

original owners. I am sure huge amount of concealed diamond 

•■(Joy t . - f'“ 

elv will be displayed at show-windows of jewel shops once a law 

authorizing ownership of diamond by the present ownersnis 

3-- •• , . An ; cS 

f.T r promulgated. 
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H • E • Meht a j IC S , ,i 
Joint Secretary. 





15th March, 1961 


D.O. No. £3.1 


f 


fay j 

Thank you for your Top Secret letter 


No .F. 5( l)-NGO .1 dated the f7th March, 1961, and the 
very interesting enclosure. I discussed with F.S. 
who feels that any attempt to establish Netaji's 
ownership over the emarald Buddha would be like a 
wild goose' chase. It is possible, however, that 
our Ministry of S.R.& C.A. may be interested in this 
image of Buddha for one of their Museums. Doayou 
think it would be worth our while to take this up 
with the i y specially as we are not even sure that the 
image is genuine and in fact worth very much more 
than what we may have to pay to the intermediaries./ 



Shri P .K.Baner jee , IF$* , 
Counsellor, 

Embassy of India, 

TOKYO . 





No. 32/61 


QijJ 



OF INDIA 
BANGKOK 



13th March. 1961 
Phalguna 22, 1882 (Saka 


My dear Lalji Mehrotra, 



- j 


Please refer to your No, 5(l)NG0 of 23.2.1961 
regarding an emerald statue of Buddha which may belong to 
late Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


2, I have talked to two persons who were likely to 
throw the best light on the subject. Ishar Singh Nirula, 
who was a Minister in Netaji' s government and who has lived 
in Thailand for long, told me that he did see the jewellery 
when it was being packed to be sent with Netaji when he 
left Bangkok for the last time. He does not remember seeing 
any emerald Buddha in this jewellery. He, however, states 
that he had only a general look and was not looking for 
any particular piece. He says S.A. Aiyer, who was put 
in charge of the jewellery accompanying Netaji, may be the 
best person to throw light on the matter. 




3. The other person I have talked to is Sewak Mehtani, 

whose house Netaji was occupying and who was also in fairly 
close touch with him. He says he did not see the jewellery 
when it was being packed. However, he knows that before 
leaving Bangkok, Netaji gave some pieces to some of his aides 
and the rest he took with himself in carefully packed boxes. 
He feels these boxes must have been with him when the plane 
crashed in Formosa. So Habibul Rahman may be the best person 
to know what was packed and what happened to it after the 


crash. 


4. I am sorry I cannot send you more helpful information 

for none here is likely to have any more than these two 
persons. Both of them state they never head of any such 
magnificent piece being given to or being with Netaji. 

Aiyer' s address I do not know but could be easily obtained 
from the Ministry. If it is any use approaching Habibul 
Rahman, he could perhaps be traced through the Pakistan Embassy 
at Tokyo. Bhonsle may also be able to throw some light as 
he was with Netaji till the last month, as also Gulzara Singh, 
a very staunch and trustworthy officer of Netaji. J.K. Bhon- 
sle (General, INA) is Adviser to the Ministry of Education. 

And Gulzara Singh is in the Array and could be contacted 
through the Army Headquarters. He is probably a Major or a 
Lt, Colonel now as he had to rejoin in a lower rank than his 
original one. 


again, 


With kindest regards and when do we see both of you 

Yours sincerely, 

(Naranjan Singh Gill) 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO 



] 


Hq.F.5(1)-N00-1 


March 80, 1861* 


("V 


Dear Mr. O&l, 

With reference to this Banting's telephone 
conversation, vs under stand that tha appropriate 
authorities hare been able to establish oontaots 
with the people connected with the Image of 
Lard Buddha* Regarding your suggestion that a 
reputed jeweller could also assist In tha Batter 
and also your suggestion that Mr* Bevel of our 
Embassy should discuss the matter vlth some 
officials, we are very happy to agree to tha sane 
and shall be gretefUl If ve are acquainted with 
further progress In the matter* 

♦ r t /J ' 

« * ij 

Tours sincerely, 

''frqSx. 

(H.BtuOlo) 


Mr. Hinoiihi fliil, 

South West Asia Section, 
Oalmnaho, XgJSfflf. 



\ 





I 
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My dear Ambassador, ^ ^///^ 

Please refer to your letter No.6(l)N(}0 
dated February 23,1961. 


The story of the emerald Buddha is very 
interesting, but I have not been able to find 
any confirmation whatsoever from sources in 
Rangoon. Neither Dina Nath nor Zora Singh are 
aware of any such valuable emerald Buddha having 
been given to Netaji in Burma. A few months ago, 
there was a story of an emerald Buddha having 
been brought to light in Amritsar, and it was 
alleged that this had been taken from Burma by 
an Indian soldier. This has obviously nothing 
to do with the statue now in Japan. If any 
further relevant information comes to light, 1 
shall write to you again. 


With kind regards, 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo. (JAPAN) 


Yours sincerely, 

f 

R. S. MARI) 
bassador. 



( 






Yours sincerely, 


(Y.K. PURI) 


» Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 

Ambassador of India in Japan, 
Tokyo, 




g v category , A I bag 

■iO.No. p. 2 -t„) -s/tl 


high Commissioner for 


KUALA LUMPUR 


21st April, 1961 

V ' 


April 


k My dear OlQ, t 

I am sorry that I have not been a ole to 
edge earlier the receipt of your secret D,0. 

, 5(1)NG0 of February 23, 1961 ''regarding an emerald 
statue of Buddha said to have belonged to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. We have been making some 
enquiries both here and at Penang but have not so far 
been able to get any specific information. As and 
when we get any pointer in this connection, I shall 
write to you again. Meanwhile it occurs to me that 
two of the people most connected with Neta^i are Shri 
N. Raghavan, previously our Ambassador in France and 
now settled in India, and Shri A.M. Sahay, previousl 
our Ambassador in Thailand, and now living in India, 

I am afraid I do not have "their addresses in India. 

It is also possiDle that you may have already written 
to them. It seems to me that they will be the two 
people in the best position to know about this matter, 

2. We are all very well and hope that you all 

are also in the best of healtn and spirits. 


r 
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* 
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ba 


O.No.F.2 


11) -S/6 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 

KUALA LUMPUR 

28th April, 1961 






dear 


In continuation/6f ray letter of even 
No. of 21st April, 196l^regarding the emerald 
statue of Buddha. I am writing to say that we had 
consulted Mr. S.A. Das, the author of "Chalo Delhi" 
who also knew Shri Subhash Chandra Bose very well. 

I am afraid Shri Das has no information about the 
emerald statue. 


FOR 


Yours sincerely, 


( Y.K. PURI) 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
Tokyo. 


2. We also consulted Dr. M.K, Lukshumeyah, at 

one time Secretary-General of the Rear Headquarters 
of the Indian Independence League and who knew Netaji 
fairly intimately. Dr. Lukshumeyah said that it was 
not Netaji' s practice to make a show of religion or 
of religious symbols. He never saw any emerald 
statue of the Buddha or other similar religious symbol 
in the possession of Netaji and he rather doubts 
the emerald statue mentioned in your letter ever 
belong«Ato Netaji, 


With kind regards, 


4 
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INTRODUCTION 


iif* 

During his lifetime, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose had captured 
. the imagination of the Indian public by his daring exploits, such as 
* his escape from India to Germany, his voyage to the Far East in a 
'submarine, and his fight with the British in Burma, with his Indian 
National Army. The limelight was followed by a sudden black- 
out in August 1945. The information about the last stages of his 
life came out in ’ bits and pieces, but not as a coherent whole. 
Naturally, the public desired that all the facts should be enquired 
into, and made known. This desire was voiced in Parliament from 
time to time. In response to this, the Prime Minister, on the 3rd 
December 1955, announced in Parliament that an Official Committee 
would be appointed to go into the matter. Accordingly, the Gov- 
ernment of India appointed a Committee as per Notification 
No. F. 30(26)FEA/55, dated the 5th _ April 1956, consisting of the 
following: 

Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P. (Major General, J.N.A.), Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport, and 
Railway 

. Shri Suresh, Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

Shri S. N. 1 Maitra, I.C.S., Chief Commissioner, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 

I Shri Maitra was a nominee of the Government of West Bengal. 

The terms of reference of the Committee were: 

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose -from Bangkok about the 16 th August 1945, his alleg- 
ed death as a result of an aircraft accident , and subsequent develop- 
ments connected therewith." 

.2. The Committee began its work early in April and finished its' 
labour by the end of July. The principal line followed by the 
Committee was to examine as witnesses ,all persons in India and Far 
. East who had useful information on the last phase of Netaji’s 
activities. They also studied reports of secret enquiries concerning 
Netaji, conducted by Civil and Military Intelligence soon after the 
war. Over ,and above official documents, the members of the Com- 
mittee also studied books and articles concerning Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. In all, the Committee examined 67 witnesses. A 
complete list of witnesses will be fouhd in Annexure I. Of these, 
32 witnesses were examined at Tokyo (Japan), 4 at Bangkok 
(Thailand), and 3 at Saigon (Viet. Nam), and the balance of 28 at 


. 

jvj r 7 
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Delhi and Calcutta (India). A number of persons who were knowi? 
to have been associated with Netaji in the last stages, were request- 
ed to appear before the Committee— in India directly, and abroad 
with the help of Indian Missions and Foreign Offices of the 
Governments of those countries. In addition, press notes were 
issued asking people who had information to give, to make it avail- 
able to the Committee. The response to the press notes waf 
encouraging. It may be mentioned here that throughout the period 
of its work, a large number of news items appeared in Indian and 
Japanese papers concerning the Committee’s work. ,This was a 
measure of interest people continued to take in Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. In India the) Committee examined five' of the six 
persons who. accompanied Netaji on his last flight from Bangkok 
including Mr., S. A. Ayer, Mr. Debnath Das and Col. Habibur 
Rehman. Col. Rehman came all the way from Pakistan ,to appear 
before the Committee. The Committee also examined General J. K. 
Bhonsle, Chiqf of the General Staff of the I.N.A. The Commission 
examined not only those who had Information to give, but those 
who had theories to propound. Everybody was given a chance. The 
first witness called by the Committee was Mr. M. Thevar, M.L.A. 
(Madras), who had made several statements that he had been in 
contact with Netaji recently. Unfortunately,' tyfr. Thevar refused 
to share his secret with the members of the Committee. The 
members of the Committee left India on the 26th of April, and the 
first halt was at Bangkok. Bangkok was one of the most important 
centres of the Indian Independence Movement, and was the head- 
quarters of Netaji’s Government when he retreated' from Burma. 
There the witnesses examined included Sardar Ishar Singh and 1 
Pandit Rpghunath Sharma, who were ' leading members of the 
Indian Independence League in Netaji’s time. Saigon was also one 
of the, centres of the Movement, and Netaji’s plane took off from 
there. At Saigon the witnesses examined included Mr. Anand 
Mohan Sahay, Secretary-General to the Azad Hind Goyemment, 
and now Indian Consul General, Hanoi. From Saigon, the members 
of the Committee flew out to have a look at ToUrane on the Viet 
Nam coast, from where Netaji’s plane took off on its fateful journey 
on the morning of the 18th August 1945. 

3. The members of the Committee reached Tokyo (Japan) on 
the 5th of May and spent a month there. They found that Netaji’s 
name was still a household word in Japan, and a great deal of 
, interest was taken about him both by the public and the press. In 
addition to those witnesses who were called through the Japanese 
Foreign Office, a large number of Japanese witnesses volunteered 
and gave evidence, in response to newspaper notices. To mention 
‘one case, Mr. J. Nakamura, who was an Interpreter, and was pre- 
sent at Netaji’s death-bed, although 70 years of age, came on' his 
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'fi§bwn all the way from Kyushu, about 1,200 kilometres from Tokyo. 

The members of the Committee were much struck by the interest 
displayed by the Japanese public in their enquiry, and by the 
patience and courtesy with which Japanese witnesses stood long , 
examination through an interpreter. They came from different 
walks of life. There were px-soldiertf and ex-Generals, business- 
* men fcnd truck-drivers. The Committee was fortunate in being able 
y to examine four of the six Japanese survivors of the plane crash, as 
well as two doctors who, attended Netaji during his last hours. 

4. The members of the Committee were anxious to visit Formosa 
which was the actual scene of occurrence of the plane crash,' 

Netaji’s death, and his cremation. There were difficulties in doing , 
so, as there were no diplomatic relations between the Government 
of India and the authorities in Formosa. A reference was made to 
the Government of India, who informed the Committee that they 
did not consider a visit to Formosa feasible. So the attempt had to 
be given up. * 

5. After examining the witnesses, the Committee was engaged 
in studying the evidence recorded by them, as well as obtaining 
and reading all the papers concerning the last phase of Netaji; 

much of whiph was in the form of secret Intelligence Reports re- v 

corded immediately after the war. Books dealing witli Netaji or 
the I.N.A. were also studied. Thereafter, the members of the Com- , 

mittee discussed the whole matter among themselves, and a list of 
points which was agreed upon by all the three members, including 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, was drawn up on the 30th June 1956- 
-This paper was signed by all the three members, a copy of which 
H. will be found in Annexure L All the members agreed then that 
there had been an air crash at Taihoku in Formosa, in which Netaji 
met his death; that he was cremated there, and the ashes now 
lying at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo are in all probability his 
ashes. Since theri, for reasons of his own, Shri Bose has taken a, 
different view and has not signed the report. 

6- After going carefully through the evidence and relevant 
papers, the picture that emerged was like this: 

In the last stages When Japan’s, defeat seemed inevitable, 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was preparing to shift his struggle 
from South-East Asia to Russia via Manchuria. He left Bangkok on 
the 16th, and Saigon off the 17th August ' 1945, in an aeroplane • 
bound fof Manchuria. That plane crashed in flames at Taihoku in 
Formosa on ’the 18th August. As a result of serious bums sus- 
tained, Netaji died in a Taihoku hospital on the same night. , His 
body was cremated at Taihoku. His ashes were flown to Tokyo , 

early in September and deposited at Renkoji temple. Netaji car- 
ried some treasure with him, details of which cannot be ascertain- 
ed. A small part of this treasure was salvaged, and subsequently 
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recovered. To bring out the above picture, it was decided thA^ 
the Report should deal with the following points: . 

f ' 

(1) Last plans of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

(2) Air crash at Taihoku (Formosa) 

(3) Death of Netaji Subha 9 Chandra Bose 1 • 

(4) Cremation of Netaji’s body 

(5) Netaji’s ashes 1 prf 

' (6) Treasure 

Each point is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. The cojiclu- . 
sions of, the Chairman and the other member who has signed the 
Report are also given in each chapter. In a final chapter (7), a 
suggestion has been made that Netaji’s ashes should be brought to 
India with due honour. The Report is in two parts: 

Part A — Report (with three annexures) : 

Annexure I — Copies of relevant papers. 

Annexure II — Photographs. i , 

Annexure III — Sketches and plans; 

Part B — Evidehce of witnesses (with photographs of some 
witnesses). 

7. A large number of witnesses were examined in Japan. Trac- - 
ing the witnesses and securing their attendance would not have 
been possible without the ever-ready help and co-operation of the 
Japanese Foreign Office (Gaimusho). H.E. Mr. , Shigemitsu, 
Foreign Minister of Japan, who had held the same position in 
Netaji's time, extended to the Committee every courtesy and con- 
sideration. The Committee wishes to thank the Government of 
Japan, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the staff of the Japanese Foreign Office, M 
most sincerely for their help and kindness.) The Indian Embassy 
in Tokyo also were very helpful. In particular, the Committee 
has pleasure in recording appreciation of the services of Mr: J. Reh- 
man who was attached to the Committee throughout their' stay 
in Japan. Assistance was also received from the Indian Missions 
at Bangkok and Saigon. The Committee wishes to thank the 
Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, and the Intelligence Bureau 
of the Home Ministry for lending secret Intelligence Reports. 
Shri R. Dayal, who was attached to the Chairman of the Committee 
as P.A., worked very hard from the very-beginning to the end, and 
gave satisfaction all round. And finally, the Committee wishes to . 
thank, with all sincerity, the Government of India,, for majking 
the arrangements for the work of the Committee, £ft home and 
abroad, and the opportunity given to them to make a first-hand' 
study of an important chapter in the history of our times. 
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CHAPTER I 

LAST PLANS OF, NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

ie terms of reference of the Committee are: . • v 

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on the', 
cumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas thandra 
ose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death op 
result of an aircraft ac dident, and subsequent developments connect - 
therewith ” 

t ‘ * . • 

2. We have been asked to write the last page which had up to now 
mained blank; but to do so, it is necessary to know a little of the 
ickground of the first and intermediate pages. Early in 1942, the 
ipanese armies overrap large parts of South-East Asia, which had 
sen Under colonial domination by European powers, and in so doing, 
ley released a great impetus to nationalism. There were three 
lillion Indians in South-East Asia who took a leading part in this 
lovement. They formed the ’Indian Independence League under 
lx. Rash Behari Bose. Singapore fell on 15th February 1942, and the 
irge British Indian Army stationed there surrendered. Out of this 
fas formed the first Indian National Army under General Mohan 
ingh. This Movement, however, was without a real leader of suffl- 
ient political stature. From the very start, the movement was wait- 
tig for Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who was then in Europe, hav- 
tig escaped from detention in India in 1941. After a long and perilous 
ourney by submarine, Netaji arrived in South-East Asia, and took • 
harge of the Indian Independence Movement on the 4th of July 
943. Soon after, he assumed supreme command of the Indian 
National Army. Addressing a review of the Indian National Army 
it Singapore on 5th July, he first uttered his famous battle-cry, 
CHALO DELHI!’ ‘DELHI CHALO!’ On the 21st October 1943, the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was formed. There was great ' 
enthusiasm and men and money poured in. The Japanese Army had 
overrun Burma and was poised for the invasion pf India through ■ 
Assam. Troops of the Indian National Army were sent to the front, 
md they took a gallant part in the fighting around Imphal and 
Kohima. Netaji toured all over East Asia, and vikited Japan more 
than once. Although belonging to a subject nation* and dependent 
on Japan for keeping his army in the field, he left an indelible im- 
pression of his personality on all those who came in contact, with 
him. Even today, his name is a household word in South-East Asia 
and Japan. Between his arrival in Singapore in July 1943, and his 
departure from Bangkok in August 1945, barely two years passed, 
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but great things were attempted, and partly achieved, during this shoi^ 
period. Under the -stress of war, the Indian Independence Move- 
ment in South-East Asia had some of the qualities of an epic. Its 
full story is yet to be written. The story can be divided into several 
chapters. The first chapter, the spring of hope, ended with the 
incursion into thp fringes of India and the failure to take Imphal. 
That was in April 1944. There was lack of air-cover, artillery \and_^ 
food. Then the monsoons set in. The forward elements of the Indian ’ 
National Army, along with the Japanese Army, fell back across the 
Chindwin in Upper Burma- The rivers were in flood and sick men 
were carried on the backs of their ^comrades- Many have heard of 
the historic march of the Communist Fourth Route Army across 
China to Yenan,, but few know the story of the heroic retreat of the 
I.N.A. across Burma. Netaji, however, was not daUnted by failure, and 
continued to work hard at reorganising the I.N.A. Addressing a 
public meeting at Bangkok at this time, he said, “March to Delhi still 
continues to be our 1 battle-cry. We may not march to Delhi via 
Imphal, but it must be borjie in mind that, like Rome, there ard many ' 
roads leading to Delhi.” 

3. There were changes in the Government of Japan and General 
Tojo was replaced by General Koiso. In October 1944 Netaji visited. 
iTapan for the third and last time to meet the Members, of the new 
Government of Japan and discuss important matters with them. 

By that time there had been further reverses for the Axis powers 
in Europe, and for the Japanese in Asia. The British forces had ad- 
vanced far into Burma, and were threatening Mandalay. The 
Americans were active in the Pacific. The chances of a Japanese 
victory seemed more and more remote. From the very outset, Netaji.. >j 
had declared that his battle was for the independence' of India, and 
whatever happened to his Allies, Germans or Japanese, his war would 
continue till the liberation of India was achieved. From the, time of 
his last visit to Japan Netaji looked out for another vantage-point 
from which to fight the British. He saw that the only country which 
could afford any assistance was Russia. He foresaw, and discussed 
with his Advisers, Members of his Government, and officers, that it 
would not be long before Russia fell out <with the Anglo-Americans, 
and that the wartime alliance between ,the two was a temporary 
phase. He went even to the extent of predicting that there wquld ,be 
a third world-war in ten years’ time between Russia on the one hand, 
and the Anglo-Americans on the other. Netaji felt that for him it 
would be good policy to take shelter in Russia,' from where he could 
come out in time to continue his war of liberation against the British. 
On his way back from Tokyo in October 1944, Netaji met at Shanghai 
Mr. Anand Mohan Sahay who had long been in Japan. He asked! 
Mr. Sahay to go. to Tokyo and try to establish contact with the 
Soviet Ambassador’ there, Mr. Jacob Malik. Mr. Sahay, who 'is at 
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W present our Consul General in Hanoi, was examined at Saigon. He 
\ said that he sounded several important personalities, including the 
Foreign. Minister, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the Home Minister, Mr. 
Uzawa, but they advised him that it would be useless to contact the 
Soviet Ambassador. So, Mr. Sahay returned to Singapore and told 
Netaji the result of his mission. The quest) however, was not given 

♦ up. The question of a “second front” became ufgent in the middle of 
1945, after the retreat from Rangoon and the collapse of Germany. 
An official reference was made to the Government of Japan by 
Netaji to contact the Russian authorities on his behalf. Mr. Debnath 
Das has kindly supplied the Committee with a copy of the Japanese 
Government’s reply which was received sometime in June 1945. 
After thanking Netaji for his continuing co-operation with Japan, it 
says, “Nippon Government deems it almost without hope, of success 
to get directly in touch with the Soviet Government on behalf of 
Your Excellency, and it has no intention of doing so.” Mr. Debnath 
Das has stated that about this time several alternative plans were 
considered. The first was to go to India and prepare for an armed 
revolution inside the country: Alternative, to go to Yenan (Com- 
munist China): And thirdly, to try and contact the Russians through 
the Japanese. The third alternative seemed to have found favour with 
Netaji. A direct approach to Russia seeiped difficult; Manchuria, 
which was next door, and held by the Japanese forces, was increasing- 
ly considered as the best place to move to. But in case all these 
failed, Netaji advised Mr. Debnath Deis to organise cells in South- 
East Asia which could be used for going underground. 

4. About the same time, the movement of the Headquarters of 
^ 4- the Indian National Army, and the Indian, Independence League to 
' China, was also seriously considered. General Isoda, who was the 
head of the Japanese Liaison Mission (Hikari Kikan), and through 
whom aU correspondence with Japan passed, has given valuable 
information on this point. He has said that the first proposal was 
that the headquarters should be moved to Shanghai, but this did not 
materialise. .There is reason to believe that the Japanese Southern 
Army Command felt that if Netaji moved out of South-East Asia, it 
would be difficult to control the I.N.A v The second alternative was 
that the Headquarters should be moved to Saigon, with branches 
at Shanghai and Peking, or some other city in North China. The 
reason for establishing a branch in North China was that Netaji 
would be | nearer Russian territory, and be in, a better position to 
contact the Soviet authorities. The Government of Japan and the 
Imperial General Headquarters were at first reluctant to accept 
this scheme, but they agreed when General Isoda explained to them 
that Netaji did not intend to cut off connection with Japan, but to 
have an alternative connection with Russia. This plan was apparent- 
ly approved by the Government of Japan in the middle of May. By 
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that time British forces had broken through at Meiktila and^ 
Rangoon was lost. Netaji stayed at Rangoon as long as possible, 
and moved out only at the last moment on the 24th April 1945. He 
retreated to Bangkok, arriving there on the 14th of May. The 
chapter of retreat which began ^t Imphal in June 1944 ended at 
Bangkok in May 1945. This was the second chapter of the I.N.A 
story. The third chapter was brief. From Netaji’s arrival iq- 
Bangkok on the 14th May, to his flight from Saigon on the 17th 
August, /there were barely three months. To go back to the approved 
plan, before it could be given effect to, Netaji moved to Singapore, 
especially to broadcast a series of talks to India, not to accept the 
terms offered by the Viceroy, Lord Wavell. Even at that time, 
Netaji and his Advisers calculated that there would be at least six 
months’ interval between the collapse of Germany, and the eventual 
surrender of Japan. It was hoped that by that time, the Head- 
quarters would be shifted somewhere farther east, and some contact 
made with the Russians. But Russia declared war on Japan on 
August 9th and atom bombs were dropped by Americans on the 
Japanese mainland. All calculations were thus upset .and Japan 
surrendered on the 15th August 1945. 

5- Mr. S. A. Ayer in Chapter V of his book Unto Him Witness 
has vividly described the rush and turmoil of those days. Netaji 
was on a visit to Seramban 'in Malaya. On the 12th of August, 
Dr. Lakshmayya and Mr. Ganapathy of the Indian Independence 
League Headquarters rushed up in a car, and gave him the shatter- 
ing news that Japan had surrendered. Netaji received this news in 
a calm and even carefree manner, typical of him. To quote Mr. 
Ayer’s words, “He first .broke into a smile, and almost his first 
words were: 'So that is that. Now, what next?’ It was the soldier 
speaking. He was already thinking of, the next move and the next 
battle. He was not going to be beaten. Japan’s surrender was not 
India’s surrender.” Netaji returned to Singapore immediately and 
held a non-stop series of conferences, night and day, with his Advi- 
sers and officers. Against their advice, Netaji was determined to 
remain behind and surrender at Singapore with his troops. But on 
the 14th evening they were joined by Mr. A. ’N. Sarkar, a Member 
of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind, who arrived from 
Bangkok with words from General Isoda, Chief of the Hikari Kikan 
and Mr. Hachiya, Japanese Minister to the Provisional Government 
of Azad Hind. Mr. Sarkar told Netaji that Messrs. Isoda and 
Hachiya were anxious to help him to get away from Malaya and 
Thailand to farther east, so that he would not fall into the hands 
of the Anglo-Americans. At last Netaji was persuaded not to re- 
main behind at Singapore, and to proceed ■ east. The final decision 
was, to quote Mr. Ayer, “Out of Malaya definitely, to some Russiat 
territory certainly, to Russia litself, if possible.” Then 
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were reasons why Netkji should go to Tokyo at that time. There was 
the pressing question whether the IN.A. (Should surrender as part 
of the Japanese forces, or as a separate army. Netaji and his Advisers 
were anxious that there should be an independent surrender, as the 
I.N.A. represented an independent State. The Japanese Commander 
in Singapore could not give an answer as he had no instructions. 
Probably, the authorities in Tokyo only could give a definite answer. 
Mr. N. Kitazawa, a member of the House of Representatives, Japan, 
was examined by the Committee. During the war, he was a Coun- 
sellor attached to the Japanese Embassy in Rangoon. He has stated 
that a week before the surrender, the Japanese Government com- 
municated >to all Heads of States who were allied with them that 
they would be prepared to give them shelter in Japan. Accordingly, 
President Laurel of Philippines, Dr. Ba Maw of Burma, and Mr. 
Chenkun Pao, Head of the Chinese Government in Nanking, took 
refuge in Japan. So far as Mr. Kitazawa knew, this offer was com-’ 
municated to Netaji by Mr. Hachiya. It is not certain whether 
Netaji accepted the offer because Netaji’s concern throughout had 
been the continuance of his struggle,, without any thought of 
personal safety. Mr. Kunizuka of the Hikari Kikan, who was attach- 
ed to Netaji throughout the period, has stated that Netaji was not 
in favour of taking shelter in Japan, as Japan was a small country, ' 
and the Occupation Forces would be there soon. Perhaps, Netaji 
accepted it only as a gesture of courtesy. 

6. On the 16th August Netaji came to Bangkok. Mr. Hachiya, 
the Japanese Minister to the Provisional Government of Azad Hind, 
^ “met him and delivered to him a message which conveyed the deci- 
sion of the Japanese Government to surrender. It thanked Netaji 
for the co-operation extended to them in, the prosecution of war. 
The message also contained an offer from the Government of Japan 
to be of any assistance to him. Mr. Hachiya says that Netaji told 
him that the Government of Japan having surrendered uncondi- 
tionally, they would not be in a position to afford any protection 
to him. He was, therefore, more inclined tQ contact Russia. About 
this, however, the local authorities at Bangkok could not give much 
, help. All they could do was to carry him to Saigon, and discuss 
and take orders from Field Marshal Count Terauchi, who was the 
Japanese Supreme Commander in South-East Asia. 1 Col. Yano, Staff 
Officer of that Command, knew that Netaji was coming, and that 
he wished to go to Russia. He has said that Field Marshal Terauchi 
could not give any decision himself, but wished that, Netaji should 
proceed to Tokyo and discuss the matter with the Government cf 
Japan. So, there were a number of • reasons for Netaji to go to 
Tokyo, although his ultimate goal was Russia via Manchuria. Gene- 
ral Isoda, who, as the head of the Hikari Kikan, was consulted by 

.Netaji on his return to Bangkok, says that Netaji “expressed a 
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desire to go to Russia. I promised to give all the help that 1 could 
give to Netaji. . . . Eventually, the plan that was finally settled 
was that Netaji would first go to Tokyo, thank the Japanese Govern- 
ment for all the assistance that they had given him . . . and then 
proceed to Russia via Manchuria.” 

7. There was no time then to contact Russian authorities o t to^ 
make out detailed plans ahead. Russia was at war with Japan, and 
the Russian armies were advancing into Manchuria. Even if Netaji 
reached Manchuria, what would happen to him and the few trusted 
lieutenants, whom he wanted to take with him, was uncertain. All 
that he could hope was that they would be taken prisoners first, 
establish their bona fides as fighters for India’s freedom, and later 
on secure Russian assistance for their objective. The details were 
uncertain; the purpose was^ fixed. Netaji himself described his last 
journey as “an adventure into the unknown”. He chose Col. Habibur 
Rehman, Major Abid Hasan, Col. Gulzara Singh and Col. Pritam 
Singh, Mr. Debnath Das and Mr. S.‘ A. Ayer to accompany him, bul ' 
they were not told where he was going. They all knew vaguelj 
that they were going to Manchuria. General Bhonsle, Chief of th< 
General Staff, who was left behind by Netaji in charge of the I.N.A 
says, “On the eve of his departure, I enquired from Netaji whethe 
he had been able to detide where he would make for finally, ,,afte 
his discussions with the Japanese Government, and his reply ws 
that he was hoping to go to Russia, but that he would talk over th 
matter further with the Japanese Government.” At Saigon, almo 
by chance, Netaji was met by Lt. General Shidei, who was procee 
ing as Chief of Staff of the Kwantung Army in Manchuria. Gener 
Shidei was a leading Japanese expert on formatters Russian. Accor 
ing to Mr. Negishi, who was with' the party up to Saigon, it w 
suggested that Netaji should accompany General Shidei to Mancfc 
ria, and he apparently fell in with the suggestion. The plane v 
proceeding to Tokyo by the following route: Saigon — Heit< 
Taihoku (Formosa)— Dairen (Manchuria)— vTokyo. A little elem 
of doubt remained whether Netaji would proceed by the same pl.‘ 
to Tokyo or break the journey at Dairen. Japan had surrendei 
There was profound depression, and the elaborate machinery 
Government was running down. Netaji was flying two days a: 
surrender for an uncertain destination. It was indeed a leap in 
dark. From this leap he did not return. 
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- In pursuance of his plan, Netaji was moving out of South-East Asia. 

* He left Singapore on the morning of 16th August 1945, with Col. 
Habibur Rehman, Col. Pritam Singh, Mr. S. A. Ayer and 
Mr. Negishi, the Japanese Interpreter, and arrived at Bangkok, the 
sdme afternoon. It was arranged that Messrs. Thivy, Chatter jee 
and Raghavan would follow him. At ’Bangkok he held meetings 
with his Ministers, Military Advisers, leading members of the 
Indian Independence League, and made ^last-minute dispositions. , 
General Bhonsle was to be left in command of the Indian National 
Army, and a Committee consisting of Sardar Ishar Singh, Pandit 
Raghunath Sharma and Shri Permanand was to look after the affairs 
of the League at Bangkok. Large donations were made to the 
Chulalongkorn Hospital and University, the Indian Association, 
Bangkok, and the Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge, and all officers and 
men were sanctioned two or three months’ pay. A small number 
t of Civil and Military Advisers and officers were selected by Netaji 
to accompany him. These were: » 

Col. Habibur Rehman, 

Major Abid Hasan, ’ 

Col. Pritam Singh, 

Col. Gulzara Singh, 

Mr. Debnath Das, and 

Mr. S- A. Ayer. * r 

The movement plan was as usual discussed with General Isoda, 
Chief of the .Japanese Liaison Mission (Hikari Kikan). The latter 
arranged for two aeroplanes to take the party to Saigon. Saigon 
was the Headquarters of the Southern Army commanded by Field 
~ Marshal Count Terauchi, who was in overall command of all 
Japanese forces in South-East Asia. Arrangements for 1 transport 
beyond Saigon were to be made by the Headquarters of that 
Command. * , • 

2» On the morning of the 17th August (slightly different times 
are given by different witnesses) Netaji and his party arrived at 
Bangkok Aerodrome. They were seen off by a large number of 
officers and leaders of the Indian National Army and Indian 
Independence League. General Isoda of the Hikari Kikan, Mr. 
Hachiya, the Japanese Envoy to the Provisional Government of Azad 
Hind, and Mr. Negishi (Interpreter) also accompanied Netaji up to 
Saigon. In addition to Netaji’s personal kit packed in three or four 

suit-cases, two large suit-cases about 36" long were also put on board 
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the plane. The two large suit-cases contained gold ornaments and^ 
other valuables — more will be heard of them later. The party 
travelled in two aeroplanes and arrived safely at Saigon. There is 
some variation in the time of arrival at Saigon as given by different ' 
witnesses- Shri Debnath Das says that they arrived at 8 a.m., 
whereas, according to Col. Habibur Rehman, the time of arrival was 
1 10 a.m., which is also the time mentioned by Mr. S. A. Ayer. Front 
the aerodrome, the party drove into ( the town, and took rest in two 
houses belonging to an Indian^ gentleman, Mr. Chotir Mai. Whereas 
in Bangkok, important witnesses were available, unfortunately at 
Saigon, most of the Indians, who were active in Netaji’s time, were 
no longer there. One alleged eye-witness was an Indian darwan, 
Ramneo Gosai. He said that Netaji came to the bungalow, 

accompanied only by two Japanese officers and left hurriedly after 
having lunch. The statement of this witness may be ascribed to 
failing memory after eleven years. One Mr. Narain Das, then of the . 
Indian Independence League, Saigon, and now of Tangier, has said- 
that Ramneo told him the same story- Against his testimony, we 
have the evidence of the much more reliable persons who accompanied 
Netaji to Saigon. This witness also said that Messrs. Ayer and 
Chatterjee left that bungalow in Saigon only two days before 
Netaji’s arrival, and that Netaji was enquiring about them. In point 
of fact, Mr. Ayer was actually accompanying Netaji. 

3. At Saigon, however, the arrangements did riot work according 
to expectation. No special plane was available to carry Netaji and 
his party. F.M. Terauchi’s Headquarters had been informed before- 
hand by the Hikari Kikan of Netaji’s pending arrival at Saigon. 
Col. Yano who was on the staff of the Southern Army has stated 
that F.M. Terauchi had decided that Netaji should reach Tokyo as 
soon as - possible, but owing to difficulty in obtaining passages by 
aeroplane, Netaji alone should go. The Headquarters of Southern 
Army at that time was located at Dalat, a short distance from Saigon, 
and there were officers posted at Saigon to carry ou*> the orders of 
the Headquarters. The actual arrangements for transport by air were 
beihg made by Lt. Col. Kojima, while Lt. CoL Tada, a Staff Officer 
from the Headquarters, Southern Army, who usually dealt with the 
Hikari Kikan, met Netaji’s party which included General Isoda. 
Lt. Col. Tada informed General Isoda that only one seat was available 
for Netaji in a plane that was leaving Saigon very soon the same 
day. General Isoda w'as naturally annoyed, and proceeded at once 
to Dalat to speak to F.M. Terauchi. Chi arrival at Dalat Airport, 
General Isoda was informed by Col. Yano that it was. no use seeing 
the Field Marshal, but he advised him to wait a little at the 
aerodrome. In> point of fact, the Headquarters was in & state of 
confusion following the Japanese surrender three days earlier. 
Soon afterwards, General Numata, Chief of General Staff of the 
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Southern Army, rang up General Isoda and told him that he had 
brought the matter to the notice of the Field Marshal, and 2 or 3 
seats besides that of Netaji would be available in a plane shortly. 
With this assurance General Isoda returned to Saigon, but there; 
he was again met by Lt. Col. Tada, who gave him the disappointing , 
information that the final decision was that only one seat besides 
*£Jetaji’s would be available. When the first proposal of only one 
seat was broached, Netaji turned it down flat. He insisted that the 
entire party of his officers and Advisers should go with him. There 
was a lot of discussion on this subject between Netaji and his 
Advisers on the one hand, 1 and the Japanese officers on the other. • 
His Advisers thought that Netaji should not go all by himself. 
According to Mr. Debnath Das, who was an Adviser in the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind, the Japanese officers had 
said that Saigon was no longer safe on account of Allied and insur- 
gent activities, and, therefore, Netaji should move' on as quickly as . 
possible. When the second offer of two seats was made, there were . 
further discussions. During the course of these discussions, accord- 
ing to Col. Pritam Singh of the I.N.A., the Japanese gave out that 
as the Allied Forces had restricted the flights of their planes after 
surrender, they could not be sure whether aeroplanes would be 
available in the future, and advised Netaji to accept the two seats 
offered. In the end, Netaji reluctantly agreed to accept these two 
seats, but qn condition that those who were left behind were provided 
with transport on the follbwing day. General Isoda promised to 
do his best. • , 

4. Netaji selected Col. Habibur Rehman to accompany him. His 
( ^iAoice was apparently approved of by the rest of his party, as he was 
,a Senior Staff Officer, and had been in close touch with Netaji for 
a long time. This has been mentioned by Col. Pritam Singh and 
Col. Gulzara Singh of the I N. A. Netaji still did not 'give up hope 
of getting more seats in the plane. He told all members of his 
party to patk up their kit, and come with him to the aerodrome to 
try their luck. On arrival at Saigon Airport, however, the party 
was disappointed, as only, two seats were available. Netaji’s baggage 
was unloaded from his car. The Chief Pilot said that the baggage 
was too heavy, and could not be put on the plane, as it was already 
overloaded. Consequently, Netaji himself discarded a part of his 
baggage containing books, clothes, etc. The party came to the aero- 
drome in two cars. Netaji came in the first car. Whale all these 
arguments and arrangements were being made, the plane was wait- 
ing at the aerodrome. There were a number of Japanese officers 
who were to go in the same plane. The Japanese were very im- 
’ patient to start, but this was delayed for about half an hour or so 
^for the arrival of the second car. This car carried two leather suit * 
cases containing jewellery, etc., and Netaji refused to move without 
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them. The plane was already overloaded, ehd there were protest^, 
against loading it any more. Im spite of this, the heavy treasure 
boxes were loaded into the plane, b Among the Japanese passengers 
was a distinguished Military Officer, Ltf» Gen. Shidei,' lately Qhief 
of the General Staff of the Burma Army, who was proceeding to 
Manchuria as Chief of Staff of the, Kwantung Army. General 
Shidei came out of the plane and, greeted Netaji. Although 
was an element of chance in Netaji’s travelling by the ssme plane 
aB General Shidei* it appears that Netaji fell in with the idea that 
he should go up to Dairen (Manchuria) with General Shidei. . Mr. 
Negishi, at that time an Interpreter attached to Netaji’s Headquarters, 
says, “Genera^ Shidei was supposed to be an expert on Russian 
affairs in the Japanese army, and was considered to be, a key man 
for negotiations with Russia. It was suggested that Netaji should 
accompany him to Manchuria.” It may bfe mentioned here that 
befpre he took up the job of Interpreter,, he was working in the . 
important firm of Mitusbishi, and is now the head of that firm in ■ 
India. Lt. Col. Nonogaki, an Air Staff Officer of the Japanese 
Army, says, “The plane was scheduled to carry General Shidei 
to Manchuria. Netaji agreed to go with him . to Dairen in 
Manchuria. So there was no change in the schedule of the plane.” 
The plane itself was a twin-engined heavy, bomber of 97-2 (Sally) 
type, and belonged 11 to the Third Air Force Army stationed at 
Singapore. There is divergence of opinion on whether it was a new 
or an old plane. According, to Captain Arai and Major Kono, the 
plane was of the newest type. General Isoda goes so far as to say 
that it was a brand new one. But Lt. Col. Nonogaki has stated that 
it was an old plane. General Isayama says thpt the engine of the 
plane was worn out. It is unlikely that the' plane was a brand new ^ 
one. The Ground Engineer Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto has 
stated that, while testing the engine at Taihoku, the Chief Pilot 
Major Takizawa had told him that the port engine had been replaced 
by a brand new one at Saigon. ■ A brand new plane would not 
require the replacement of an engine. 

5. Besides General' Shidei, the plane was carrying five other 
Japanese military officers as passengers. These were: , 

. Lt. Col. Tadeo Sakai, a Staff Officer of the Burma Army. 

Lt. Coi. Shiro' Nonogaki, an Air Staff Officer. 

Major Taro Kono, an Air Staff Officer. 

Major Ihaho Takahashi, a Staff Officer. * 

Capt. Keikichi Arai, an Air Force Engineer. 

Lt. Col. Sakai is now in Formosa on a special mission. ‘The others 
are now civilians. Lt. Col. Nonogaki is now the Branch Manager 
at Osaka of the firm of Tokyo Kagyo Byoeki Shokai Ltd. , Major, 
Kono has his printing business in Tokyo. Major Takahashi lives at 
Kanagawa city in Zushi prefection. Captain Arai is a lecturer at 
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the Tokyoand Kieo Universities. The crew consisted of five or six' 
persons: ; • • 1 '*■ :• ?••= • M r - .. 

Chief Pilot— Major Takizawa, 

Co-pilot— W/O Ayoagi, 

Navigator— Sergeant Okishta, i 

4yr-i \ ' Radio-Operator— N.C.O. Tominaga, 

"and one or two engineers, whose names have not come out. In- 
cluding Netaji and his Adjutant, Col. Habibur Rehman, the plane 
^carried 13 or 14 persons in all. Netaji was in uniform wearing a 
khaki drill bush-shirt, trousers and shoes, with I.N.A. cap and 
badges. He bade good-bye to all those who had come to see him, 
and shook hands with them, telling them that they jvould meet him 
soon. After that, he boarded the plane through an entrance on the 
port side followed by Col. .Habibur Rehman. That was the last 
time his faithful followers, whom he left behind, saw him. 

6. At the instance of General Shidei, Lt. Col. Nonogaki made 
arrangements for the seating of the passengers. As there were no 
proper seats, passengers had to squat on the floor, Netaji bding pro- 
vided with a cushion. General Shidei, Netaji and Col. Habibur 
Rehman were given the best seats. General Shidei took the seat 
usually occupied by the Co-pilot. The crew were in the nose of 
the plane, while the other military passengers took their seats in 
the rear of the plane. Col. Habibur. Rehman has given a detailed 
description of the seating arrangements, which is reproduced below, 
and has illustrated’ it by sketch: 

A - % 

, “The number of occupants in the plane including the, crew was 12 
or 13. In the nose portion of the plane were probably a Co-pilot, a 
Radio Officei; and Navigator. The seat of the Pilot was behind them 
on the port side, and opposite to him on the star-board side was 
sitting Lt. Gen. Shidei. Immediately behind the Pilot was sitting 
Netaji, and nobody opposite to him, as the space was restricted by 
. the petrol tanks. 1 I was sitting immediately behind Netaji. The Co- 
-pilot’s seat occupied by Lt. Gen. Shidei’ was offered to Netaji but 
he did not accept, as it was too small for him. In the turret was 
standing one officer of the Air .Force, and in the rear portion pro- 
bably 4 other officers of the Japanese Air Force or Army. I do riot 
exactly remember their ranks, except the names of one Lt. Col. 
Nonogaki and of Capt. Arai whom I met later, after the crash, in the 
hospital.” 

The Committee has examined four of Col. Habibur Rehman’s 
fellow-passengers, namely, Lt. Col. Nonogaki, Major Kono, Major 
Takahashi and Captain Arai. Regarding seating arrangements, the 
versions of the different witnesses tally to a great extent. They all 
sgy the same thing about the relative positions of Netaji, General 
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Shidei and Col. Habibur Rehman and the fact that the 
crew were in the nose and the othpr officers at the back. There are*,,,, 
however, some discrepancies as to the number of the crew; some say 
it was four, others say it was five. There is, however, an important 
difference regarding Major Kono.' According to Col. Habibur 
Rehman and Captain Arai, Major Kono was in the rear, but Major 
Kono says that he sat ahead of Netaji' and talked to him during the 
flight. Col. Nonogaki also confirms this position. , In the first ♦ 
written statement, dated 24-8-1945, by Col. Habibur Rehman, which, 
was handed over to the Committee by Mr. J. Murti, it was however 
stated that there was a Japanese officer sitting between the Pilot 
and Netaji. So it seems more or leps certain that Major Kono was-, 
sitting in the front of the plane. 

7. The plane took off quite well from Saigon Airfield in the after- 

noon of the 17th August. There is some difference about the exact 
time, but most witnesses say that the plane took off between 5 and 
5-30 p.m.* As there was delay in starting, the Pilot decided to halt 
for the night at Tourane on the Indo-China coast, instead of flying 
straight to Formosa. Tourane was reached safely in a couplfe of hours. 
There Netaji and the other officers spent the night at, the largest 
hotel in the town. Although the witnesses examined by the Com- 
mittee could not give the name of the hotel, there is reason to- 
believe that the hotel in question was Hotel Morin which the 
Committee visited during their trip to the Far East. While taking 
off at Saigon, the plane had to run the entire length of the runway 
before it was airborne. This showed that it was overloaded. While 
the others rested at Tourane, the Chief Pilot, assisted by Major 
Kono, both Air Force Officers, were busy making the plane lighter. 
According to Major Kono, no fewer than 12 anti-aircraft machine-*' 
guns, and all the ammunition were taken down from the plane. 
Some surplus luggage was also discarded, and the total weight 
reduced by 600 kilos. Thereafter these officers attended to the main- 
tenance of the plan6 and satisfied themselves that everything was 
correct. . ‘ . 

8. An early start was made next morning (18th August) at about 
5 a.m. when the sun was rising. The passengers and crew took their 
seats in the same order as before. The plane was to follow the 
route: Saigon — -Tourane — Heito (Formosa) i— 1 Taihoku (Formosa) — 
Dairen (Manchuria) — Tokyo. According to Major Takahashi, the 
normal route for aeroplanes at that time was to proceed to Tokyo 
via Dairen (Manchuria) . The plane was much lighter and the 
take-off was very normal. During the flight from Tourane to 
Heito, the weather was perfect and the engines worked 
smoothly. The plane was flying at an altitude of about 
12,000 ft. and it was. quite cold inside the plane. As the weather was 
favourable, it was decided to cover some more distance, pass pver 
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Heito, and land at Taihoku which is th!e Japanese name for Taipeh, 
capital of Formosa. According to Major Kono, during the flight, 
information w3s received that the Russians had occupied Port Arthur.. 
It was feared that they might be in Dairen before long, and it became 
all the more necessary to reach there as quickly as possible. The 
9 plane landed safely and smoothly at Taihoku Airfield sometime in 
the afternoon. The landing time has been stated by different wit- 
nesses to be between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. i 

9. On landing, everybody got down from the plane and walked 
to a nearby tent, rested there, and had light lunch of sandwiches and 
bananas. The tent had been pitched for a Japanese prince who was 
■expected to pass through Taihoku- The prince was carrying orders 
from the Emperor to various Army Commanders to surrender. As 
the plane had been flying high, Col. Habibur Rehman was feeling 
cold, and on landing, changed into warm serge uniform of bush-coat, 
breeches and top-boots. IJe asked Netaji, who said that he did not 
feel cold. All the same, Col. Habibur Rehman handed him a pull- 
over. It is not clear whether Netaji did put on the warm pullover 
or not- Different witnesses have given the time of halt at Taihoku 
Airfield from half an hour to two hours. During this time, the plane 
was re-fuelled. The engines of the plane were also tested ftnd 
checked. This was done by the Chief Pilot Major Takizawa, helped 
by Major Kono and the ground staff of the aerodrome, headed by 
Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto. As the state of the engine has 
an important bearing on the subsequent crash, it might be worth- 
* while to quote the relevant portions from the statements of Major 
Kono and Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto. Major Kono says, 
■“Mr. Takizawa 1 tested it inside, and I tested it from outside- I noticed 
that the engine of the left side of the plane was not functioning 
properly. I. therefore, went inside the plane and after examining the 
engine inside, I found it to be working all right. . . . An engineer 
also accompanies the plane. He was accompanying it on this occasion' 
also. I do not remember his name. He also tested the engine and 
certified its air-worthiness.” Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto 
who was the Ground Engineer in charge of maintenance at Taihoku 
Aerodrome says, “At about 1-20 p.m. Major Takizawa and Co-pilot' 
Ayoagi got into the plane and tested it. I was standing just in front 
of the plane. When they started the engine, I found that one of 
them was defective. I raised my hand to indicate to him (Major 
Takizawa) that the engirie of the left side was defective. On my 
signal indicating that the engine was defective, Major Takizawa 
leaned out to listen to me. I told him that the left engine was 
defective, and should be put right. Major Takizawa slowed down 
the engine and told me that it was a brand new engine which had 
been replaced at Saigon. After slowing down the engine, he adjust- 
ed it for about 5 minutes. The engine was tested twice by Major 
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Takizawa. After being adjusted, I satisfied myself that the condi- 
tion of the engine was all right. Major Takizawa also agreed with 
me that there was nothing wrong with the engine.” • 

10. Thereafter, all the passengers,' after having had their rest and 
lunch, took their seats again in the plane in the same order of seating: ' 
as before, that is to say, with the crew in the nose of the plane,. 
Major Kono sitting behind the pilot on the port side, behind them v 
Netaji and Col. Habibur Rehman, on the , star-board side General 
Shidei, and in the rear portion the other Japanese officers. Although 
the engines had been tested, the take-off from Taihoku was not quite 
normal. The best account of the take-off has be£n given by Captain. 
Nakamura alias Yamamoto, who was a Ground' Engineer, and who- 
was Watching the plane. The other passengers inside the bomber 
could not see very much, as there were very few openings. There 
is' some difference between the witnesses as- to the actual time of the 

• 4 

taking-off, but most of them put the time between 2 and 2-30 in the 
afternoon. Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto says, -“After every- 
body had taken seat in the 'plane, the plane taxied to one end of the 
runway. - Having reached the point, the engines of the plane speeded 
up to the maximum speed, and then slowed down. This was a ; 
normal procedure which all Japanese planes followed to test the- 
fitness of the engines. Having satisfied that the engines were correct, . 
the plane was speeded and allowed to run down the runway. The 
length of the runway was 890 metres. In the case of heavy bom- 
bers, normally the tail gets lifted half-way down the runway but 
in. this case, th£ tail was not lifted off the ground until it had run 
approximately 3/4ths down the runway.' At that -time I was standing 
at a point tyhich was about 30 metres away, from the air-strip. About- 
50 metres before the end of the runway, the plane took off and made 
a steep ascent.” The plane had carried the .distinguished leader of 
the Indian Independence Movement and Ins- fellow-passengers, from 
Saigon to Tourane, and from Tourane to Formosa over the South 
China Sea in safety, and nobody had any- idea that disaster would 
overtake the plane without warning and so soon after leaving 
Taihoku Airfield. * 

11. Hardly had the plane got airborne, When a loud' explosion 
was heard, and' the plane tilted to the left. Col. Habibur Rehman 
has said that it, was a noise like a cannon shot. The propeller and 
the port engine fell out. Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto who-' 
was watching says, “Immediately on taking off, the plane tilted to 
its left side and I saw something fall down from the plane, which I 
later found was the propeller.” * Major K. Sakai who came to the 
scene sometime later says that he found the port engine buried 
in the ground. The Pilot Major Takizawa and the Co-pilot Ayoagi 
made desperate - attempts to save the situation- but without success. 
The 'list could ‘not be rectified within’ the short height that the 
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plane had gained. Witnesses inside the' ‘plane have given different 

t * 

* 

/ - I 

hr/ 


• estimates of the height, but most of them , say that the maximum 

l 

if 

height gained was about 30 metres. Captain Nakamura alias Yama- 


moto, Who had the best view, has estimated the height between 30 


* 

to 40 metres. Mr. A. M. N. Sastri, an Aircraft i Inspector of the 


[] J 

^^Directorate General of Civil Aviation, Government of India, has said. 

r 

;1 

in answer to a question, that considering that the aircraft left the * 

V 

ground 50 metres before the end of the runway and started climbing, 

t * 


the figure of 30 to 40 metres given by witness Captain Nakamura 

CO 


alias Yamamoto appeared to him to be reasonable. The plane nose- 

H 

' » 

dived, making a wailing noise. The passengers ii>side the plane had 


r 

not even seat-belts and naturally lost their balance. The baggage 

w 

_ 

ii 

came tumbling down. Col. Habibur Rehman has said that he was 

H 


struck in the back by some of the packages. Captain Arai has 

fc 


graphically described his feelings by saying that the earth was 

O 


rushing towards him. Major Kono had the presence of mind to try 

u 


and switch off the ignition to prevent the plane from catching fire, 

• 

I 

but failed to do so as he could not keep his balance. He fell two 


l 

or three times in the attempt. The plane crashed to the ground 


o 

and immediately caught fire in the front portion.! . According to 

• 


Mr. A. M. N. Sastri, it would take only 3 seconds to fall from a 


t * 

(1 

height of. 50' metres. Some witnesses, like Lt. Col. Nonogaki, have 

. • 


stated that the plane crashed on the concrete runway; on the other 


t 

extreme, Col. t Habibur Rehman has said that the crash took place 

, * 

T) 

one or two mites outside the aerodrome. The most credible version { 


if 

■* 9 is probably that of the Ground Engineer, Captain Nakamura alias , 

• 

it 5 

^ Yamamoto, who says that the plane crashed about 100 metres 

* 

beyond the concrete runWay. His version is supported by Major 


f 

*1 

Sakai who was in command of defence of Taihoku Aerodrome.* He ( 

says that he saw the wreckage of the plane lying 20 to 30 metres; 


• * 

U 

from the end of the runway. One of the passengers, Major 


i 

Takahashi, also says that the crash took place just outside the con- 


if 

crete runway, but within the boundary of the aerodrome. 



12. As the plane came down on its nose, it crashed on its left 


n 

side and caught fire in its front portion. It appears from the state- 

• 

[\ 

ment of witnesses that the plane also suffered severe damage, and 

i 

I . broke into two. Captain Arai, Lt. Col. Nonogaki and Major Kono • • 

. 

>0 

have stated that on crashing the plane broke into two. They have 

• ' 1 

'0 

illustrated the point at which the plane broke into two by supply- 


I 

ing sketches of the plkne. Major Sakai who came to the scene 


ie 

immediately after the accident and saw the / wreckage of the plane 

, 

d 

also supports this version. On the other hand, according to Col. 

j •. . 

\\ 

Habibur Rehman, the plane split in the front portion, while Capt- 



Nakamura alias Yamamoto is positive that the plane was intact and 

6 

w 

the body was not broken. He, however, says that the fire was con-. , 


1 fined to the front part of the plane. It is likely that the plane, on 
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falling to the ground, would sustain damage to its structure. So, 
on examining the probabilities and weight of evidence, a majpr 
breakage in the rear part of the fuselage may be accepted. There 
might have been breakages and splits elsewhere also. But froth a 
study of the photographs of the wreckage (Annexure II) it does not 
appear that the broken parts got separated nor is any support .lent - 
to the statement of Lt. Col. Nohogaki that the two split parts went 
in different directions on the ground. i 

13. What happened to the persons inside the aeroplane? The 
crash affected, different persons differently. Of the seven persons 
in the plane who ultimately survived, the Committee has examined 
in person five pf them, and read the statement recorded by a sixth, 
Lt. Col. T. Sakai. Lt. Col. Nonogaki who was in the turret was 
the luckiest. As the plane crashed, he was thrown out to the | 
ground almost unhurt. ’ He got up and ran away from the burning 
plane, and took shelter behind a pile of stones, against which the 
wrecked plane ultimately came to a halt. Lt. Col. Sakai, Majpr 1 
Takahashi and Captain Arai became senseless the moment the plane, 
crashed, but found themselves soon after 'on the ground, and moved 
away from the burning plane. Clearly, they had been thrown out. 
In the process, they received injuries and bums. Lt. Col. Sakai 
stated that he received bruises on his head and sonte other parts, 
and burns dn his face and hands, but they were not serious. Major 
Takahashi’s left ankle was sprained. 1 Injuries of Captain Arai were 
more serious. The right side of hjs face, the upper side of both his 
hands and the front portion of his forearm got burnt. Marks of 
these burns were still visible when he appeared before the Com- 
mittee 11 years later. Major Kono was clearly an alert and 
observant person. At the moment of crash, instead of being fluster] 
ed, he had his wits about him. and noticed what others were doing 
He says, “As the plane was falling to the ground, the petrol tan 
inside the plane fell down, and came between me and Mr. Bose. 1 
looked backwards but could not see Mr. Bose because of this tank 
I could see General Shidei after the plane crash. He. had a cu 
injury at the back of his head. Major Takizawa was hit in the fac 
and on forehead by the steering which he was operating. N.C.C 
Ayoagi was hit in the chest which was bleeding, and he was leanin 
forward. There was another engineer ■ between me and N.C C 
Ayoagi. I do not know what happened to him. During this time 
the fire spread greatly and the heat became unbearable. I brok 
open the plastic cover on top of the plane and escaped through i 
While escaping, the fire was so strong that I had to protect my ey< 
by covering them with my hands which, as a result, got burnt, an 
my face and legs were also burnt. As I was escaping from the plane, 
got splashed by petrol which was coming out from a pipe whic 
connected the pfetrol tank with the engine which had been brougl 
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down. The petrol which was so splashed caught fire. I ran about 
30 metres and then rolled on the ground and put out the fire; at 
the same tim£, I also took off my outer garment which had caught 
fire. In this way, I managed to put out the fire that was burning 
on me.” J \ 

It may be mentioned here that Major Kono was under treatment 
for 18 months, and even after the protracted treatment the skin of 
his face looked severely burnt when he appeared before the Com- 
mittee 11 years after. He lost all his teeth and wore false teeth. 
Four of the fingers of his right hand, i.e., excepting the thumb, were 
damaged and misshapen, and he could not clinch his, right fist. The 
little finger of the left hand was also damaged and he could not 
clinch that fist in full. Both his hands were deformed. A picture 
of Major K'ono’s pair of .hands was taken. They tell their own 
story. 1 

' 14. Now we come to Col. Habibur Rehman and Netajl Subhas 

Chandra Bose. An extract from the statement of Col. Habibur 
Rehman as to what happened to him and Netaji immediately after 
the crash is given below in extenso: 

t • 

“Within a few seconds, the plane crashed on the ground; and 
fore-portion of the plane split and caught fire. Netaji turned to* 
wards me. I said, ‘Please get out through the front: there is no 
way in the rear.’ (Augey Say Nikaleay, Pichay Say Rasta Nahin 
Hay). We could not get through the entrance door as it was all 
■blocked and jammed by packages and other things. So Netaji got . 
out through the fire; actually he rushed through the fire. I follow- 
ed him through the same flames. The moment I got out, I saw* him 
about 10 yards ahead of me, standing, looking in the opposite' . 
direction to mine towards the west. His clothes were on fire. I- 
rushed and I experienced great difficulty in unfastening his bush- 
shirt belt. His trousers were not so much oh fire and it was not 
necessary to take them off. He was not wearing the sweater. ’ He 
was wearing khaki drill. I laid him down on the ground and 
noticed a very deep cut ,on his head, probably on the lefjt side. His 
face had been scorched by heat and his hair had also caught fire 
and singed. The cut in his head was a long one, about 4 inch. T 
tried to stop his bleeding by handkerchief. As for myself, both 
my hands were very badly 'burnt. As I came through the fire, 
the right side of my face was burnt and I noticed I had received 
a cut in the forehead which was bleeding and the right side 
of my right knee was also bleeding profusely, as it had hit some 
hard substance. The head cut was caused by hitting the floor as 
the plane crashed. My clothes did not catch fire. My hands 
were burnt very badly in the attempt to take off Netaji’s clothes. 

** Both my hands up to the wrist show marks of deep burning even, 
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after a lapse of more than ten years. Later on, even my 
came off. The nail of the left thumb has not come up properly 

(Note — The members of the Committee examined the hand: 
saw marks of severe bums. Marks of burns were also notice 
the right side of the face 1 and just near the right ear.* It 
marks were also seen on the forehead* and right leg.) 

“When I laid Netaji on the ground, I myself lay by his sj 
was feeling acute pain and felt 'exhausted. I saw a Japanese 
senger about 20 yards away bleeding profusely and moaning, 
then, Netaji enquired from me in Hindustani: Aap Ko Ziad 
Nahin Lagi? (Hope you have not been hurt badly.) I repli 
feel that I will be all right.’ About himself he said that h 
that h£ would not survive. I replied, ‘Oh ! No, God will ) 
\ you. I am sure you will be all right.’ He said, ‘No, I don’t thin 
He used these words: 

‘When you go back to the country, tell the people that 1 
the last I have been fighting for the liberation r of my country j 
should continue to struggle, and I am sure : India will be fr< 
fore long. Nobody can keep India in bondage now.’ 

( Jab Apney Mulk Wapis Jayen To Mulki Bhaiyon Ko E 
Ki Men Akhri Dam Tak Mulk Ki Azadi Key Liyay Larta 
Hoon; Woh Jange Azadi Ko Jari Rakhen. Hindustan Zaroor 
Hoga s Us Ko Koi Gulam Nahin Rakh Sakta.)” 

% 

In a way this was Netaji’s last testament and Very chara 
tic of 'him. It was in keeping with the oeith he took to fig 
the independence of India till his last breath when he estat 
the Provisional Government of ! Azad Hind on 21st October 19' 

15, Lt. Col. Sakai and Captain Arai do not mention tha 
had seen Netaji immediately qfter the crash. Lt. Col. No] 
did- He says, “When I first saw Netaji after the plane cra- 
- was standing somewhere near the* left tip of the left wing 
plane. 1 His clothes were on fire and, his Assistant was try 
take off his cost. He took off Netaji’s coat quickly* but was 1 
difficulty in taking off the woollen sweater. Since Netaji w 
ting very near the petrol tank, he was splashed all ovei 
petrol. It seemed that all his body was on 1 fire.” Majo,r 
says that he saw Netaji standing very near the plane facing 
from it. He was standing, erect with his legs apart and 
stretched downwards with clenched fists. He was com 
naked and was wearing only his shoes. He did not see a: 
on his body. Major Kono goes on 'to say that while he 1 
i was feeling the heat of the flames 30 metres away, Netaji 
was standing a couple of metres away from them, seemed to l 
vious of the heat. His face did not show any sign of pain. 
Col. Habibur Rehman mbved him away from" the burning 
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jor Takahashi gives a somewhat different version. He says 
that he saw Netaji getting out from the left front portion of the 
plane. His clothes were on fire and he was trying to take off his 
coat. Then he says that he (Major Takahashi) went up to Netaji 
and made him roll on the ground and managed to put out the fire 
from his clothes. He says that Col. Habibur Rehman Wag there, but 
Assigns him a passive role. He goes on Ho say that petrol had 
splashed only on certain parts of Netaji’s clothes and only those 
patches, were burnt. His trousers were burnt only slightly. While / 
"Other. witnesses have said that Netaji had to take off his clothes and 
was naked, Major Takahashi says that Netaji had his clothes on. 

As for Netaji’s clothes being on. fire, all the eye-witnesses who had 
seen him agree. As for who helped to put out the fire, 
it seems much more likely that Col. Habibur Rehman should 
have been the main to have cbme to the aid of his leader. The ■ 
version given by Cql.. Habibur Rehman and supported by the two 
more observant witnesses, namely, Lt. Col. Nonogaki and Major 
Kono appears more credible than the version of Major Takahashi; 

I The Ground Engineer Captdin Nakamura alias Yamamoto has . 
given -a completely different version. He also says that Netaji’s . ‘ 
clothes were splashed with petrol and had to be stripped, but he * 
claims that it was he (Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto) who 
rescued the passengers 'from the burning’ plane, and specially 
Netaji. This version is completely uncorroborated by anybody 
else, and may perhaps be put down to confused recollection after 
such a lapse of time. , ’ 

'n ^ 

A16. Of the other Japanese inside the plane, passengers and crew. 
General Shidei could not get out and died inside the plane. It may 
be of interest to mention that a copy of General Shidei’s service 
record (translated in English) was obtained through the 'Japanese 
Foreign Office, a copy of which is enclosed (Annexure I). It will 
be seen that the date of his. death was 18th August 1945 at Taihoku 
Airfield. The cause is given as death by war. His ashes Were sent 
^to Tokyo a week later through General Tanaka, Chief of General 
Staff, Burma Army, who passed through Taihoku a week later en 
route to Tokyo with Dr. Ba Maw, President of Burma. Some of the 
crew were apparently rescued. There is some doubt about the fate of 
the i two pilots and some of the crew who were initially trapped 
inside the plane. Captain Nakamura alias Yamemoto definitely 
says that Pilot Takizawa and* Co-pilot Ayoagi perished along with 
General Shidei, and he helped to bury their entrails and put their 
ashes in three boxes. But Major Kono says that he heard that 
Co-pilot Ayoagi had been pulled out. The two Doctors, Yoshimi 
and Tsuruta, definitely say that they had treated Co-pilot Ayoagi 
who died later in the hospital. From all this.it would appear .that 
General Shidei died instantaneously. One or two others also died 
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with him, but it is not certain who they were. Most likely. Major 
Takizawa, Chief Pilot, was one of them. The rest; passengers , and 
crew numbering about a dozen, were removed within a short time 
to Nanmon (South Gate) Military Hospital which was a few kilo- 
metres away, in mbtor vehicles, trucks, cars, and a peculiar vehicle, 
called “Shidopha” in Japanese, which was used for starting aero- 
plane propellers. 

17. Before going on with the story of medical treatment in the 
hospital, account may conveniently be taken here regarding the air 
crash — whether the crash took place, its cause, and whether there 
could be any survivor. From the evidence given to the Committee, 
there is sufficient material to believe that the plane carrying Netaji 
crashed at Taihoku Airfield early in the afternoon of the 18th August 
1945. There is no reason to disbelieve the large number of witnesses, 
both Japanese and non-Japanese. There is no evidence before us 
to show that the plane in question did not crash at Taihoku. Un- 
fortunately, no formal enquiry into the air crash was carried out by 
the Japanese authorities at that time. General Isayama, Chief oj 
the General Staff of the Formosan Army in 1945, was 4sked abou' 
this matter. • He first said that since the aeroplane in question did no 
belong to the Formosan Army, the Headquarters of tjie Formosai 
Army hatj no responsibility to hold -an enquiry into the matte) 
Then he said that it was the duty of the Commander, within whos 
area an air crash took place, to enquire into, and report it to tb 
higher auinonties. He said th&t in this case, a report was submitt? 
to the Imperial General Headquarters by his Staff Officer, Lt. C< 
Shibuya, through him. Lt. Col. Shibuya, who was also examine 
denied knowledge of any such enquiry, and said that the respon 
bility of holding it lay entirely with the Air Division concern? 
This matter was pursued further by the Committee and a report v 
obtained from the Japanese Foreign Office to confirm that no offlc 
enquiry was held into the air crash by the Japanese authoril 
(Annexure I). One would have expected a formal enquiry into 
air crash as it involved two important personalities like Ne 
Subhas Chandra Bose and Lt. Gen. Shidei. Perhaps, there was 
organisation following the surrender of Japan on the 15th of P 
ust. We referred the available evidence regarding the plane, 
condition and the crash, to the Director General of Civil Avia) 
Government of India, on our return to Delhi, after placing on re 
the evidence of Japanese witnesses. The Director General of < 
Aviation had these papers examined by an expert, and the Con 
tee recorded the opinion of Mr. A. M. N. Sastri, an Aircraft In 
tor, Accidents Investigation Branch, regarding the accident an 
cause. Shri Sastri’s opinion was: . T 

• 

“From the statement of witnesses, sketches and photograp 
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•appears that the aircraft crashed, and after the take-off, within the 

boundary of* the aerodrome. The maximum height attained by the 
. plane might have been anything up to 150 feet. The initial cause of 
the plane falling to the ground, according to the statement of wit- 

• nesses, is the breaking away of the propeller and then the engine 
on the left-hand, side. It is not possible to establish the exact cause 

10 how the propeller came off from the engine from the 
details available. In the absence of details of construction 
.of the engine and the', varioifs control systems, and the 
” maintenance records, and without examining the wreckage, it is not 
possible to trace the exact defect causing the crash. As observed by 
Major Kono, one of the witnesses, the engine seems to have been , 
defective and over-speeding at the time of the take-off from Saigon. 
This appears to have something to do with the crash.” 

It , # 1 * I 

Regarding the effect of the crash and chances of survival, Mr. . 
Sastri has said, ‘‘Taking into consideration the starting point of the 
fire to oe from the star-bo&rd front as stated by Major Kono and the 
location of the petrol tank and also the inadequacy of emergency ‘ 

. provision, it may be stated that 

(1) those who were in the front could be the worst sufferers;. 

(2) those who were in the centre left could be seriously 

injured; and ' 

(3) those who were in the rear could have chances of survival.”' 

He went on to elucidate:' “In case of air accident, the survival of 

• passengers or members of the crew is purely a matter of luck. I 
^ have come across accidents where in major crashes the occupants 
survived, whereas, in similar accidents they died. It is very difficult 
to predict anything accurately as far as the survival of passengers in 
an aircraft accident is concerned.” 

18. From the evidence given by eye-witnesses and the opinion of 
the expert, it is established that there was an aircraft accident at 
Taihoku on the 18th August 1945 due to some kind of engine trouble, 
the cause of which cannot be established clearly in the absence of 
data. As for survivors, there is nothing surprising that seven out 
of the 13 or 14 persons on board the ill-fated plane survived. It is, 
not a fact that Col. Habibur Rehman alone survived to tell the tale. < 
So far as has been ascertained, the following' persons survived: 

• (1) Lt. Col. T. Sakai, 

(2) Lt. Col. S. Nonogaki, , 

(3) Major T. Kono, 

(4) Major I. Takahashi, 

(5) Captain K. Arai, 

(6) Sergeant Okishta, and 

(7) Col. Habibur Rehman. 

Of these survivors, the Committee could not examine in person 
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Lt. Col. T. Sakai (1) who was away from Japan. As stated previous- 
ly, a written statement was obtained from him through the Japanese 
Foreign Office. Attempts were made to trace Sergeant Okishta (6), 
but he was not found. 
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CHAPTER III 

| I 

DEATH OF NET ATI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

, - < 

Jfitfus, Netaji was carried along with other injured persons to Nanmon . 
Military Hospital, Taihoku. This was a small hospital, and had four 
general wards with accommodation for 80 patients, and 15 more in 
4he infectious ward. As a precaution against air raids, the main 
Hospital and its several branches were removed' to outer areas. The 
Nanmon Branch was the only one left in Taihoku city, where 
patients received first-aid treatment before being sent to other 
hospitals. The Medical Officer in charge of this branch was Captain 
T. Ydshimi who had graduated in 1938 and was commissioned in 
.19401 There was another doctor, Dr. T. Tsuruta, who had qualified 
only in 1944. There was also a third doctor. The other staff consist- , 
ed of half a dozen Japanese and , Formosan nurses and 30 medical 
■orderlies. The Committee examined both Dr. Yoshimi and Dr. 
Tsuruta. None of the Japanese nurses could be traced, A 
Formosan nurse, Tsan Pi Sha, who had made an important state- 
ment before an Indian journalist, Mr. Harm Shah of Indian Free 
Press Journal , in 1946, could not be examined as the Committee did 
not find it possible tot visit Formosa. At 2 p.m. on the 18th August 
1945, Dr. Yoshimi received a telephone message from the Taihoku 
■ Aerodrome to be ready to receive a number of persons injured in an 
air accident. Sometime later, a dozen injured persons including 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose were admitted ,-into the hospital. 
There is some discrepancy between the witnesses, as to who travel- 
led in which vehicles, and who arrived first. But these are minor 
points and may be overlooked. When Netaji was taken to the hos- 
pital, most of the witnesses have said that he was without any clothes 
on him, but there are others who say that he came partly covered. A 
^Military Officer identified the big-built foreigner as the Indian 
‘leader Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. His Adjutant, Col. Habibur 
Rehman, was also admitted at the same time., 

2. When he was brought in, Netaji’s cpndition was the most 
serious, but such was his magnanimity that he told the doctors to 
attend, to the others first, and to him last. In view, however, of 
■ his condition, the doctors attended to him first. Eye-witnesses, both 
medical and non-medical, have said that Netaji was burnt all over, 
and his skin had taken on a dark colour, but none of them mentioned 
any cut injury. Col. Habibur Rehman has said that Netaji had a 
cut on his head 4 inches long which was bleeding. This is a dis- 
crepancy. , 

, Netaji was examined by Dr. Yoshimi who says, “I found that he was 
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colour like ash. Even his heart had bums, His face was swollen. In 
my opinion, his bums were of the severest type, i.e., of the third 
degree. There was no injury op his body from which blood came 
out. His eyes were also swollen. He could see, but had difficulty 
in opening them. He was in his senses when he wa9 brought in. He 
was in high fever; his temperature was 39° centigrade. His pulse rate ^ 
was 120 per minute. The condition of his heart was also weak.” 
Dr. Yoshimi has stated that after examination of Netaji, his impres- 
sion was that his condition was so serious that he was not likely 
to survive till the next morning. He says that Netaji’s burns were 
caused by splashing of petrol. After examining Netaji and treating 


Netaji was not the only person who received severe burns. W/O 
Ayoagi, the Co-piilot, suffered similar bums over his shoulders. His 
forearms were also burnt and the legs below his knees were, also 
burnt. All these were caused by splashing of petrol. Major Jtono 
had third-degree bums on his hands. . Col. Sakai had bums on his 
hands. Only Lt. Col. Nonogaki did not have any bum or injury. 
Dr. Yoshimi has stated that Col. Habibur Rehman had burns on one 
side of his face and on his opposite hand- He also had a cut on his 
right temple. ' ' 

3. Dr. Yoshimi has given details of the treatment given to Netaji., 
Initially Netaji’s bums were dressed by Dr. Tsuruta who applied 
a white ointment and, bandaged him all over. Dr. Yoshimi gave for 
his heart, one after the other, four injections of Vita-camphor and • 
two injections of Digitamine. He also gave him three intravenous 
injections of Ringer-solution, 500 c.c. each. The treatment was given 
initially in. the dressing room, and then Netaji was removed to the 
attached ward No. 2 where further treatment was carried on. 
Different witnesses have given different versions of the room in 
which the initial treatment was given. Dr. Yoshimi has given a 
sketch plan of the Hospital showing the ward where Netaji lay. 
There is some discrepancy between the witnesses as to 
who were in the same ward with Netaji. According to the two 
doctors, only Netaji and Col. Habibur Rehman were there. Col. 
Rehman says that a third person, probably a pilot, was also there. 
Sketch plans of the Hospital and Netaji’s ward were also, 
submitted by Dr. Tsuruta and Col. Habibur Rehman. Major 
Takahashi and Major Kono have said that Netaji was in a 
separate room, while Lt. Col. Nonogaki has stated that all 
the injured persons - including Netaji were taken to one room, 
while he himself was in another room. The Interpreter, ' J. . 
Nakamura, has stated that in addition to Netaji and Col. Habibur 
Rehman, there were three other Japanese officers in the same ward. 
After the lapse of years, it would perhaps be unwise to lay too much' 
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SIFess on such minor discrepancies, made by persons, many o f whom 
were themselves seriously ' injured. It would be more reasonable 
to accept the statement of the two doctdrs that only Netaji and Col. . 
.Rehman were kept in one room. Dr. Yoshimi has stated that in the 
P case of severe burns of third degree, the blood gets thicker, and ' 
there is high pressure on the heart. In order to relieve this pressure, 
■^fctbod is usually let out and new blood given in its place. Approxi- , 
mately 200 c.c. of Netaji’s blood was let out and a blood transfusion, 
to the extent of 400 c.c. was given to him. Dr. Yoshimi has said 
* that this blood was obtained from a Japanese soldier in the Nanmon 
Military Hospital and was given between 4 and 5 p.m. that day. 
There is a little difference here between this and the evidence of 
Mr. Harin Shah, an Indian journalist, who had the chance to enquire 
into this matter locally, in Formosa, in 1946. According to Mr. Shah, 
the blood was donated by a Japanese medical student. A more 
serious discrepancy is the statement of Dr. Tsuruta, who attended 
on Netaji, that no blood transfusion was given. Col. Rehman who 
was also in thd same ward room could not remember if any blood 
transfusion was givep to Netaji. There is no way of reconciling 
these different statements and they must remain as they are. Then 
Sulfonamide injection was also given to Netaji to prevent infection. 
Netaji’s initial reaction to this’ treatment was favourable. Col. . 
Habibur Rehman’s injuries were also treated with ointment and 
disinfectant and bandaged. Thereafter, Dr. Yoshimi left, to attend 
the Japanese injured officers, with instructions to Dr. Tsuruta to 
lsbk after Netaji and give him Vita-camphor injection at 30 minutes* 
interval'. Except the point regarding blood transfusion, Dr. 

' Tsuruta’s evidence corroborates that of Dr. Yoshimi’s. As stated 
* previously, none of the nurses could be examined. One Ka?o Mitsui, 
a medical orderly, at that time at the Nanmon Military Hospital, 
came on his own, and gave evidence and said that he had helped the 
^ doctor attending on Netaji by bringing medicines, etc. 

4. Netaji was conscious at the beginning, and occasionally asked 
L jor water, a little of which was given each time. An interpreter 
was called in, so that Netaji could speak to the Japanese personnel 
if he so desired. In addition to the doctors, some nurses were also 
attending on Netaji. According to Col. Habibur Rehman, Netaji 
Was taken to the “operation theatre”, and given a white transfusion 
which he thought was camphor. The Japanese doctors did not refer 
to the operation theatre. In any case, since there \yas no surgical 
operation, it was not necessary to take him there. Perhaps, Col. 

’ Habibur Rehman was thinking of the dressing room attached to the 
ward. According to Col. Habibur Rehman, Netaji asked for water 
once or twice, and asked once whether Hasan was there, , Accord- 
ing to the Interpreter, Nakamura, Netaji spoke three times. The 
( iirst time he said that some of his men were following him, and 
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they should be taken care of, when they came to Formosa. TOe 1 
second time he said that he felt that blood was rushing to his head. 
This is partly corroborated by Lt. Col. Nonogaki .who claims to have j 
stood by Netaji’s ' bed and talked to him. During all this time, 
Netaji must have been in very great pain, but not a word, of com- 
plaint or groan escaped his lips. His stoic calm impressed' the 
Japanese witnesses greatly. J. Nakamura says: “During all thisn 
time, not a word' of complaint, either of pain or suffering, came 

* ' 

from his lips! The Japanese officers at the other end of the room 
were groaning with pain, and crying out that they may be killed 
rathe* than continue to endure their, ^suffering. This composure of 
Netaji surprised all of us.” 

5. Dr. Yoshimi has stated that at about 7. or 7-30 p.m. he was in- 

A S 

formed by Dr. Tsuruta that Netaji’s condition had deteriorated and 
his pulse was very weak. He hurried and gave Netaji injections of 
Vita-camphor and Digitamine. In spite of administering stimulants, 
his heart and pulse beat did not improve. Slowly his life ebbed' | 
away. Shortly after 8, p.m. he breathed his last. He made out a 1 
medical certificate of death in respect of the .deceased, writing his ; 
name in Japanese (Kata Kana) as “Chandra Bose” and. giving the 
cause of death as "burns of third degree”. The following persons 
were present at his bedside at the time of Netaji’s death: Dr. Ycishimi, i 
Dr. Tsuruta, two nurses, Col. Habibur Rehman, Mr. Nakamura (Inter- 
preter), and one Military Policeman. According to Kazo Mitsui, a 
medical orderly, he was also present. According to Dr.' Tsuruta, the 
time was about 7 or 8 p.m. Col. Habibur Rehmap gave the -time as 1 
9 p.m. — six hours after the crash. It may be stated here that in a 
brief statement made by Dr. Yoshimi in 1946, when he was in Stanley 1 
Jail in Hong Kong, he gave the time as 11 p.m., and according to the 
telegram sent by the Chief of Staff, Southern Army, to O.C., Hikari 
Kikan, on the 20th August 1945, which was recovered by British 
Military Intelligence, the death took place at midnight. This was 

* 

*4 

repeated in the first publication of the news on the 23rd of August 
1945 by the Japanese Domei Agency. The evidence of the fellow 
injured persons does not help to establish the correct hour. Lt. Col. 
Nonogaki and Major Kono had stated that they were removed to the 
second hospital the same night. Major Takahashi could only say 
that Netaji expired the same night. Only Captain Arai said that 
he heard from a nurse at about 10 p.m. that Netaji had expired. So, 
the time of death cannot be established with accuracy; it could be 
any time between 8 p.m. and midnight on the 18)th August 1945. 

6. One of the reasons why many people cast doubt on the fact 
that Netaji was dead, was the manner in which the news was made 
known. For reasons not very clear, the Japanese authorities main- 


tained a great deal of' secrecy about it. Presumably, it was partly 
due to reasons of' security. Even in their official correspondence 
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;ween one Commander and another, Netaji was referred to by 
the Japanese as Mr. *T\ In the Secret Telegram, dated the 20th' 
August 1945, from the Chief of Southern Army to O.C-, Hikari 
Kikan, it was definitely stated that secrecy is to be maintained. The 
Interpreter, J. Nakamura,' says that the news about Netaji’s death * 
^ was kept a secret and known only to high-ranking Military Officers. v 
£ f^Stefceral Isayama, Chief of the General Staff, Formosan Army, had 
tried to justify this hush-hush policy by saying that they did not 
want to make the news public, that an important person like 
Netaji, who had taken a prominent part against the British for 
the liberation ot India, was fleeing to Tokyo- General Bhonsle says 
that the news about Netaji was promptly communicated to him at 
Bangkok in a series of telegrams. But Sardar Ishar Singh, who was 
the Adviser to the Provisional Government of Azad Hind and 
Chairman of the Thai Territorial Committee of the Indian Inde- 
pendence League, says that the news about Netaji’s plane crash and 
death was communicated by Japanese Military authorities three 
or four days after Netaji had left Bangkok, that is to say, on the 
20th or 21st of August 1945. Those of Netaji’s party who were left 
behind at Saigoq did not get any news about him during the time 
they were there, i.e., till the 20th of August, although it was the 
Headquarters of the Southern Army, and a part of the time General , 
Isoda was there and in possession of the all important information. 
The news was broken to Mr. S. A. Ayer by Lit. Col. Tada, who was 
flying with him to Tokyo, on the afternoon of the 20th at Canton. 
Mr. Debnath Das and others who went qn to Hanoi, learnt of the 
tragedy only from the radio broadcast from ’Tokyo. It was given 
^ out on the 23rd August. Then there was the curious incident 
narrated by Mr. Debnath Das that a couple of days later, a Japa- 
nese Staff Officer came and told him that the plane crash was just 
a story, and they were not to believe it, but tb go on acting accord- 
ing to their plan. Col. Pritarn Singh was told of this by Mr. Deb- 
nath Das. Next month Mr. Debnath Das went underground. There 
^were some other persons in Bangkok whom Netaji had already 
instructed, just before he left Bangkok, to go underground and keep 
touch with him by wireless. Some small ^rms, ammunition and 
wireless transmitter were handed over to two men, Mr. A. C. Das and 
Mr. Sunil Roy. Mr. Das was examined by the Committee at 
Bangkok. He said that when he heard the news of the ci^ash, he 
like others did not believe it. But although Mr. Sunil Roy had the 
wave-length, frequency, call signs, etc., to contact Netaji, he tried 
in vain to contact him. They gave up the attempt after 10 days, 
and believed that the plane had indeed crashed with Netaji. Mr. 
Debnath Das came to the surface in May 1946, in Bangkok, but could 
give ho news about Netaji’s continued existence to Mr. A. C. Das. 
So most of those -who originally doubted the story of the plane 
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crash gradually came to believe it. wJ 

7. Not only were the Japanese initially secretive, and delayed in] 
publishing the news, but no convincing proof of the death of ffetaji 
was produced before the Indians in South-East Asia. • Some pictures ] 
were taken tw6 days later after the death, one of which shows Col. ■ 
Habibur Rehman keeping vigil, aryl another shows a sheet cover-] 
ing some object. From these photographs (copies in Annexure'] 
II) the dead person cannot be identified. Dr. Yoshimi has said! 
that it was against Japanese custom to photograph dead bodies. Col. ' 
Habibur Rehman has said that he did not allow Netaji’s face to be 
photographed as it had swollen, and was disfigured. Neither were ] 
any of his personal belongings shown as having been recovered at 
that time. There has been a certain amount of controversy about the 
watch Col. Habibur Rehman brought with him, which was later 
handed over by Pandit Jawaharlal' Nehru to the late Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netaji. It was a rectangular watch. 
Col. Habibur Rehman has stated that it was handed over to him by 
Dr. Yoshimi as belonging to Netaji, but Dr. Yoshimi said that he 
did not remember anything about it. Most of the pictures of Netaji 
show him wearing a round wrist watch. His personal valet 
Kundan Singh also confirms that he habitually wore a round wrist 
watch. On the other hand, it is a fact that Netaji carried in his 
baggage a number of watches of different kinds, including rectangu- 
lar ones, which were. given to him- as gifts on different occasions. 
Some rectangular watches in a damaged condition are in the 
collection of articles salvaged from Taihoku Airfield, now lying in 
the National Museum at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi, which 
was inspected by the Committee. The point about the watch • j 
remains inconclusive. It may be stated here that these salvaged • 
articles were shown to Netsji’s valet Kundan Singh, who was with 
Netaji from his arrival in Singapore till his departure from Bang- 
kok on 17th August 1945. Kundan Singh identified a number of 
articles as belonging to Netaji, such as a gold cigarette case studded 
with precious stones presented by Herr Hitler, a cigarette-lighter, 

a paper-knife used for manicuring, and an oval supari box made pf 
gold. The question of valuables carried by Netaji will be examined 
later. *The point that is being made here is that owing to . the 
secrecy, delay in publishing the news, and not bringing forward 
pfoofs of Netaji’s v death by the Japanese authorities, many people 
were led honestly to doubt that Netaji had died. It is probable that 
in normal times such delays and omissions would not have arisen, 
and that things were out of gear after the Japanese surrender on 
the l5th ,of August 1945. 

8. Soon after the end of hostilities, the Government of India sent 
two parties of Intelligence officers (police) headed by Messrs. Finney 
and Davies to the Far East to enquire about the whereabouts 
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of Netaji Subhas Chandra Rose, and if possible, to arrest him. Two 
Indian police officers who were in those parties, Mr., H. K. Roy and 
Mr. K. P. De, appeared before us and gave evidence. Mr. H. K. Roy 
worked in Mr. Davies’ party and proceeded first to Saigon, and then 
to Taihoku in September 1945. .He says that they interviewed the 
anese Military Officer in charge of Saigon Aerodrome, and. 
obtained a list; of the passengers of the plane. It was the only plane 
which left Saigon on the 17th August 1945. The last two names in 
-that list were Chandra Bose and H. Rehman. At Taihoku, they 
interrogated some officers connected with the aerodrome. They said 
that the plane had crsshed on the 18th August, and caught fire, and 
as a result, Netaji who had been badly burnt, was taken to the 
hospital, where he succqmbed to his injuries the same night. They 
added that Col. Habibur Rehman had also received injuries, and that 
a number of Japanese officers had been killed or injured. Mr. Davies 
also examined the medical officer in charge of the Hospital, who 
confirmed the death of Netaji. The conclusion of the police officers 
was that Netaji had died as a result of air crash, and they reported 
to the Government of India accordingly. Mr. H. K. Roy who helped 
Mr. Finney to write the report states that the report was definite 
that Netaji was dead, and thereafter the Government oh India with- 
drew the warrant of arrest against Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
The Bangkok party seized a telegraphic message conveying the 
information that the plane carrying Netaji had crashed at Taipeh, 
on the 18th August, and that Netaji had expired on the same day. 

telegram in question, Signal 66, dated 20th August, from the 
Chief of Staff, Southern Army, to O.C., Hikari Kikan, is reproduced 
below : ' 

“To OC KIKAN 

From Chief of Staff, Southern Army, Staff , II. 

Signal 66, 20th August. 

£ ‘TOP SECRET’ 

T, while on his way to the capital, as a result of an ac- 
cident tp his aircraft at TAIHOKU at 1400 hours on the 
18th was seriously injured and died at midnight on the same 
date. His body has been flown to TOKYO by the Formosan 
Army.” , 

(Mr. ‘T’ as already stated, was code name for Netaji.) On being 
questioned, the discrepancy about the body was sought to be clari- 
fied by saying that the statement regarding Netaji’s death, and not 
his body, was flown to Tokyo. Col. Tada was specially brought 
down from Tokyo to Saigon for questioning on this point. A parallel 
enquiry was conducted about the same time at the instance of the 
Director of Military Intelligence, India, or Admiral Lord 
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Mountbatten’s Headquarters at Kandy, through Col. F. G. Figgess, 
at that time attached to General MacArthur’s Headquarters at 
Tokyo, about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. This enquiry, was hand* 
led by an r American Intelligence Officer working under G.H.Q., ' 
SCAP (Supreme Commander, Allied Powers). The conclusion reach- 
ed from these repqrts was that Netaji had died of bums at Taipeh; 
as a result of the air crash. 

9. In August 1946, i.e., the year after the events, Mr. Harin Shah, 
an Indian journalist, visited Fortnosa a't the invitation of the Chiang 
Kai-shek Government. There he took up enquiry on his own about 
Netaji. Mr. Shah came across a number, of Formosans who had 
something to say as to what happened to Netaji at Taiboku. He 
met some medical students, who had heard that Netaji had been 
severely injured as a result of the air crash, and that a Japanese 
medical student donated blood for transfusion. He also examined 
at length a Formosan nurse, Sister Tsan Pi Sha, who said that she was 
in attendance on Netaji at the Naiimon Military Hospital. She gave 
correct descriptions of Netaji and Col. Habibur Rehman. In the 
end, she said that Netaji had died at the hospital at 11 at night. It 
has already been stated that the Committee had not been able to 
visit Formosa, much as they would have liked to, on account of the 
fact that there was no diplomatic connection between our Govern- 
ment and the authorities in Formosa. Mr. Harin Shah's evidence is,, 
therefore, all the more valuable, as it was taken oh the spot, soon 
after the time of the occurrence. He yas satisfied on the strength 
of his enquiries that Netaji had died at Taihoku as a result of the 
air accident. 

• 10. It will thus be seen that the evidence given by witnesses 

before us as to Netaji’s death is corroborated by the findings of 
British and American Intelligence organisations who undertook 
independent enquiries very soon after the occurrence, and the con- 
clusions of an unofficial enquiry conducted a year later by an Indiaa 
, journalist. As for’ the witnesses who have deposed before us, 
neither from their antecedents, nor from the manner in which they 
made their statements, has the Committee any reason to disbelieve 
their stories. These witnesses are of different nationalities. Some 
were Japanese, Col. Habibur Rehman, an Indian (now a Pakistani), 
and Col. Figgess, an Englishman. They were unconnected with each 
other and came from different walks ot life. There is absolutely 
no reason why they should come and (depose to something which 
they know to be untrue. The Japanese Witnesses came from all 
’ over Japan— some of them at much personal loss and inconvenience. 
For instance, Dr. Yoshimi, who owns a medical clinic at Miyasaki- 
ken in Kyushi Island, had to close down his clinic for several days- 
and come to Tokyo, a distance about 1,200 kilometres from his plade. 
The Japanese Foreign Office had themselves conducted an enquiry* 
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*to the matter sometime ago, and had suggested the names of 
some witnesses , who might give us' information. But Japan is not. 
a totalitarian country and the mere fact that some names' were 
suggested by the Japanese Foreign Office need not necessarily mean 
that they were compelled to tell any particular story. It may be 
added that the Committee examined a much larger number of wit- 
<r^sses than originally suggested by the Japanese Foreign Office. 
These witnesses were either called for by the Committee, or they 
themselves volunteered, in response to a newspaper notice, issiied 
by the Committee. Most of the Japanese witnesses are not now 
connected with the Government of Japan, and are in no way obliged 
to give evidence according to any particular brief. In fact, as will 
be seen, different witnesses have given different stories, which would 
disprove any suggestion of “promoting”. So, notwithstanding discre- 
pancies and variations, which are only too likely after the lapse of 
so many years, the statements of witnesses mrjst be taken as worthy 
of credit. These statements are corroborated by enquiries through 
military and non-official channels soon after the events. They all 
point to the fact that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died at Taihoku 
Military Hospital on the r.ight of the 18th August 1945. We accept 
this conclusion. In a way, the sudden and dramatic death fits in 
with the dynamic character of that national leader and patriot, 
Subhas Chandra Bose. In General Shidei’s service record, the cause 
of his death is shown as death by wa,r. The same was true of Netaji, 
only in his case it was a different war, the war for the independence 
of India. His war was continuing. He was only changing over from 
o* 1 .® battle-field to another — from South-East Asia to Manchuria. 

11. Against this mass of evidence that Netaji had died as a result 
of the plane crash, there are some who hold that he is alive. These 
who believe this are again divided into two schools. The first, 
mainly consisting of certain members of the Bose family, believe 
that although Netaji is alive, nobody is in touch with him, and for 
reasons of his own, he is in hiding, and will reappear in India at a 
time Chosen*, by him. The best spokesman of this school was Mr. 
Aurobindo Bose. According to him, Netaji was a master planner, 
as he had planned his last escape so well, that nobody could find 
his clues. The Japanese Government helped him to escape, and they 
have, therefore, put out an elaborate deception story which is sup- 
ported by Japanese witnesses. As for Col. Habibur Rehman, he is 
bound by an oath of secrecy and his injuries are fakefi. These are 
largely presumptions. As has been stated before, there is a great 
deal of evidence that the plane had crashed and Netaji had died. 
There is no reason to disbelieve the numerous witnesses belonging 
to Japanese and other nations- From medical evidence it appears 
clear that the injuries of Cbl. Rehman were genuine. If he was 
under any oath of secrecy, surely the others, particularly the 
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Japanese witnesses, were not. Yet they have corroborated ea 


other. .So the line of reasoning of this school cannot be accept* 


12. The other school claims that Netaji is not only alive, t 
people have seen him, and that he has appeared here and the 
mainly in China, and also on the border of India and Chi] 
Mr. Muthuramalinga Thevar, , M L.&. (Madras), has issued pri 
statements, from time to time, that he has been in contact w; 
Netaji. He was the first witness to be called by the Committ 
Although implored by the Committee, he Would not part with ], 
secret. He took the plea that he must first be satisfied tl 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was not on the list of ,War Crimim 
When, on enquiry from the Government of India, he. was told tl 
the Government did not have any such list, he was still not sat 
fled- More than once Mr. Thevar stated that he belonged to 
political party (Forward Bloc), and so he must viiefw all thii 
from a political angle. 'He was questioned about his press sta , 
ments to which he replied significantly, “This is an Official Cc 
mittee; that was a public affair.”, A person who is not- prepai 
to stand by the statements he makes to the public and press, 
fore an official Committee, cannot expect to be taken serious 
Mr. S. M. Goswami has produced a sensational pamphlet “Net 
Mystery Revealed”. He gave evidence before the Committee 
Calcutta, and claims that Netaji is alive. Apparently, his thee 
started in 1949, when he went to Germany, and met a certi 
gentleman, Herr Heins Von Have, who told him that Netaji v 
alive. Herr Have claimed to have been acquainted with Neb 
Mr. Goswami was questioned regarding 'Von Have. In reply, 
said that when the plane crash took place, Von Have was in Tok 
He was not sure whether he went to Formosa to enquire into 1 
plane crash, or heard it from some German friends. These Gem 
friends, about whom no particulars are supplied, told Von H{ 
that there had been no crash. Mr. Goswami did not go to Form 
Such information can only be described as hearsay. Mr. Gosw 
has put forward several suggestions as to where Netaji* was, or i 
Soviet Russia, China and Mongolia. Mr. Goswami is prepared 
hold that by stages Netaji, originally a Russian prisoner, beca 
a Chinese Communist General, and subsequently a Mongol 
Trade Union Delegate. But his main reliance is on pictures. ( 
posite page 8 of his pamphlet “Netaji Mystery Revealed” ii 
picture of Chinese Military Officers. The person sixth from ' 
left is supposed to resemble Netaji Subhas Ohandra Bose. Idenl 
is very difficult to establish from such pictures, particula 
when the persons appear in foreign uniforms. But 
picture on which Mr. Goswami pinned his faith was that 
the Visit of the Mongolian Trade Delegation to Peking in 1£, 
which came to his hand in 1955, in a book published by 




r 


CO 

H 
• fc 

W 

" H 
X 

o 

u 


37 


c 


orkers’ Press, Peking. He has enlarged the picture appearing 
on page 4 of that booklet, and submitted it to the Committee. ' He 
holds the third figure from the left has a striking resemblance to 
Netaji Subbas Chandra. Bose. The difficulty about identifying a 
person from a random picture has been mentioned. It might be 
stated here, without any suggestion of flippancy, that cinema films 

r«fef historical characters, such as Ramakrishna or Swami Viveka- * 

• 

nanda, are produced now and again. Those who wish to be cast for , 
such roles are called for interview by the, producer, and quite a 
number appear bearing a close resemblance. But the actor who ap- 
pears on the screen as Swami Vivekananda is really an entirely 
different person from the original. In any case, that picture of the 
Mongolian Delegation was sent to the Indian Embassy, Peking, for 
identification. The Foreign Office of the People’s Republic of . 
China has stated after enquiry that the photo was of a Chinese 
gentleman, Mr. Lee Ke Hung, Medical Superintendent of the 
Peking University Medical College. A copy of the telegram convey- 
ing the information will be found in Annexure I. In his enthusiasm, 
Mr. Goswami appeared before the Committee fort the second time. 
S-He was questioned further about the Mongolian Delegate. The 
questions and answers are given below: 

“Question-. How did you come to know about the activities of 
this particular Mongolian Delegate? 

Reply : From the statement of Lt. N. B. Das mdde through 
.the press. > 

Question : How did Lt. Das come to know of the whereabouts 
■ of the Mongolian Delegate^ 

Reply: It is up to him to answer.” 

In this connection it may be stated that a certain person 
claiming to be Lt. N. B. Das appeared, and deposed before the 
' Committee. ' Mr., Debnath Das, who was an Adviser to the Pro- 
visional Government of Azad Hind, wrote a letter about this 
person to the Chairman of the Committee which rteqds as follows: 
"It appeared in the press that one Lt. N. B. Das gave evidence 
to the Commisison. Das was a Havildar attached to Col. P. N. Dutta 
and was at Zawabudy, Central Burma, when the Allied troops took 
Burma. He was not a Security Officer. He was not stationed at 
Bangkok as was reported.” 

The value of information gleaned from such ai source cannot 
be high, and the theories built by Mr. Goswami on such hearsay 
cannot carry much weight. 

13. One responsible persoh who suggested that Netaji might be 
alive, is Mr. A. K. Gupta, Joint Editor of the Hindusthon Standard. 
Mr. Gupta said that in 1951 he undertook a tour in the hill areas 
of Assam. There he met Mr. Phizo, the Naga leader. Mr. Phizo 
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' told him that even before the crash of Netaji’s plane, he kne\ 
that such a false story would be given out. This story was pul 
lished in the Ananda Bazar Patrika (Bengali) of Calcutta on 1{ 
May 1951. While travelling in the Mishmi hills, some Mishit 
headmen told Mr. Gupta that some of them had been taken b 
some Chinese officers, who were on their border, to see an India 
among them. They were shown a person who looked like Neta 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Mr. Gupta added that the Mishmis in questic 
had not seen Netsiji before, and he could not vouch for the trul 
of their story. Vague suggestions have appeared from time ' 
time that Netaji was with' the Chinese Army, op with tl 
fighting Nagas, or that one day he would come to India at the he? 
of an Army. To such suggestions, one can only quote from tl 
historic speech Netaji delivered when he assujned charge of tl 
Indian Independence Movement in Singapore on the 4th July 194! 
“Even my enemies will not have 'the audacity to say that I ci 
injure the interest of my country.” (Page 79 in Major General A. 
Chatterjee’s book India’s Struggle for Freedom .) , < 
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CHAPTER IV 


CREMATION OF NETAJFS BODY 


u 


immediately after Netaji passed away, the Japanese present stood 
up and paid respects to his body by saluting. Col. Habibur Rehman 
was one of Netaji’s most trusted officers, and had been especially 
chosen by Netaji to accompany him on this journey. Habibur 
Rehman was deeply affected by Netaji’s death. The Interpreter, 
Nakamura, who was present at the death-bed, has graphically 
described how Col- Rehman prayed for the dead. At first he came 
and knelt by Netaji’s bed, and prayed for five or 1 six minutes. Then 
he opened the window and, looking at the sky, prayed for a longer 
time, and then slowly came to his bed apd lay down. All present 
in the room were affected. Dr. Yoshimi says that tears were rolling 
down Col. Rehman’s eyes. The nurses were crying loudly. Every- 
body present in the room was crying. In fact, describing this 
poignant scene before the Committee, Dr. Yoshimi himself broke 
down and -sobbed audibly. .Thereafter, Dr. Yoshimi informed the 
Military 1 Headquarters of v the sad event. Major Nagatomo was sent 
down from the Headquarters. He came and saw Netaji’s body 
lying on the hospital bed swathed in bandages. The body was 
removed to one corner of the roofn, and a screen was put round it, 
and according to Japanese custom, flowers and candles were placed 
by its side- The changed position is shown in the sketches of the 
hospital furnished by Dr. Yoshimi and Col. Habibur Rehman. 
Major Nagatomo posted soldiers to guard the body. 

2. Next day, i.e., on the 19th August, the Formosan Army Head- 
quarters received a telegram from the Imperial General Head- 
quarters that the body .should be flown to Tokyo by plane. Accord- 
ingly, Major Nagatomb instructed Dr. Yoshimi to inject Formalene 
into the body to preserve it. On the same day; the body was put in 
a doffin which, according to Col. Habibur Rehman, was made of t 
camphor-wood. Major Nagatomo- says that he had lifted the lid of 
the coffin and seen Netaji’s’ face. He says, “I saw Mr. Bose’s face. 
It was a big round face.” Col. Habibur Rehman also saw the body 
being put in the coffin. Meanwhile, Col. Habibur Rehman had been, 
pressing the local Japanese Military authorities to arrange for the 
transport of the body, .preferably to Singapore, or alternatively to 
Tokyo. On that day, i.e., on the 19th, some senior Military officers 
came to the Hospital, and expressed their regrets for the unfortunate, 
accident and Netaji’s demise. But the body was not transported 
by plane either to Singapore, Or to Tokyo. According to Major 
Nagatomo, the first telegram from the Imperial General Head- 
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quarters was followed by a second telegram, asking them not to 
send the body to Tokyo, but to cremate it at Taihoku. No reason 
was given for this change of orders. (Col. Habibur Rehman was 
told, on the 20th, that the body could not be transported by plane, 
because the coffin was too big to be carried in the small plane which 
the Japanese had. Formosa was hot in August, and it was the third 
day after the death. Finding no alternative, he had to agree to the 
cremation of the body at Taihoku. There is some discrepancy about 
the date of cremation. In his statement before us, Col. Habibur 
Rehman had given the date of cremation as 20th of August, but in 
a statement signed by him dated 24th August 1945 and handed to 
Mr. Murti, the date was given as 22nd August. Mr. J. Nakamura 
definitely gives the date as 20th August. Dr. r Yoshimi says that so 
far as he could remember, it .was the 20th, but he was not very sure. 
Major Nagatomo has not mentioned any definite date, but says 
that the cremation was done “on the' same day, on receipt of the 
second telegram from the Imperial General Headquarters” — which 
appears to have been received on the 19th of August. It is unlikely 
that with so much argument, and change of orders, ' the body was 
cremated on the 19th, i.e., the date following the death. The crema- 
tion is more likely to have taken place sometime later. 

3. The cremation was a simple and quiet ceremony. Although 
Col. Habibur Rehman says that the Hospital staff and a large' 
number of others accompanied, the cortege, this is not confirmed by 
Dr. Yoshimi, the doctor in' charge of the Military Hospital. Dr. 
Yoshimi simply says, “The body was taken away from the Hospital > 
by the Captain of the guard that was posted fherfe on the 18th...... 

The coffin was placed in the truck and carried away.” Major 
Nagatomo, who had been detailed by the Militarv Headquarters to 
make all necessary arrangements for the cremation and funeral of 
Netaji’s body, says that the coffin was placed on a truck, with twelve 
soldiers, and ahead of it he went along in a car with the Indian 
Adjutant (Col. Habibur Rehman) and .the Interpreter (Mr. 
Nakamura). The Interpreter, Mr. Nakamura, has given a detailed 
description as to what had happened at the crematorium. The 
crematorium was visited by Mr. Harin Shah. It was the Taihoku 
City Government Crematorium, and was reached after crossing the 
main Sun Yat-Sen Avenue. Mr. Harin Shah took some photographs 
of the crematorium both from inside and outside. Apart from the 
Japanese soldiers, persons definitely present at the cremation were: 

Col. Habibur Rehman, 

Major Nagatomo, 

Mr. J. Nakamura, 

a Buddhist priest, and . < ' 

the Crematorium Attendant, Mr. Chu Tsang. 

The Committee has. examined the first three. -fThe Buddhist priest 
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and the Formosan attendant could not be examined, as we could 
not go to Formosa. Mr. Nakamura has given a detailed account 
of the crematorium, and what took place there. He says: “On arriv- 
al at the crematorium, the soldiers took up the coffin, and carried it 
to the furnace. The crematorium was a large-sized hall with a fur-' 
nace in the middle. The hall, as far as I remember, was approxi- 
^^mately 16 ft. by 16 ft. From the entrance to the hall, the soldiers 
carried the coffin on their shoulders, and placed it in the sliding 
tray in the furnace, and after closing the door of the furnace they 
carpe out, and told us that they had placed the cbffin in position in 
the furnace. The soldiers went out, and we, who were waiting out- 
side, went inside the hall. Col. Rehman was in the front. I was next 
to him. The other gentlemen, totalling about five, followed us. We 
went and stood in front of the furnace. All of us stayed there and 
saluted. After paying our respects, we went to the back, side of the 
furnace where we found the priest standing with burning incense 
sticks (aggarbattis) in his hand. He wanted to hand over a stick to 
Col. Rehman but as' he could not hold it, I took the stick and placed it 
in Col. Rehman’s hands. Col. Rehman held it between the edge of his 
palms, since he could not hold it in his fingers, and placed it in the 
hoLe which was located at the rear of the furnace. I took the next in- 
cense stick and’ put it down in the same hole and everybody fol- 
lowed likewise. As we came out of the entrance of the, crematorium, 
the caretaker told us to come there the following day, at about noon- 
time.” The party came away after locking the door of the furnace. 
Both Coli Habibur Rehman and Major Nagatomo claim to have 
kept the key. 

4. Next day, they again went to the crematorium to collect the 
ashes. Regarding collection of ashes, Major Nagatomo says: 

“Next morning at about 8 a.m. I went to the hospital to take the 
Indian Adjutant with me. I went to the hospital in a car, and as far 
as I remember, the Interpreter was also with us on the next day. On 
arrival at the crematorium, I opened the lock of the furnace with the 
key that was with me, and pulled out the sliding plate. From the 
Headquarters I had > taken with me a small wooden box 
£bout 8" cube. When we pulled out the plate on which the coffin 
had been put, we found that the whole skeleton had still retain- 
ed its shape, but it was completely burnt. According to the Buddhist 
custom, I first picked a bone from the throat with two chop-sticks . 
and placed it in the box., Then I picked a bone from every portion of 
his body and placed it in the box. The Indian Adjutant did the same 
after me. I do not remember about the Interpreter, whether he 
picked up the bones or not. ' In ihis* way, the whole of the box was 
filled up. The lid of the box containing the bones was nailed but I 
am not quite sure whether it was nailed , here, or .in the temple. 
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After closing the box, it was wrapped up in a white cloth. After 
wrapping the box in a white cloth, it was put round the neck of the 
Indian Adjutant, and we went by car to the Nishi (West) Honganji 
temple. That day a special ceremony was held at the temple.” 

CoL Habibur Rehman corroborates Major Nagatomo’s version,. but ’ 
he does not give so much detail. Mr. Harm Shah had the advantage, 
of not only visiting the crematorium in 1946, but he also had ques- 
tioned the caretaker, Mr. Chu Tsang. He said that the coffin of Netaji 
was very big. It was brought to the crematorium at about 3 p.m. and 
it took 8 hours to burn. The Japanese Officers had paid the usual fee 
of 18 yens. The coffin was so big, that it could not be put in the 
chamber, and so the body had to be placed in a smaller coffin. 
According to Mr. Chu Tsang, it was he who had collected the ashes 
next morning, and put it into the usual wooden funeral urn. He 
told Mr. Harin Sh{ah that one Indian, with his forearm bandaged, 
came in a car with some Japanese and took away the urn. He describ- 
ed the Indian as a tall person dressed, in white- with > his forearm 
bandaged. ’ 

5. ' Hei;e again, about the cremation, the evidence has come from 
two Japanese, one Indian (Pakistani), and one Formosan witness. 
Their stories closely corroborate each other. -There is no reason why 
these witnesses of different origin should tell the same story, unless 
they themselves took part in the events they described. There has 
been no suggestion of disposal of Net^iji’s body in any other way 
but by cremation, at the Taihoku Crematorium. The slight confusion 
caused by Southern Army Headquarters telegram, dated the 20th 
August; that the body had been flown to Tokyo, could be explained in 
two ways. First, their own explanation that the report regarding 
Netaji’s body was flown to Tokyo, presumably with CoL Tada. 
Secondly, they might have been referring at that time to the first 
instruction, received from Imperial General Headquarters to fly the 
body to Tokyo, which was subsequently countermanded. It can be 
taken as well established that the body of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose was burnt at Taihoku Crematorium, and his ashes were there- 
after deposited at the Nishi Honganji temple in the same city. Thus 
dust returned to dust, and so little was left of so big a than. 

6. An ordinary person reading the story from the beginning, from 
the flight from Saigon, to the deposit of the ashes in Nishi Honganji' 
temple, cannot help feeling that things were not arranged in 
the best possible way. Netaji’s requirement for air * transport 
was modest. He only asked for passage for himself and 
six of his Advisers and Officers. It is not clear why this modest 
request could not be met. It is true that’ at that time, air passages 
were not easy to come by. Major Kono, for instance, who was on 
transfer to Tokyo, had to wait at Saigon^for two weeks for his 
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passage. But then we have it from the evidence of Captain 
Nakamura alias Yamamoto that the flight of Japanese aircraft was 
restricted only after the 25th of August, i.e., 8 days after Netaji’s 
departure from Saigon. Perhaps, it was not so difficult to arrange 
for .7 seats in an air transport. General Isoda, ,the Chief of the 
Japanese Liaison Mission, expected this to be provided, and was 
disappointed when he was informed to the contrary. Then, the 
plane itself was not probably in a particularly good state, as may 
be deduced from the fact that an engine had to be , changed at 
Saigon. General Isayama, Chief of the General Staff, Formosan „ 
Army, has said that the engine of the plane was. worn out. When 
the crash took place, it was dealt with in a somewhat casual manner. 
No officer of any standing came to the spot, although it is clear from 
the evidence of Staff Officer Major Nagatomo that information 
about the crash was received from the aerodrome immediately after 
it had occurred. The Chief of the General Staff of the Formosan 
Army, General Isayama, was candid enough to say that he learnt 
of the accident when he went to his office the next morning! And 
although Lt. Col. Nonogaki has stated that, on informing the Head- 
quarters, some Staff Officers came while Netaji was alive, the Staff 
Officers themselves, namely, Col. Miyata and Major Nagatomo, say 
that they' arrived after Netaji had died. Major Nagatomo says 
that immediately after receiving the information, General Ando, 
Commander of the Formosan Army, went to the hospital to see 
JNetaji. He also says that General Ando attended the subsequent 
funeral ceremony at Nishi Honganji temple. General Isayama, 
Chief of the General Staff, who should know what the Army 
Commander was doing, gives a completely different story. He says 
that neither he nor General Ando went either to the hospital to pay 
respects to Netaji’s body, or attended any funeral ceremony. He 
goes on to say that the Army Commander had- shut himself up in 
his house from the day of surrender of Japan, and did not come out. 
In justification, he has said that they kept away so as not to give 
prominence to the fact that an important person like Netaji was 
fleeing to Tokyo. That explanation does not appear very convincing ' 
when he himself said that a week later he went and received Dr. 
Ba Maw, the Prime Miiiister of Burma, and General Tanaka, Chief 
of the General Staff, Burma Army, who were on their way to Tokyo. 
Apparently, no particular interest was taken by the local Army 
Command as to what happened to Netaji’s bpdy. A comparatively 
junior officer/ a Major (Nagatomo), was detailed; and thereafter no 
further interest was apparently taken. General Isayama says, 
“I left the matter of disposal of Mr. Bose’s ashes to my Staff Officer, 
and since I did not receive any report from him, I presume every- 
thing must have worked out smoothly.” One would have at least 
expected a formal inquiry into the air crash, whichris more or less 
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a routine matter. More so, as the plane carried * distinguished 
persons like Netaji Subhas Chandra i Bose and Lt. General Shidei 
But no such enquiry was held. Oq being questioned, Genera 
Isayama first denied that the Formosan Army had any responsibility 
to enquire into an accident of aircraft that did not belong to them— 
the plane in question belonged to the Third Air Army at Singapore 
Later on he admitted that the local Army ’ Command was expected 
to hold an enquiry, and went on to say that a report about this parti 
cular plane crash was submitted through him, by Lt. Col. Shibuya 
i " to the Imperial General Headquarters. As mentioned in a previoul 
chapter dealing with ,the air crash, Lt. Col. Shibuya denied know- 
ledge of any such report. Netaji was the Head of a State allied tc 
Japan in war, but actually the cremation of. his body was a verj 
'quiet affair, attended only by the same Major Nagatomo and i 
dozen soldiers. Truly, it may be said, “not a drum was heard, hoi 
a funeral note”. One would have expected him to be buried with 
the usual military honours — gun carriage draped in flag, soldier! 
lining with reversed arms, and so on. It is true that there was £ 
• certain amount of disorganisation following the Japanese surrendei 
on 15th of August 1945, but even taking this into account, then 
remains a residual impression that all that could have been done 
' was not done. 


CHAPTER V 

NETAJFS ASHES 

-The last part of this sad story is about Netaji’s ashes. The day the 
ashes were taken out of the crematorium, the urn in which they 
were kept was taken and left at the Nishi Honganji temple in 
Taihoku city. Col. Habibur Rehman, Major Nagatomo and Mr. 
J. Nakamura, Interpreter, went to the temple. Mr. Nakamura has 
. * said that the urn was handed over to the Head Priest, with instruc- 
tions that it should be well looked after, and fresh flowers placed 
before it every day. The urn was to be kept for the time being in 
■ the temple, till it was taken away to its final resting place. This 
temporary deposit seems to have been customary, for Mr. Nakamura 
says that in the same temple he saw another urn containing the 
ashes of General Shidei. There were two Buddhist temples near 
Nanmon Military Hospital, Taihoku: one was' the Nishi (West) 
Honganji temple which was the biggest temple in Formosa, and 
had twelve priests, and the other was the Higashi (East) Honganji 
temple which had eight priests. The Nishi Honganji temple was 
nearer to the Nanmon Military Hospital, and the other temple was 
. 600 metres away from it. These details have been given by the 
priest of Higashi Honganji temple, Rev. H. Hidemaru, whom the 
^ommittee examined as a witness. No priest from the Nishi 
Honganji temple could be traced. According to Rev. Hidemaru,' 
[ the ashes were kept in a white box in the Nishi Honganji temple. 
He says that the urn containing the ashes was kept there by the 
Japanese Army who looked after it carefully and later brought it 
to Tokyo. He says that a funeral ceremony was held at Nishi Hon- 1 
ganji temple towards the end of August 1945. Major Nagatomo says 
that he attended a funeral ceremony at the Nishi Honganji temple, 
either on the day the ashes were deposited, or on the next day. Lt. 
Col. Shibuya, the Staff Officer, also mentions the funeral ceremony 
at this temple. It appears that there was a ceremony also in the 
Higashi Honganji temple. Rev. Hidemaru says that on the 22nd or 23rd 
(t.e., soon after the ashes were brought to Nishi Honganji 
temple) his own Head Priest told him that a ceremony would be 
held for an important Indian personality on the 26th or 27th of 
• August. He goes on to say that this ceremony did take place. 

2. On the 5th September, a plane was flying to Tokyo. A 
passage was secured for Col. Habibur Rehman who had been ask- 
ing for it from the Headquarters of the Formosan Army. Lt. Col. 
Shibuya, the Staff Officer of the same Headquarters, also decided 
\ to send by the same plane the urn containing Net^i’s ashes, and 
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the box containing valuables, and asked Lt, Col. T. Sakai to take 
charge of them. Sub. Lt. T. Hayashida was also asked to proceed 
to the Taihoku' Aerodrome to carry the two boxes to Tokyo. Ac- 
cording to the written statement of Lt. Col. T. Sakai, at that 
time his hands and face were still bandaged, and he could not lift 
any luggage. One Major Nakamiya, who was acquainted with Col. 
Habibur Rehman, also went on the same plane. Lt. Hayashida says* 1 
that he arrived at the aerodrome at 11 a.m. on the 5th of Septem- 
ber, and found that Lt. Col. Sakai, Major Nakamiya and Col. Habi- 
bur Rehman were there. There were also two boxes — one con- 
taining Netaji’s ashes, and the other gold and jewellery. The first 
box was 1 foot cubical in shape, and the second box was 3 ft. x 
2 \ ft. x 2 ft.' Both were of wood. The first was covered with White 
cloth, and the second had a leather covering. Both were nailed. 
He slung the box. containing the ashes from his neck in the 
Japanese style. According to Lt. Col. Sakai, the aerodrome was 
Minami Aerodrome near Taihoku. The plane accident had taken 
place at the biggbr Matsuyama Aerodrome. Major Nagatomo had 
arranged for the box containing the ashes to be' taken from the 
temple, and delivered at the aerodrome. The aeroplane in which 
the party was travelling was, according to Col. Habibur Rehman, 
a Red Cross- plane. Lt. Col. Sakai says that it was a 97 heavy 
bomber marked with a green cross. It flew to Gannosu Airfield 
near Fukuoka in Kyushu, the southern-most island of Japan. There 
is some discrepancy as to what happened then. According to 
Lt. Col. Sakai and Lt. Hayashida they all left by train 
next afternoon at 3 pm., after having, collected a guard of one 
Sergeant and two soldiers from the local Military Headquarters, 
According to Lt. Col. Sakai, they had consultations at Fukuoka 
and decided that, in the interest of .safety, the party should be 
divided into two. While C oh Habibur Rehman and Major 
Nakamiya flew on to Tokyo, he (Lt. Col. Sakai) and Lt. Hayashida, 
with the ashes and the box of valuables, proceeded by train, attend- 
ed by a guard of three soldiers from the local Army Headquarters. 
There is also discrepancy as regards the time of departure from 
Fukuoka and arrival at Tokyo. Col. Habibur Rehman says thal 
the party left by night by goods train, and next morning (6th 
September) they reached Tokyo. Lt. Col. Sakai says that he and 
Lt. Hayashida left Fukuoka on the morning of 6th September, 
and reached Tokyo the same evening. According to the current 
time-table of the Japanese National Railways, even fast Express 
trains take 20 to 22 hours to reach Tokyo from Fukuoka (Hakata). 
It is unlikely that in 1945, after the war, the service was so much 
faster. So the time of travel, approximately 12 hours, given by 
Col. Habibur Rehman or Lt'. Col. Sakai, is incorrect. The timing 
mentioned by Lt. Hayashida is hiore reasonable. He says that the 
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4fc)arty left Fukuoka, at 3 jp.m. on the 6th September and arrived at 
fi p.m. on the 7th September. This date tallies with what has been 
mentioned by two officers of the Imperial General Staff, ' Major 
Kinoshita and Lt. Takakura, who received the ashes. However, the 
discrepancy as regards the time is not of great importance. 

3. All the three witnesses, Col. Habibur Rehman, Lt. Col. Sakai 
Lt. Hayashida, say that immediately on arrival at Tokyo the 
two boxes containing the ashes and valuables were taken to the 
Imperial , General Headquarters. As it was after office hours, 
they made 1 over charge to the Duty Officer, Major Kinoshita. The 
Duty Officer, Major Kinoshita, was examined by the Committee. 
He said that on the 7th of September at 11 p.m. an officer of the 
rank of Lt. Col. handed over to him for safe custody two wooden 
boxes which he said he had brought from Taiwan (Formosa). • One ' 
box was 8" in size and the other 10" in size. One was light and the 
other heavy. The boxes were nailed and wrapped in cloth but were 
not, sealed. The Officer who brought them said that the smaller 
box contained the ashes of Netaji ' Subhas Chandra Bosd, 
while the bigger one contained gold. As the boxes 

were received late at night, Major Kinoshita kept them 
in his room in his personal custody, and in the morning 
handed them over to the next Duty Officer, Lt. Col. Takakura. • 
Lt. Col. Sakai went round to the Imperial General Headquarters 
.next morning, and met, Lt. Col. Takakura, Chief of the Military 
Affairs Section, whom he knew, and confirmed that he had receiv- 
ed the ashes and the box containing valuables. Neither the Duty 
Officers gave or took any receipt for the two boxes, nor made 
"any written entries about them. Having taken charge of the ashes, 
Lt. Col. Takakura cadled the other officers Of the Headquarters and 
paid respects to Netaji’s ashes. He then contacted Mr. Rama- . 
murti, President of the , Indian Independence League, Tokyo, over 
the telephone, and asked him to come to the Headquarters and 
take charge of the ashes. A car was also arranged for Mr. Murti. 
Mr. Murti came in about half an hour’s time, accompanied by Mr. 
Ayer who had by then arrived in Tokyo. At the main entrance of 
“ the Imperial General Headquarters, on the morning of the ,8th 
September, the ashes were handed over to Messrs. Murti and Ayer, 
by Lt. Col. Takakura in a simple and solemn ceremony which is 
described by Mr. Murti in the following words: 

“There Major Takakura (later Lt. Col.) was present, and there, 
were two or three other officers. I do not recollect whether General 
Arisui was there. General Arisui was in the Imperial General Head- 
quarters. Major Takakura told us that General Arisui had asked 
him to convey his personal condolences to us and to deliver the 
ashes to us. The urn was wrapped in white cloth, and was taken 
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out from a safety locker. • It had straps of long-cloth with which to 
slihg abound the neck of the bearer. It was a cubical box of about 
1 foot dimension. Several other Military personnel who were pre-, 
sent solemnly bowed to the urn. It was received by Mr. Ayer. He 
was visibly moved by an overwhelming emotion. An Army Sedan 
par was arranged for our conveyance. Mr. Ayer and myself took 
the urn direct to my house.” • ... 

4. At that time, Mr. Murti’s house was being used for ■ 
all purposes as the Headquarters of the Indian Independence 
League. The urn , was . placed on' a pedestal and flowers 
and incense were put on it. On the urn, which was so 
far without any marking, the words “NETAJI SUBHAS 
CHANDRA BOSE” were written in English letters by Mr- 
Ayer. Indian cadets, generally known as Tokyo Boys; came and kept 
vigil over the ashes. The same night Col. Habibur .Rehman turned 
up first at Mr.' Murti’s house, and later went to Mrs. Sahay’s house, 
and met Mr. Ayer who was staying there. Since hearing the story 
of the crash, Mr. Ayer had held up his judgment awaiting the 
arrival of Col. Habibur Rehman. Mr. Murti in his statement says: 
“Mr. Ayer lost no time in confronting him with a barrage; of ques- 
tions to all of which Col. Rehman very calmly, seriously and 
solemnly gave' adequate replies. This conversation definitely clear- 
ed all doubts which Mr. Ayer had, and now Mr. Ayer was resolved 
that the crash was an indisputable reality, and Netaji was a victim 
of. it. Col. Rehman himself was surprised that Mr. Ayer should 
doubt his story. He showed his own hands and face as visible proof 
of what had happened With a serious and solemn face, and eyes 
burning with - sincerity . Col. Rehman allayed 9II doubts of anyone 
who came in contact with him, and we all accepted this as truth 
without a shadow of doubt in our minds.” Next day he repeated 
the story to a bigger audience. Fearing that he might be arrested 
by the Allies, Col.' Habibur Rehman also handed over to Mr. Murti, 
a copy of a brief written statement which was dated 24th August 
1945 about what had happened tp Netaji. (As previously stated, 
this statement was handed over to the Committee by Mr. J. Murti.) 
(Annexure I.) 

5. To revert to the ashes, as the American Occupation ’of Japan 
had begun, Mr. Murti and his friends felt that an elaborate funeral 
ceremony would attract attention, and might be treated as a hostile 
demonstration by the Occupation Forces. They, therefore, decided 
to hold such a ceremony on a niodest scale. Large ceremonies are 
usually held at large temples like Nishi Honganji temple, Tokyo. 
For the modest ceremony they looked for a smaller temple, and 
.fixed upon the Renkoji temple in the same quarter of Tokyo, 
Suginamiku, in which Mr. Murti lived. The priest, Rev. Mochizuki, 
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also agreed to the proposal. At the request of Mrs. Sahay, the ashes 
were kept in her house for a day, and homage was paid to them also. 
Then the funeral ceremony was held at the Renkoji temple. There 
is some difference as to the date. Mr. Ramamurti says that it was 
held on the 12th or 13th 6f September. Mr. Ayer gives the date as 
14th September. According to Col. Habibur Rehman (who, how- 
ever, was not present) it was five or six days after his arrival in 
Tokyo. According to the priest, Rev. • Mochizuki, the date was the 
18th of September. On the day of the funeral ceremony, the ashes 
were carried in a procession from Mrs. Sahay’s- house to the Renkoji 
temple. Mr. J. Murti has described the occasion thus: 

“All the Tokyo I.N.A. cadets, my brother and I, Mrs. Sahay and' 
her family and the I.N.A.’ broadcasting unit were present. Mr. Ayer 
was also with the procession. Col. Rehman could not accompany f 
the procession as he was wanted by the American Police for 
interrogation. Besides the Tokyo cadets numbering about 40, there 
were a small number of Japanese. About 10 or 15 Japanese mili- 
tary officers and civilians .were also present in the procession. The 
ashes were carried by a cadet by the name of Virick. The procession 
went from Mrs. Sahay’s house to the Renkoji temple, which was at 
a distance of about two ( miles from her house. On arrival at the 
temple, the ashes were put on the altar, and' as the flowers and 
wreaths were placed, the religious ceremony Was conducted by four 
<# five Buddhist priests.” 

Lt. Col. Takakura says that he attended the funeral ceremony as 
a representative of the Imperial General Headquarters. There were 
approximately. 100 persons, including some Japanese. The details of 
the procession given by Mr. J r Murti are corroborated by Rev. 
Mochizuki, priest of the Renkoji temple. About the ceremony he 
says: “The temple of which I am the priest is a Buddhist temple. 

When the ashes were brought, we placed then! on a wooden stand. 
The ashes were contained in a small wooden box, about 8" cube. It 
, was wrapped in white cloth on which was written NETAJI SUBHAS 
CHANDRA BOSE. I can read printed English a little. At the cere- 
mony I called six other priests. I stood in the front. We burnt 
incense (aggarbattis ) . Mr. Murti gave 30 yens wrapped in a piece 
of paper. I distributed this sum amongst all, the priests. . . . The 
ceremony lasted for one hour, after which people went away, and I 
stayed behind in the temple by the side of the ashes to make sure 
that nobody came and took them away.” ' x . 

6. According to Rev. Mochizuki, after the funeral ceremony it 
is customary for the people to take away the ashes, but in this case 
he was asked by Mr. Ramamurti, Mrs. Sahay, and a Japanese Staff 
Officer to keep the ashes in a befitting manner, as they belonged to 
a great man, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. He agreed to do so ,till 
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such time as they could be delivered' to the proper authority 
Ever}* year on the 18th of August, Rev. Mochizuki offers prayers 1 
the dead. From 1945 when the ashes , were deposited till 19E 
nobody came to see or pay respects to the ashes except Mr. Rami 
murti. In' May 1950, the then Head of the Indian Mission, Mr. K. I 
Chettur, visited the temple. Since then, there have been mar 
visitors including Mr. Ayer in 1951. Last year (1955) there wi 
quite a big ceremony on the Death Anniversary Day, the 18th | 
August. A number of Japanese notables, including Madam Toj 
General Nakamura, General Kawabe, General Mutaguchi, Gener 
Katakura, attended. Our Committee visited the Renkoji temple ai 
recorded a note which is enclosed (Annexure I). A series of phol 
graphs were taken showing the interior and exterior of the temp 
and the inner and outer caskets in which the ashes are kept. Copi 
of these will be found in Annexure II. • 

7. From what has been said, it will be seen that the ashes we 
moved in, stages from the crematorium to Nishi Honganji temp 
from there to Minami Aerodrome, and thence to Tokyo Imper 
General Headquarters. The progress thereafter was from 1 
Imperial General Headquarters, first to Mr. Ramamurti’s house, a 
then to Mrs. Sahay’s house, and finally to the Renkoji temple. Thi 
is no break in the chain. Frpm thfe first, i.e., from the crematoria 
the ashes were taken charge of by the Formosan Army, i 
responsible officers were concerned with its keeping in the Ni 
Honganji temple, and its delivery to thte Imperial General He 
quarters. That the ashes were well looked after in the temple, 
been deposed by the priest of a neighbouring temple. ’ At 
Imperial General Headquarters, the first Duty Officer kept the as 
in his own custody, and the next Duty Officer handed them ovei 
the local representative of Netaji’s Movement’, Mr. Ramami 
Messrs. Ramamurti and Ayer took delivery and, after due cerem< 
installed the ashes in Renkoji temple. Since then, Rev. Mochi: 
,has looked after the ashes carefully. There is, therefore, good re* 
to believe that the ashes that were taken out from the crematori 
Taihoku, on or about the 21st of August 1945, were the same a 
as were deposited at the Renkoji temple, Tokyo, on dr about the 
September 1945, and the very same ashes remain m that ter 
today. It is true that such precautions as were necessary to p 
indisputable identity were not taken. At no stage was the ca 
containing the ashes sealed, no formal receipts issued, nor a 
continuous watch kept over it. So, although there cannot be £ 
lute ’certainty, nevertheless; it can be said that, in all probab: 
the ashes kept in Renkoji temple, Tokyo, are the ashes of N 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

8. Three witnesses have expressed doubts that the ashes kei 
the Renkoji temple are not the ashes of Netaji Subhas Cha 
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Bose. One of the witnesses who had .doubts is Mrs. Ilia Pal 
Chowdhury, M.P. She, went to Japan in a party with Mr. J. C. 
Sinha and another gentleman, in connection with the World Reli- 
gionists Conference in 1955, and visited the Renkoji temple along with 
her companions. She says, “I got the feeling that the ashes were < 
■rHaot Netaji’s ashes, because the temple was in a very dilapidated 
condition. It is a tiny temple in an out of the way place. It is almost 
18 to 20 miles out of Tokyo, it may be a little more or less. 1 The 
ashes are kept in a casual manner, wrapped up in an old chaddar 
and the dignity which should accompany Netaji’s ashes is not 
there. That is the feeling which I had and I would like to convey 
this to the Committee.” It will be seen that this opinion is sub- 
jective, and not so much based on a study of the facts and circura- , 
stances. As for the condition of the temple, the information given 
by Mrs. Ilia Pal is largely incorrect. The temple is not 18 to 20 
miles out of Tokyo, but only 6 miles from the centre of the city; 
and is in that part of Tokyo known as Suginamiku. It is not in a 
dilapidated condition, but is in an excellent state of preservation. 
This will be seen from the photos of the extetior and interior of the 
temple, taken at the time when the Committee was in Tokyo in 
May-June 1956 (Annexure II). 

There is no reason to believe that the temple was in a dilapidated 
condition a year back. The ashes are not kept in a casual manner, 
but well kept, and looked after by the priest, Rev. Mochizuki. The 
-Renkoji temple was inspected by the members of the . Committee 
on the 30th May 1956. An extract from the note (Annexure I) given 
i* below will show the condition of the temple and how the ashes 
are kept: 

“The Renkoji temple is situated in Suginamiku quarter of 
Tokyo, about 6 miles from the centre of the town, where the Indian 
Embassy is situated. The temple is of a moderate size, built of 
timber in the usual style of Japanese Buddhist temples. Around it 
is a small Japanese garden. The temple, although not very largd, 
is well kept. The ashes are kept in the main shrine just behind ' 
the altar in a large glass case. In this case are kept various vene- 
rated objects, such as gilded images of Bodhisattvas. On the left- 
hand side of the glass case is a small wooden casket in the shape of 
a pagoda about 2 ft. high. In front of it is a small portrait of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. A larger photograph of Netaji is 
kept outside in the left-hand corner of the glass case. Incense was 
« burning before it. Rev. Mochizuki took out from the pagoda-shaped 
casket a rectangular-shaped wooden box painted red. On opening 
it was revealed a small container about 8" cube covered with some 
kind of white cloth. On it was written in large English letters in 
black ink “NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE”. The contents of 
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the smaller container were, not examined. As he was handling 
these objects, Rev. Mochizuki was intoning some sacred mantras. 
One by one, he put back the containers into their original positions 
and securely locked with a key the door of the glastf case. ... As 
in the case of most Japanese temples, the temple was very clean, 
both inside and outside. The Committee was satisfied ■ that Rev. 
Mochizuki takes good care of the ashes, and they are being kept 
properly within the limited means of the authorities of the Renkoji 
temple.’’ 

9. The reasons for doubt given by Mr. J. C. Sinha, who went along 
with Mrs. Ilia, Pal in 1955, are somewhat different. He says that 
he had met one Mr. Virick, a young man, who was one of the Tokyo 
Cadets (I.N.A.) during the war. He was the cadet who had, carried 
the urn containing the ashes, to the Renkoji temple on the day of 
the original iuneral ceremony on the 18th September 1945. Mr. 
Virick had returned to Japan, apd was studying in the Tokyo 
University. His name was mentioned in this connection specifically 
by. witness Mr. J. Murti. From Mr. Sinha’s statement it appears 
that Mr. Virick who went with him had some difficulty in finding 
his way to the temple, and in finding out where the urn was kept. 
Mr ; Virick confessed to Mr. Sinha that since depositing the ashes 
in 1945 he had not been to the Renkoji temple. Mr. Sinha has 
given the reason for his disbelief. He says, "... had they 
been Netaji’s ashes, as Mr. Virick told me, the person who is in 
Tokyo for the last three years from today, and if he had 
been really that person who had carried the ashes to the 
temple, should have visited that temple a number of times to pay 
his homage <and respects to that great departed leader.” Mr. Virick 
was in Tokyo as. a cadet when he was a boy. It is presumed that 
like others he was repatriated* soon after the war terminated. Years 
have passed and he again came . back to Tokyo as a University 
student apparently in 1952-53. As a young cadet he could not have 
had much to do with Netaji, and one cannot say how much boyish 
impression the grown-up man retained. In any case, it would hard- 
ly be fair or logical to arrive at any conclusion about the genuine- 
ness of the ashes on the basis of personal reactions — apparent lack 
of attachment for the same ashes on the part of Mr. Virick. 

10. The third person who cast doubt is Mr. S. M. Goswami. Mr. 
Goswami appeared before the Committee twice.* 1 / In his second 
statement recorded on the 16th June, Mr. Goswami says that where- 
as in 1953 he found that the writing on the urn of the words 
“NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE’S, ASHES” was in italics, he 
was surprised to find a picture in Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated the 
5th ‘-June 1956, that the writing “NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA 
BOSE”, was in block letters. He concluded that the whole thing 
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had been changed since 1953. On looking at the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika, dated the 5th' June 1956, that is, the picture of the urn 
appearing on its front page, it is seen that the writing is in block 
letters and not in italics. 

Mr. Ayer went to Tokyo and visited the, Renkoji temple in 
• - 1951. He has submitted a photo of 1 the urn. The Com- 
mittee also took a photo of the urn in June 1956. The writing on all 
these photos “NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE” appears to be 
identical. They are in block letters. A copy of the photo submitted 
iby Mr. Ayer and the one taken by the Committee are enclosed < 
(Annexure II). It will be seen that Mr. Goswami has made a 
.completely erroneous statement. After having examined the state- 
ment of these witnesses, it is clear that the reasons for' doubting 
•that the ashes did not belong to Netaji, are either based on 
insubstantial grounds, or on wrong facts and therefore have to be 
discarded. ' 
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(JHAPTlSl VI 

TREASURE 

Although in the terms of reference of the Committee, there wai 
no mention of the treasure carried by Netaji on his last flight, iij 
the course of their examination a number of witnesses spoke of th< 
treasure. In faot, in Japan, to judge from newspaper articles, th^erl 
was keen interest as to what happened to this treasure. In view oj 
the public interest in the subject, and evidence given before them 
the Committee feel that some 1 mention should be made in thi| 
Report about this treasure. , I 

2. It was the intention of Netaji to depend as little as possible of 
his Japanese allies, and to finance the Indian National Army iron: 
resources collected from Indian residents in South-Eapt Asia. Fo] 
this purpose, regular collection drives were made by Netaji and hi! 
lieutenants, and large funds were collected. A special committee 
called “Netaji Fund Committee” was established under the Ministei 
of Revenue. Gold and other valuables were generously donated bj 
Indians in South-East Asia'. On the occasion of his Birthday ii 
January 1945, Netaji was weighed against gold. Not only cash anc 
valuables, but immovable properties used to be donated. Habit 
Sahib of Rangoon gave away at one time all his estate in IqndeG 
property, cash and jewellery valued at Rupees one crore and threfl 
lakhs. In return he asked from Netaji a pair of khaki shirt and 
shorts, so that he might work for the Independence Movemem 
(Page 160 of Major General A. C. Chatterjee’s book India’s Struggle 
for Freedom ). The Funds of the Azad Hind Government were 
handled by the Azad Hind Bank. How much of the liquid asset 
were carried by Netaji during his retreat from Rangoon onwards 
is not precisely known. Mr. Debnath Das kays that at the time o) 
the retreat from Rangoon, treasure valued at Rupees one crore, 
consisting mostly of ornaments and gold bars, was withdrawn from 
the Azad Hind Bank, and taken away packed in 17 small sealed 
boxes. General Bhonsle says that Netaji had brought with him tc 
Bangkok gold ornaments and cash packed in six steel boxes. The 
jewellery was a gift from Indians in South-East Asia. He did nol 
see the jewellery, and' had no idea of its value. Mr. Dinanath, 
Chairman of the Azad Hind Bank, who was interrogated by th€ 
British Intelligence soon after the end of the war, had said that on 
the 24th April 1945 when Netaji left Rangoon, he took with him 
from* the Bank 140 lbs. of gold. According to Pandit Raghunath 
Sharma, one of the leaders of the Indian Independence League al 
Bangkok, Netaji took with him gold and other valuables, whicl; 
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were collected from the people, of a total value exceeding Rupees, 
one crore. That some valuables were carried by Netaji with him. 
is clear from the evidence, but from the very start doubt and dis- 
crepancies creep in as to the size and value of the treasure. Pandit 
Raghunath Sharma has stated that the valuables were kept in 10 
^ j)r 12 steel boxes — 13" x 12" x 10"; some a little smaller than others. 
General Bhonsle says that the contents of six steel boxes were 
re-packed in two canvas bags at the time of Netaji’s departure. But 
Mr. Debnath Das has said that, before leaving Bangkok, the , con- 
tents of the 17 treasure boxes mentioned by Mr. Das were re-packed 
into two large suit-cases, 30" to 36" long. It is doubtful whether gold 
and ornaittents of the value of Rupees one crore could be carried 
in two large , leather suit-cases. Netaji’s personal valet, Kundan 
Singh, was examined by the Committee. According to him, the 
treasure was packed in 4 Steel cases of different sizes — 20" x 13" x 16" 

. and 12" x 6" x 6". He was present at the time when the boxe£ 
were checked before Netaji's departure from Bangkok. He says, 
“The boxes contained articles of jewellery which are commonly 
worn by Indian women such as chains, of ladies’ watches, necklaces, 
bangles, bracelets, earrings, etc. They were mostly of ladies. There 
were also pounds and guineas. There were some chains which had 
guinea pieces attached to them. There were small gold wires, but 
there were no gold bars. . • . Besides thfese 4 boxes containing 
the treasure, Netaji’s personal effects, and certain other valuable 
articles which he had brought from Singapore, were kept in a small 
^-leather attache case. These contained a gold cigarette case which 
was presented to Netaji by Hitler.” Lt. Kunizuka of the Hikari Kikan 
who was constantly in touch with Netaji mentions' that he was shown 
the valuables the same night, and agrees with Kundan Singh, 
although he does not mention the number of boxes. , 

3. On his last visit, Netaji made heavy payments both at Singa- 
pore and Bangkok. His Japanese Secretary and Interpreter, Mr. 
Negishi, says that before leaving Singapore, as' ordered by Netaji, 
he withdrew from the Japanese Bank 8 crore yens out of a loan 
of 10 crores from the Japanese Government. It was drawn in paper 
money, and spent in payments to I.N.A. and civilian personnel. Mr. 
Debnath Das says that on the 17th August, just before leaving 
Bangkok, Netaji made large last-minute gifts of 1J million ticals to 
Chulalongkorn Hospital and University and sanctioned two to three 
months’ pay to all officers and men of the I.N.A. He adds that this 
was not paid out of the treasure brought from Burma, but from the 
funds of the Thailand Indian Independence League. The same 
witness has said that among the baggage of Netaji was a large suit- 
case containing documents and currency. The picture of the last 
hurried days is confused. It is not known how much Netaji with- 
^ drew, how much was spent, and how much ip gold and jewellery 




:he took with him. As documents were destroyed to avoid falling 
into Allied hands, reconstruction would be difficult. The only thing 
that can be said is that Netaji disbursed large amounts in the final 
stages, and took some valuables and ornaments, etc.,, with him. 
Netaji apparently did not want to take the treasure with him. 
According to the evidence of Pandit Raghunath Sharma, a few 
previously Netaji had enquired of him whether he would take 

* charge of the treasure to which Pandit Raghunath Sharma did not 
agree. Mr. Debnath Das has stated that again at Saigon Airfield 
Netaji proposed that he would leave the treasure behind. Mr. Deb- 
nath Das and Major Hasan did not agree to this, and so Netaji 
carried the valuables with him. 

4. Indian and Japanese witnesses have all deposed clearly about 
the treasure in Saigon. The plane was held up for about half an 
hour, as the car carrying the boxes of valuables was delayed. All 
witnesses have stated that the number of cases which came out of 
the second car was two and they were hurriedly pushed into the 
plane, in spite of the protest of the pilot, General Isoda has said 
that Major Hasan rushed up to say that the two boxes containing 
presents to Netaji by 3 lakhs of Indians in East Asia had not .arrived 
and so Netaji delayed departure by half an hour till the boxes 
came. General Isoda did not know what the boxes contained, but 
from what Major Hasan said he presumed that they contained 
gold and jewellery. While most witnesses say that the boxes were 
.leather suit-cases about 30" long, Captaih Gulzara Singh and Col. 
Pritam Singh have said that they were wooden boxes' of a smaller 
size. According to Mr. Negishi, he was told by some Hikari Kikan" 
officers that Netaji’s baggage included 150 kilos of gold bullion. 
He goes on to say that some of this treasure accompanied Netaji 
while thp rest of it was left With the party at Saigon to meet various 
expenses. Be that as it may, it may be taken as conclusive, that 
from Saigon Netaji carried with him two large leather suit-cases 

* about 30" long containing gold and valuables. While, as stated be- 
fore, it may be discounted that the value was anything like Rupees 
one crore, there is no evidence on record which gives the details of 
the contents of the suit-cases, or any indication of their value. 

5. The plane crashed at Taihoku on the 18th bf August. Col. 
Habibur Rehman has stated that he enquired next day as to what 
happened to the baggage, particularly the two leather suit-cases 
which contained gold and jewellery. He was told that the plane 
was completely burnt, . and with it the luggage, but some charred 
jewellery had been salvaged, and kept in safe custody at the 
Military Headquarters. The collection was done under the super- 
vision of two Japanese Officers, Major K. Sakai, Officer in charge of 
the aerodrome defence, and Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto, 

\ Officer in charge of the aerodrome. According to Major Sakai, when 
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came to the scene two hours after the accident, he found Captain' 

Nakamura and his men collecting articles lying on the ground. 
As their number was insufficient, he lent 30 of his men. Captain 
Nakamura, on the other hand, says that on being asked by Lt. Col. 
Nonogaki, he asked his men. to collect the valuables. He came and 1 
found Major Sakai’s men under one Lt. Yamafchida doing the collec- 
tion. Both officers, however, agree that charred and blackened 
jewellery such as necklaces, rings, medals, etc., were collected. 
These were put in an 18-litre gasolene can, the top of which was 
v sealed by means of strips of paper on which the officers placed 
their own seals. About the subsequent disposal there is a slight- 
discrepancy. According to Major Sakai, the can of valuables was ' 
kept only one night under guard, and delivered the next day to Lt. 
Col. Shibuya at the Headquarters. On the other hand, Captain 
Nakamura says that the can was kept for 4 or 5 days in the air- 
raid shelter under guard, and thereafter delivered to Lt. Col.- 
Shibuya. On the 5th of September, Col. Habibur Rehman was 
flown to Tokyo. With him went Lt. T. Sakai and Lt. Hayashida 
who had been detailed by the Army Headquarters, Formosa, to carry 
with them Netaji’s ashes and his valuables. Major Sakai and 
Captain Nakamura alias Yamamoto have both spoken of an 18-litre 
gasolene can. Lt. Col. Shibuya, Staff Officer of the Headquarters, 
also mentions the can. Lt. Col. T. Sakai in his statement describes 
the container as “one baggage as big as an oil ' can”. But Col. 
Habibur Rehman and Lt. Hayashida speak of a wooden box. 

6. The box of valuables was delivered on the evening of the 7th; 

September at the Imperial General Headquarters, Tokyo. The Duty 
Officer, Major Kinoshita. who first received it, made over charge 
next morning to Lt. Col. Takakura. Both say that the box was a’ 
wooden box nailed down but not sealed. How a sealed gasolene- 
can could become a nailed s wooden box is not clear. According to 
Lt Col. Takakura, on the 8th September morning he phoned Mr. 
Ramamurti who came with Mr. Ayer and took charge both of 
Netaji’s ashes and valuables. Mr. Ramamurti says that two or 
three days after his arrival in Tokyo (that would be 9th or 10th 
September), Col. Habibur Rehman asked him to bring the box of 
valuables, and Mr. Ramamurti accordingly went and' brought it from, 
the Imperial General Headquarters. The box was a heavy wooden 
box, and a porter was engaged to carry it. Col. Habibur Rehman* 
says that a few days after his arrival in Tokyo, Messrs. Ayer and 
Ramamurti were called to the Imperial General Headquarters and 
the box containing the valuables was handed over to them. Mr. 
J. Murti corroborates his brother. Mr. Ayer does not say where the 
box was received, but indicates that in the last week of September 
he chanced upon Col. Rehman, Mr. Ramamurti and Mr. J. Murti 
i cleaning and sorting out the charred jewellery in the house he and , 
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Col. Habibur Rehman were occupying. There are major discre 
-cies as to the date, and who received the hox. While Mr. Rj 
murti says that Col. Habibur Rehman satisfied himself that the 
was indeed the same box that had been packed before him 
Taihoku, Col. Habibur Rehman says that the seals of the box 
broken; it appeared to have been tampered with, was much li$ 
and only half full. The contents were found to be ornamen 
gold and precious stones, all charred, mixed and fused 
metals and small bits from the wreckage. They were roughly j . 
rated into three lots, according to whether they contained i 
gold or base metal. Afterwards they were re-packed into a 
and nailed. The weight of the valuables was found to be 11 
grams. This was noted, and a rough list was made and signe 
Col. Habibur Rehman, a photostat, copy of which is enc 
{Annexure I). Col. Rehman left the valuables in the charge o; 
Ramamurti to be handed over to any authority which arose in 
in succession to Netaji’s Movement. At the same time, Mr. 
left 300 grams of gold and 20,000 yens in cash with Mr. Ramai 
with similar direction. They did this in order to avoid th^ vah 
properties from being confiscated by the Allies. 

7. Mr. Murti kept the valuables with him from 1945 to 
Mr. Murti did not keep the money in a Bank. When asked, he 
he did this so that the Occupation authorities, who would knc 
the assets of Japanese Banks, might not confiscate the valui 
He did not take any steps to contact arw Indian authorities d 
all these years. In fact, there is reason to believe that he d 
having the treasure with him. He made no attempt to contact 
the Indian Mission in Tokyo. He says that he was in correspom 
with Mr. Ayer and the latter had advised him not to take any i 
till the connected matter of Netaji’s ashes was satisfactorily s< 
Mr. Ayer came to Japan in 1951, and it was only then that 
Ramamurti acknowledged that the treasure was with him 
expressed willingness to hand over the same to the Indian M 
in Tokyo. He admitted that he had partly financed Mr. Ayer 
to Japan. On his return to India, Mr. Ayer met the Prime Mir 
and suggested that the treasure might be taken over by the 
Government through the Indian Mission in Tokyo. The ] 
Minister' agreed to this and, on instruction from him, the tre 
was taken over by the Indian Mission on the 24th September 
• The First Secretary of the Mission, Mr. V. C. Trivedi, signed 
receipt on the copy of the list made over by Col. Rehman t< 
Ramamurti in 1945. On the same day, Mr. Ramamurti also hi 
over 300 grams of gold and 20,000 yens which had been left wit! 
by Mr. Ayer. The valuables were again checked and weigh< 
the Indian Mission and the weight was found to, be a little 
than noted in Col. Rehman’s original list. 
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8. The valuables were brought to India and have been kept in 
the National Museum at Rashtrapati Bhavan. As mentioned, the 
Committee inspected these valuables at the Museum. Their estimated 
value is Rupees one lakh. 1 The Museum was inspected twice, and 
on the second occasion the Committee went along with Kundan , 
Singh, Netaji’s personal valet. As already* mentioned in Chapter 
II, Kundan Singh identified a number of , articles as belonging to 
Netaji. The articles found in the Museum were jewellery, and 
trinkets of the kind, which different witnesses have testified as gifts 
to Netaji from the Indian public in South-East Asia and which he 
carried with him on his last journey. It is' evident that the charred , 
and damaged pieces of gold and jewelLery,' etc., which are in the 
National Museum, formed part of Netaji’s baggage in his last 
journey, which was salvaged from Taihoku Airfield and , later 
recovered from Mr. Murti. It is also seen that what was handed 
over by Mr. Murti in 1951 tallied with the list 'signed by Col. 
Habibur Rehman in 1945. But it is not clear how much was carried 
by Netaji,' and how much of it was recovered. Two suit-cases in 
which Netaji took the valuables were not weighed. We have only 
the evidence of witnesses that they were fairly heavy! Only one 
witness, Lt. Col. Nonogaki, has mentioned the weight ' as 20 kilos 
each. Only 11 kilograms of burnt-down jewellery mixed with base 
metal and ashes had been recovered. Quite clearly, the quantity 
that has been recovered is v much less than what Netaji carried with 
him. There are a large number of gaps and discrepancies in the 
< chain. It is not clear whether the plane was cordoned off imme- 
diately after the crash, and the collection of valuables begun under 
proper supervision. After it was collected, there is discrepancy as 
to whether it was left for some days in an air-raid shelter, or taken 
next morning to the Japanese Military Headquarters at Taihoku. 
There is doubt as to the container. Some say it was a gasolene can, 
while others say that it was a wooden box. If the gasolene can 
was originally filled and sealed, there is no evidence to show who 
opened it, and why, and put the contents again in a wooden box. 
The wooden box that Was handed over in Tokyo to Mr. Ramamurti 
was not sealed, but only nailed. Whereas Major Takakura says that 
he handed over the box to Mr. Murti and Mr. Ayer along with the 
ashes, Mr. Murti says that only he was asked to come and take 
the box of valuables a few days after taking delivery of the ashes. 
Col. Rehman says that Messrs. Ayer and Murti went and brought 
the box from the Imperial General Headquarters. According to Mr. 
Ayer, he was not called, but came as if by accident, while Mr. Murti, 
his brother; and Col. Rehman were cleaning and sorting out broken 
pieces of jewellery. No receipt was taken or given by the General 
Headquarters. While Mr. Murti says that Col. Rehman was satisfied 
that the box was in the same order as he had packed it in Taihoku, 
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Col. Rehman says that the box appeared to h\rr\ to hav$I 
been tampered with, much lighter, in weight, and .less than 
half full. So it is far from clear as to what was collected 
from Taihoku Airfield, whether and when the container 

was changed, whether there was any subtraction, and who 

took delivery of it in Tokyo and when, From the evidence avail- 
able to us, it is not possible to come to any definite conclusion about - 
the treasure. If it is considered desirable to go more closely into 
the matter, it may be necessary to institute a separate enquiry, 
whose scope might well include ' not only the treasure that was 

carried by Netaji on his last journey and its recovery, bujt also 

examination of the entire assets and liabilities, in cash and kind, 
of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind. It is, however, not 
certain, how far such an enquiry would be profitable after this lapse 
of time, especially when such Records, as they were, must Have 
been largely destroyed 
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CHAPTER VII 

■ 

RECOMMENDATION 

jjjf 

> ^The Committee has come to the conclusion that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose met his death in an air crash, and that the ashes now 
at Renkoji temple, Tokyo, are his ashes. Rev. Mochizuki and the 
trustees of the Renkoji temple have already k^pt the ashes for a 
number of years. Their services deserve to be recognised. If the 
ashes are taken to be genuine, Renkoji temple cannot obviously be 
their final resting place. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose died ten 
years ago. It is time that his ashes were brought to India with due 
honour, and a memorial erected over them at a suitable place. This 
we recommend for the serious consideration of the Government of 
India. It may be mentioned in this connection that influential 
circles in Japan are considering putting up a memorial to Netaji in 
that country. If Netaji’s, mortal remains are honoured, and his 
ideals kept alive, then one could truly ask “Where is death’s, sting, 
where, grave thy victory?” 

■ > 

(Sd.) SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 


S. N. MAITRA 
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Gaimusho's Report regarding Enquiry into the Crash 

Tee Gaimusho, 

i 

» June 4 th, 1956. 

Dear Mr. Dar, 

In compliance with the request of the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
- Enquiry Commission, made at the Third Regular Meeting on May 26, 1956, f * 
I wish to state in reply as follows: * ’ 

(1) Official Enquiry Commission on the Accident of the Plane 

, whe t rein Netaji was emplaned. 

As a result of investigation made at the Operation Section, 
Repatriation Relief Bureau, Ministry of * Health and Welfare, it has 
been revealed that no official enquiry commission to determine the 
causes of the accident in question was held so far. ' 

( 2 ) * * • • * , * 

* * • » • * 1 * 

I should appreciate it very much if you would be good enough to trans- 
mit the above reply to the s^id Commission. 

Sincerely yours, 

HISAJI HATTORI, 

Chief of 4th Section, Asian Affairs Bureau, 

GAIMUSHO. 

Mr. A. K. Dar, 

First Secretary, • j 

Embassy of India. ' , 


1 Note on local Inspection of Renkoji Temple, Tokyo 




On the 30th May after concluding the evidence of Rev. Mochizuki, the 
head priest of the Renkoji temple, the members of the Committee visited 
the Renkoji temple accompanied by Rev. Mochizuki and five lay members 
of the Temple Committee. The Renkoji temple is situated in Suginamiku 
quarter of Tokyo, about 6 miles from the centre of the town where the 
Indian Embassy is situated. . The temple is of a moderate size, built of 
timber in the usual style of Japanese Buddhist temples. Around it is a 
small Japanese garden. The temple, although not very large, is well kept. 
The ashes are kept in the main shrine. Just behind the altar is a large 
glass case. In this case are kept various venerated objects such as gilded 
images of Bodhisattvas. On the left hand side of the glass case is a small 
wooden casket in the shape of a pagoda about 2 ft. high. In front of it is 
a small portrait of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. A larger photograph of 
Netaji is kept outside in the left hand corner of the glass case. Incense was' 
burning before it. Rev, Mochizuki took out from the pagoda-shapdd 
casket a rectangular-shaped wooden box painted red. On opening it was 
revealed a small container f about 8" cube covered with some kind of white 
cloth. O^it was written in large English letters in black ink “Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose”. The contents of the smaller container were not' 
examined. As he was handling these objects, Rev. Mochizuki was intoning 
some sacred mantra . One by one, he put back the container into their 
original positions, and secure]*; locked with a key the door of the glass 
case. Before entering the shrine, the Committee was entertained to tea 
in the Japanese style by the priest and members of the Temple Committee. 
In all, our Cqmmittee spent about half an hour at the temple. As in the 


( 


CONTENTS 


case of most Japanese temples, the temple was very clean both inside and 
outside. The Committee was satisfied ( that Rev. Mochizuki takes good care 
of the ashes, and they are being kept properly within the limited means of 
the authorities of the Renkoji temple. 

Shri Debnath t)as. 

171/3, Rash Behari Avenue, 
1 Calcutta-19. 

The . 13th June, 1956. 

To 

\ The Chairman, • 

Netaji Enquiry Commission, 

Government of India, » 

NEW DELHI. 

Sir, 

Enclosed herewith you will kindly find some papers in connection with 
steps that Netaji adopted to continue India’s struggle for freedom. I could 
not submit these papers when I appeared to give evidence since they were 
kept at s6me of my friend*^ house and could not be had in time. 

1. This is the English translation of the message received by Netaji from 
Tokyo through the Southern Command in reply to Netaji’s enquiry on the 
attitude of the Japanese Government » to extend facilities to proceed to 
Russia with some of his associates should he (Netaji) so desired in the 
event of Japan’s collapse. The English version is, no doubt, rendered by 
some Japanese officer as was usual and was submitted along with the 
original letter that was in Japanese. This was delivered to Netaji by the 
second week of June 1945. (The original English typed copy of this 
message submitted by the^Hikari Kikan is in my possession, enclosed one 
being the true copy.) 

2 & 3. * * • .• • • 

, ' Jai Hind, 

x- * DEBNATH DAS. 

Copy of Tokyo Telegram to Southern Command* Regarding Netaji’s 
Opinion for their Consideration 


1. The opinion of the Nippon Government with ragard to Your 
Excellency’s plan of approaching the Soviet is as follows: 

(a) Not only the assistahce by Nippon Government to Your 

Excellency who are firmly determined to co-operate to the last 
with Nippon in order to attain the object of Indian 
Independence remains wholly unchanged but it also desires to 
still further strengthen the spiritual tie. ^ 

(b) Nippon Government pays a deep respect with its whole heart to 

Your Excellency’s co-operation with Nippon on the moral 
strength to the utmost in order to attain Indian Independence, 
convinced of Nippon’s certain victory and without resorting 
in the least to the opportunism of following in the wake of the 
powerful in spite of the present unfavourable world situation to* 
Nippon. It may be added that the reason why the above (a) 
item which is apparently needless to mention has been repeated 
here is that {he Government more than ever earnestly hopes 
that Your Excellency will push on fighting for the liberation 
of India with firm determination tq display the spirit of live 
or die together by India and Nippon. 

(c) Nippon Government deems it almost without hope of success to 

get directly in- touch with the Soviet Government on behalf of 
Your Excellency and it has no intention of dping so. 
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connected with one another and no longer in the service of their Govemmen 
and Japan not being a totalitarian State— would not be expected to state what 
was not true. 

Enquiries made subsequently by (1) British Intelligence teams .operating 
from Delhi, (2) British and American Intelligence teams operating from 
Tokyo, and (3) non-official enquiry, appear to corroborate the statements 
of these eye-witnesses and a few others who appeared on the 
immediately after. 

A person of the status of Netaji as Head of a State that was not only 
recognised by Japan, but was helped materially in every way by Japan, and 
vice versa, was not given the requisite facility and honour due to him from 
the very start, viz., by providing a separate plane or seats fo,r him and for all 
of his associates; treatment in a small hospital with a junior medical officer — 
a Captain; manner of cremation; disposal of ashes, etc., all without due 
honour and respect, viz., full military funeral, body placed on a gun carriage 
with full military honours, etc. ' 

4. Cremation. Preliminaries by the two doctors and some of the subordi- 
nate Hospital staff. 

Main evidence by (1) Habib, (2) Nakamura, and (3) Nagatoma — more 
or less corroborative. 

Regarding Habib — oath of secrecy may be argued only. 

Regarding the other two — no interestedness, so their stories supporting 
Habib, take away most of the charge against Habib forsoath of 
secrfecy; in what way could they be obliged *to Habib? 

No other suggestion that the body was disposed of in any other manner — 
so body 1 cremated. 

The evidence of the doctors will have< to be discussed very carefully, as 
it will surely be a matter of detailed criticism by eminent doctors through- 
out the world. * • 

5. Ashes. 'Ashes from the crematorium to Renkoji temple is a long way — 
first to Nishi Honganji temple, then to Tokyo, etc. 

There is nothing to show that there was tampering, but to prove that they 
were definitely those of Netaji, much more stringent measures required by 
law should have been taken and a different and very strict procedure, by 
way of seals, guards, etc., should have been taken. ' , 

In all probability, the ashes could be» said to be those of Netaji. 

* 6. Treasure . Comments should be minimum. 1 

Evidence recorded by us should be placed in a guarded manner. 

We may state that out of the quantity carried by Netaji, a portion 
eventually was deposited in the National Archives, ' 

We should state that this may be the subject-matter of a separate 
Enquiry and this Enquiry should start from the complete assets, In cash ahd 
kind, and liabilities of the Azad Hind Government. 

7. Stfiri Thevar’s statements and statements of Shri Goswami. Their state- 
ments should be discussed while dealing with Netaji's death or otherwise 
and a little more in detail separately later on. 

Draft by: Shri S. N . Maitra. 

Draft: 10-7-1956 ' 

Discussion, correction and finalisation: 13-7-1950. / 

Submission to Government of India : 16-7-1956. 

: (Sd.) S. C. BOSE 

‘ ■ 2 - 7-50 

^ i j . S. N. MAITRA 

’ .*r„ * - 2-7-56. 

. . ; SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
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Photostat copy of list of treasure, signed by Mr. S. A. Ayer 


TJ 


CONTENTS 


► 

'Copy of Telegram* dated 21st July 1956, from Indembassy, Peking, addressed 
/ to Foreign, New Delhi 

. i 

Concerning alleged photograph of SUBHAS CHANDRA! BOSE: We 
showed this to Foreign Office who have informed us that photograph is of 
LEE KE HUNG, Medical Superintendent of P.U.M.C. (Peking University 
* Medical College.) * 
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List of Witnesses examined by the Committee 
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?. No. Name 


Date 

Place 

1. 

Shri Thevar 

• • 

4th April 1956 

New Delhi 

2. 

Shri Debnath Das 

• • 

5th April 1956 

New Delhi 

3. 

Capt. Gulzara Singh 

• • 

6th April 1956 

New Delhi 

4. 

Col. Habibur Rehman 

. • • 

6th to 9th April 1956 . 

New Delhi 

5. 

Col. Pritam Singh 

• • 

10th April 1956 * , 

New Delhi 

6. 

Shri S. A. Ayer 

• t 

• • 

11th and 12th April, 
and morning of 14th 
April 1956. 

New Delhi 

7. 

General Bhonsle 

« • 

16th April 1956 

New Delhi 

8. 

Shri A. K. Gupta - 

. « 

16th April 1956 

New Delhi 

9. 

Shri Hatin Shah 


16th and 17th ‘ April 

1956. 

New Delhi 

i 

10. 

Col. Thakur Singh t 

. . 

17th April 1956 

New Delhi 

11. 

Shri Majumdar ' 

i • 

20th April 1956 

Calcutta 

12. 

Shri Kunizuka 


23rd April 1956 

Calcutta 

J3. 

Lt. N. B. Das 

. . 

23rd April 1956 

Calcutta 

14. 

Shri H. K. Roy , 

. . 

24th April 1956 

Calcutta 

15. 

Shri Kalipada* Dey 

. . 

24th April 1956 

Calcutta 

16. 

Shri S. M. Goswami 

• • 

24th April and 9th 

June 1956. 

Calcutta 

• 

17. 

Shri J. C. Sinha 

• . 

25th April 1956 

Calcutta. 

18. 

Shri Deben Das 

. . 

25th April 1956 

Calcutta 

19. 

Shri H. Singha 

. « 

25th April 1956 

Calcutta 

20. 

21. 

Mr. Negishi 

Col. H. L. Chopra 

•• 

25th April 1956 

2Gth April 1956 

Calcutta 

Calcutta 

22. 

Shri D. N. Bose t 

*• 

2Gth April apd 8th 

June 1956. 

Calcutta 

23. 

Mrs. Pal Chowdhury, 

M.P. 

26th April 1 

Calcutta 

24. 

Shri A. Bose 

• » 

2Gth April and 8th 

June 1956. • 

Calcutta 

i 

25. 

Pandit Raghunath Sharma 

28th April 

Bangkok 

26. 

S. Ishar Singh 1 

• • 

28th April 1950 

Bangkok 

27. 

Shri U. C. Sharma 


28th April 1956 

Bangkok 

28. 

Shri A C. Das 

[ , 

30th April 1956 

Bangkok 

29. Shri Ramneo Gosai 

30. Shri A. M. Sahay 

55 I & B (6) 


1st May 1956 

1st and 3rd May 1956 

Saigon 

Saigon 
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No. 

Name 


Date , 

Place 

31. 

Shri Dastgir 

. 

2nd May 1956 

Tourane 

32. 

Mr. Hachiya 

Shri Narain Das 

• • 

8th May 1956 

Tokyo 

33. 

. . 

8th May 1956 

Tokyo 

34. 

Capt. Arai 

• • 

9th May and morning of 
10th May 1956. 

. Tokyo 

i 

35. 

GeneraJ Isoda 

. . 

10th and 12th May 1956 

Tokyo 

36. 

Mr. J. Murti 

• 

11th May 1956 

Tokyo 

37. 

Lt. Col. Nonogaki 

• • 

14th May 1956 

Tokyo 

38. 

Mr. Watanabe 

. . 

14th May 1956 

Tokyo 

39. 

Dr. Tsuruta 

* • 

15th May 1956 

Tokyo 

40. 

Mr. Sato Kazo 


16th May 1956 

Tokyo 

41. 

Major Kono 


16th May 1956 

Tokyo 

42. 

Mr. Suriya Miyata 

. . 

17th May 1956 

Tokyo 

43. 

Major Takahashi 

. . 

17th May, 1956 

Tokyo 

44. 

Col. Yano 

• • • 

18th May 1950 

Tokyo 

45. 

Major Kinoshita, 


21st May 1956 

Tokyo 

46. 

Lt. Col. Takakura ( 


21st May 1956 

Tokyo ^ 

47. 

Mr. T. Hayashida 


22nd May 1956 

Tokyo 

’48. 

Dr. Yoshimi 

• . 

22nd and 23rd May 1950 1 

Tokyo 

49. 

Mr. Sen i 

. . 

22nd and 23rd May 1956 

, Tokyo 

50. 

Lt. Col. Shibuya 

. . 

24th May 1956 

Tokyo 

51. 

Capt. Yamamoto 


25th May 1956 

Tokyo 

52. 

Mrs. Yamamoto 


25th May 1956 

v ■ Tokyo 

53. 

Major Sakai 


28th May 1956 

Tokyo 

54. 

Mr. Kazo Nit^hi 


29th May 1956 

Tokyo 

55. 

Mr. Nakamura 


30th May 1956 

Tokyo 

56. 

Rev. Mochizuki 

, . 

30th May 1950 

■ Tokyo 

57. 

General Isayama 


31st, May 1956 

. Tokyo, 

58j 

Mr. Ota Hide Maru 

. , 

31st tylay 1956 

Tokyo 

59: 

Mr; Miyoshi 


1st June 4956 

1 

Tokyo 

60: 

Major Nagatomo 


1st June 1956 

Tokyo 

61. 

Mr. Kitazawa 

. . 

2nd June 1956 

Tokyo 

62. 

Shri Asada 

• • 

2nd June 1956 , 

Tokyo 

63. 

Col. Figgess 

• • 

5th June 1956 

Tokyo 

64. 

Dr. Dutt 


9th June 1956 

Calcutta ( 

65. 

Shri Kundan Sir^jh 

. . 

19th June 1956 

New Delhi 

66. 

Shri Ramamurti 

• . 

21st June 1956 

New Delhi 

67. 

Shri A. M. N. Sastri 

• • 

27th June 1956 

4 

New Delhi 


[Col. T. 

Sakai: 

f 

Written statement.] 
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